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Introduction and Background 
 

As the name implies, a community based heritage study draws on and brings together the 
memories and mementoes held by the local community. A work of this type can never be 
seen as finished. 
 
History starts in the present and works backwards. As long as there are humans on this earth, 
history will keep on being created, day by day. What is in common use or fashionable today 
maybe forgotten about or treasured as an antique in the not so distant future.  
 
When I was teaching I used to play a variant of Kim's game with my students. They were 
handed a tray with some dozen items, told that these were all used within the last fifty years - 
but what were they and how were they used? Nobody could identify all items. Two items 
were never identified: an implement to stretch ladies leather button-up gloves after washing 
and a little spoon used to extract the ball from a roll-on deodorant so it could be put on a 
refill.  
 
Did it matter that they were forgotten? Both items, though cheap and apparently unimportant, 
were relevant as evidence of historical changes in attitudes. The glove stretcher hinted at a 
type of social stratification and ritualised interaction; the deodorant ball at early attempts to 
introduce recycling - but this raises a question: was it to save money or did environmental 
concerns enter the picture?   
 
The memories of past generations are precious to the community, making individuals feel at 
home in and part of a greater whole - and memories are always being created. 
 
Much of what is presented in this study was brought together by Elaine Thompson who spent 
years sifting through newspaper clippings, checking local archival records and interviewing 
individuals. She has put together several publications, some as a Member of Brewarrina and 
District Historical Society, some in her own name, in which background information is listed 
or provided in greater detail. I was asked to pull together the information in her draft for this 
study and present it in a format conforming to the requirements of the NSW Heritage Office. 
A draft version of this report was presented in 2007, but it has been expanded considerably 
for this version. 
 
To the draft was added information from other sources, some from outside, e.g. from data 
compiled by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. But much information and help have 
been given by local residents, and thanks are due in particular to members of the Crane, 
Finlayson and Grant families. 
 
As will be clear from the list of contents, this report deals mainly with the colonial period and 
with the development of an agricultural, pastoral and urban way of life. The long and rich 
Aboriginal history, and that means the history of a very large proportion of the community, is 
barely touched on. This history will need a second study  or several - that can focus on the 
wide and varied range of information that is relevant, but may be accessible only in part and 
only through methods very different to those used for this report. 
 
       Sydney 2008  
 
 
       Laila Haglund 
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Appendix B: Items listed on the NSW State Heritage Inventory 
 

 
 
Note: There are clusters of buildings from the early 1900s in Bathurst, Bokhara, 
Bourke, Doyle, Hardie and Wilson Street. They add character and atmosphere to the 
townscape and it would be good if at least some could be put on the LEP and retained 
for the future. 
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Chapter 1 The Environment and its Development 
 
Although Australia is old, much eroded and as a result known as the flattest of the continents, 
there are still a wide variety of landforms. This applies also within the flatter parts, including 
depositional landscapes such as the study area, though the variety is here more selective and 
repetitive and the vertical range fairly narrow.  
 

 
 

Location of Brewarrina Shire 
 
Brewarrina Shire lies within the Murray - Darling system of external converging drainage. 
This system covers most of New South Wales and Victoria west of the Great Dividing Range. 
The latter is a bit of a misnomer. Not a mountain range pushed up by tectonic or volcanic 
movement as we tend to imagine them, but the remains of a large sedimentary block with a 
fairly sharp break to the east creating cliffs and gorges with steep run-off to the sea. To the 
west erosion has been nagging away at the deposits, and over millions of years sediments 
from the eroding tablelands to the east have accumulated to cover underlying rock formations. 
Sediments were moved by wind and water and the soil resources created became cracking 
clays (of low to high fertility) and hard setting soils with dispersible clay subsoils (of low to 
moderate fertility). There are large areas of black soil plain.  
 
Two types of river are typical, and they rise in different types of country. Ephemeral rivers 
like the Paroo, Warrego and Culgoa rise in the flat to undulating country of south-east 
Queensland. They are slow flowing and almost always carry silt loads of brown, grey or red 
mud. During droughts they may become strings of water holes, often far apart and probably 
connected by a subsurface flow. But from the Great Dividing Range with its areas of higher 
rainfall come perennial rivers, starting as flows of fresh sweet water that becomes gradually 
more salty as its moves downstream. The addition of salt is partly a fairly modern feature, the 
result of irrigation. 
 
The Darling is known as the "slowest river in the world" with flows of less than 1km/hr, even  
in flood time. Its rate of fall is about 5cm/km. The catchment area is so flat that less than 2% 
of precipitation reaches the river (Andrews 1983).    
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Dry creek bed 
 

During the last millennia the climatic changes of of the Quaternary Ice Ages affected the 
supply of water and debris to the river system, gradually creating an environment dominated 
by tussock grasses, graminoids, shrubs and some scrubland with trees and woody shrubs. This 
environment survives in patches and in some cases through administrative measures, e.g. the 
Narran Lakes (including the Ramsar area) and Culgoa National Park. 
 
 Narran Lake Nature Reserve has some typical and some rare species as well as examples of 
 Aboriginal heritage linked to some of these resources. Parts of the Narran Lakes area were 
 declared a Ramsar Site on 14/06/99. Ramsar wetlands need to be managed to ensure their 
 special character. 
 
 Culgoa National Park, on the upper Culgoa River, was proclaimed in April 1996 taking 
 15,615 hectares that were previously pastoral properties, “Byerawering” and “Cawwell”. 
 The National Parks and Wildlife Service also purchased “Burban Grange” which increased 
 their area to 22,000 hectares. Though the area was considered a typical floodplain there has 
 not been a flood in the river since purchase there has not been a flood in the river. 
 
Several tributaries to the Darling River come from the north, east and southeast.  
 
Starting from the north, Queensland's Balonne River splits into several channels that as the 
Culgoa, Birrie and Bokhara Rivers and running roughly parallel to the southwest enter the 
Barwon-Darling east and west of Brewarrina.  
 
The Barwon River (also coming from Queensland) becomes the Darling either at Brewarrina 
or at Bourke; opinions vary. They are the same river.  
 
A fourth branch from the Balonne becomes the Narran River which generally peters out in or 
before the Narran Lake east of Brewarrina.  
 
The Castlereagh and Macquarie Rivers coming from the south-east join the Barwon between 
Brewarrina and Walgett.  
 
The Bogan River coming from the south has few and minor tributaries and joins the Barwon-
Darling close to its Culgoa River junction.  
 
Tributaries are on the whole rare, notably west of the Culgoa, and surface water generally 
dependent on rainfall.  
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Rivers in NSW 
         
The rivers and tributaries cutting through these plains and low hills have a history of erratic 
flow closely related to climatic fluctuations but also affected by clearing and land use within 
the Shire and in adjoining areas. Present patterns show a gradual (but intermittent) decrease in 
water supplies. Some old residents have commented that they remember rivers flowing well 
much of the time and with plenty of fish.  
 

 
 

Typical flat plains in drought 
 

Parts of the Shire that are distant from rivers rely on tanks, dams and/or on bores tapping into 
ground water. In such flat or gently undulating country with modest and irregular rainfall it 
would seem difficult to keep dams filled. However, where clayey soil is close to the surface 
the rainwater will stay on the surface and from gentle but extensive slopes drain into farm 
dams. The Shire, once Aboriginal hunting and harvesting land, is now largely pastoral or farm 
land.  

Chapter 1 3



Chapter 2 Peopling the Land: Aboriginal Cultures  
 
The story of Aboriginal people in the Darling - Barwon areas goes back a long, long time and 
can be told in several ways. There is so much to say and so much more to find out that it will 
have to be a separate study. For the present report, aiming to find out what there is that people 
want to protect and preserve, it would not be possible to search out the many side lines and 
glimpses that would make the story alive and rich. That is a job for a proper storyteller. Here 
the story will start with the early contacts between Aborigines and the many newcomers 
moving in from many directions 
 
At the time of colonial settlement the Aboriginal people in the Brewarrina area were the 
Ngemba and the Fisheries as they are called in early documents was a focal point in their 
territory, but other tribes would also gather at the fish traps, each having their allotted area.  
 
William Colburn Mayne, the first Commissioner of Crown Lands for the pastoral district of 
Wellington, NSW, from 1846 to 1852, successfully recommended to the Government "that an 
area one square mile should be reserved on the river bank at a place called "Fishery" in order 
to preserve the fish traps built by natives." 
 
The Fisheries at Brewarrina was a meeting place for several tribes of Aboriginals who 
camped where there was an abundance of water and plenty of fresh water fish in the Barwon 
River. The stone yards constructed in the river were formed to trap the fish so they were 
easier to catch. They would drive the fish from the large traps into smaller ones by splashing 
the water with their hands and feet. The level of the river was most important, in a big flow 
the stones would be covered and unusable to trap fish. Today some of the stones have gone, 
either being removed manually or washed down the river during a flood but repairs are being 
carefully planned. 
 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 
 

Brewarrina Fish traps 
 
Brewarrina is still very much an Aboriginal place with a large Aboriginal population. And 
two smaller centres, Goodooga and Weilmoringle, are largely inhabited by Aborigines. This 
is in spite of diseases and periods of tension and strife between Aborigines and settlers.  
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Explorers coming through Bourke, Sturt in 1833 and Michell two years later, noted a 
smallpox epidemic. The first settlers arrived in the Brewarrina area about 1841 and in 1845 an 
estimate of some 3,000 Kooris was recorded. These were the Burrabinja people. 
 
The Rev. William Ridley who made a trip along the Barwon River is reported in the Sydney 
Morning Herald 13th December 1855 speaking of "many aborigines being slain". Another 
report in the Northern Star 28th July 1914, writes of a massacre in 1859 of some 300 people. 
By 1915 dispersal policies or actions by settlers and Native Police apparently resulted in only 
three Burrabinja persons remaining in the area, 
 
Past administrative measures such as forced relocation appear to have had mixed aims - to 
provide supervision and care and but also to reduce confrontation.  
 
Some early buildings included features to make defence possible in case of attack. In the early 
days of white settlement there were a number of massacres involving both black and white. 
The massacre most spoken of in Brewarrina was the Hospital Creek massacre, and there are 
different stories of how it happened. There appear to have been several massacres that have 
over time in folk memory been condensed into one. Stones have been arranged as a memorial 
to those who died. This memorial is situated near the Hospital Creek bridge on the Brewarrina 
to Goodooga road. This is not the actual place of the massacre(s); one location was further 
down the gully towards the Bokhara River. 
 
One story tells how the massacre was sparked off by a cross cultural clash when a stockman 
(a white man) refused to give up his relationship with a Koori woman so she could return to 
her people. In spite of  being warned by local Kooris he would not relinquish her so they 
burnt his hut and killed the cattle. Some other white stockmen saw the smoke and came to see 
what had happened. They chased the Kooris and a large number were killed. 
 
On the other hand there are also stories of mutual help and respect. Some pastoralists have 
written with admiration of their skilled Koori workmen. A number of accounts can be found 
in the compilations made by E. Thompson (see References). 
 
Peter Thompson completed a listing of Aboriginal reserves as part of the NPWS Missions 
Project. It was noted that the legal status of some of these reserves may need clarification. A 
number of Aboriginal reserves were gazetted and forgotten about and never formally revoked 
nor put on a map; others may have been planned and used but never gazetted. In common 
parlance many reserves were referred to as Missions even where there was little or no formal 
missionary influence. In addition to the formal reserves, a number of pastoral stations had 
"Station Camps" for their Koori workers. 
 
The Brewarrina Aboriginal Mission was established in 1887 on the northern bank of the 
Barwon River, 10 miles east of Brewarrina, on land resumed from the property Quantambone. 
Missionaries were to establish a ration station to entice the residents of an Aboriginal camp at 
Brewarrina out of town. The Aboriginal Welfare Board was in control. At the same time the 
Aboriginal people in the Barwon 4 Reserve  (unmanaged reserve reputedly notified 1842, 
1850, originally 640 acres on both sides of the river, now 722 hectares) near the Fisheries on 
the northern bank of the Barwon River would leave the town to expand on the southern bank 
(McGuigan 1984, Menin 1996). Kooris remained at Barwon 4 but some moved to the Mission 
when a school was established there. (Note that Portion 19, Parish Goonoo, County Narran, 
remains LALC land). Later some of the Koori children attended school in town. Some Koori 
pastoral workers lived in a camp close to Quantambone homestead and worked at the station. 
If more workers were needed men were sent from the Mission. The women were employed as 
domestics on the station.  
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In the 1930s the Aboriginal Welfare Board was given more power to take Koori people from 
all town camps, small reserves and stations in the State to concentrate them on a few tightly 
controlled stations. This had been tried already in 1923 when they tried to move Walgett 
Kooris to Angledool, only to see them return home within the year. 
  
Angledool Aboriginal Reserve 41025/6 (listed as a managed reserve) of 25 acres 2 roods 27 
perches was notified 7/11/1906. It became an APB Station in 1912 (McGuigan 1984, Menin 
1996). It is generally referred to as "The Mission". There were no buildings or facilities until 
1910 when huts were erected and further development took place. During the 1930s there 
appeared to be no race problems locally but Mission Aborigines were still forced to move to 
Brewarrina in 1936. Some are still there. 
 
Goodooga Aboriginal Reserve 44303 was notified 1/9/1909 and revoked 26/1/1945 (from a 
letter from Crown Solicitor to Director Youth and Community Services, 12/2/1979, Portion 
76, 80 acres , Parish Cowga. County Narran.)  This was a managed reserve and appears to be 
the area often called "the Mission". 
 
Walgett North and Brewarrina Pastoral Districts took action in 1934 to break up the pastoral 
properties. The holdings where the Koori camps were located were: Gundabluie, Dunumbral, 
Angledool, Bangate, Gingie, Dungalear, Boorooma and Weilmoringle. 
 
The Wailwan Kooris from the Quambone area were the first people to be ‘concentrated ‘on 
Brewarrina station. They only stayed a couple of years. 
 
In the mid 1930s the Koori population of Brewarrina town and stations principally comprised 
the Wailwan 'Ngiyampaa' speaking river people and Murawari speaking people from the land 
to the north west who had been forced into Brewarrina in 1911, a sometimes uneasy mix of 
peoples. 
 
The town Koori population during the depression rose from about 70 in 1927 to 150 in 1934. 
On the mission there were 70 in 1927 rising to over 200 between 1931 and 1934. The increase 
in the town alarmed the Municipal Council who demanded that ‘the black population be 
moved from Brewarrina town to the Mission’. 
 
In 1935 the Municipal Council were again concerned about the increasing numbers of 
Aboriginals in the town so ordered the police to use their powers to remove the ‘humpies’ the 
Kooris had built near the Bourke road, and also to enforce the ‘curfew’ more strictly. There 
was in fact no legal ‘curfew’, but Council decided they were entitled to enforce one. This 
resulted in the Kooris being harassed in the streets and being intimidated, especially the ones 
from the Mission. 
 
The next group to be moved to Brewarrina comprised the Angledool Kooris, most of whom 
were Yuwalaraay speaking people as well as some Kamilaroi speaking people from the land 
east of the Barwon River who lived on stations. It took a couple of months to prepare to move 
over 100 people to Brewarrina. They were told they were going into ‘fine’ homes but on 
arrival found the homes were not to their liking. They demanded better housing, but they 
wanted it at Angledool, not Brewarrina. Some Angledool people still live in Brewarrina. 
     
The Brewarrina town population of Aboriginals continued to increase. By 1937 45 of the 90 
children at the Public School were Aboriginal. 
 
In 1938 the Aboriginal Protection Board organised the ‘concentration’ of another group of 
people, the Wangkumara living at Tibooburra. In their camp at Tibooburra the numbers had 
gone from 30 in 1928 to 148 in 1937. The Aboriginal Protection Board told them to gather 
their belongings under police surveillance, then forced them onto trucks. There were 130 who 
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made the two day trip to Brewarrina Mission. 
 
The Brewarrina Mission prepared to close in 1960. No buildings remain, but the cemetery at 
the former mission is still there and important to the Aboriginal community. 
 

 
 

Brewarrina Mission Cemetery 
 

Attitudes and policies were gradually changing. In 1954 the Board created a scheme enabling 
Aboriginals to buy or erect their own homes on very favourable terms. Loans up to 3,500 
pounds at 3.5 % reducible interest available on 50 pounds deposit where a house is bought or 
on ownership of a block of land. This was to help certain Aboriginals to become independent 
of the community. 
 
In 1965 thirty houses were erected by the Aboriginal Welfare Board at West Brewarrina 
(called Dodge) for Aboriginals from the Mission. It was estimated they would pay a nominal 
rent with pensioners getting assistance, and with special consideration taken for extreme 
hardship. Through the Aboriginal Welfare Board the Chief Secretary Mr. E.A. Willis 
announced a further 50,000 pounds for home loans for Aboriginals, bringing it to a total of 
169,500 pounds, made available in November 1965. 
 
For the Aborigines the expansion of the pastoral settlers had had a massive impact on their 
way of life and it was a further blow when the Government of  the day ruled they could not 
own or inherit leasehold land.                                                                                 
     
Large numbers of Aboriginal people had survived in their camps on properties, managing to 
preserve many of their customs and at the same time becoming part of the community. After 
the Government forcibly removed them from their camps they drifted to towns. Those who 
were educated on the Missions and in Public Schools often had a good knowledge of reading, 
writing and mathematics that enabled them to assimilate into the white communities. 
 
There are now various forms of social assistance for Aborigines and Aboriginal organizations 
handling their own affairs, such as the Local Aboriginal Land Council and the Western 
Aboriginal Legal Service. 
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Aboriginal members of the community are taking an active role in its affairs, e.g. as Shire 
Councillors. A recent mayor of Brewarrina was Aboriginal. 
 
The reserve at Angledool was mentioned above and a number of Kooris still live in the 
community. The fenced traditional cemetery is treasured (see Chapter 8). In the Goodooga 
reserve on the Bokhara River some Koori people still reside in tin humpies, others in modern 
houses built for them by the Aboriginal Land Council or in houses in Goodooga town. Also at 
Goodooga there are two small, separate and fenced Aboriginal cemeteries near the reserve. 
 
An Aboriginal reserve was proclaimed at Deniwan (a settlement on the Culgoa River north of 
Weilmoringle) in 1913. Deniwan was situated in Tatala paddock, on the main stock route 
between Cunnamulla in Queensland and Brewarrina in NSW. A. Thompson (BBM5, pp.41-
42) wrote about how large numbers of sheep, cattle, horses, and later motor vehicles passed 
through it. Quite often drovers employed men from Deniwan for droving trips.  
 
Station owners or managers employed men for fencing and yard building. During droughts 
they were employed for scrub cutting, and at other times they were ringbarking, burr cutting 
and sucker bashing. Some of the Aborigines were excellent axe men and craftsmen.  
 
Women did their washing in the river and carried water the three miles back to their camp for 
general use. To clear the water and improve it for drinking they would add crushed kopi 
(gypsum) to the drum of water. 
 
They had corroborees there on specified nights, probably some of the last in the Shire area. 
All joined in and enjoyed the dancing and singing. They also had their own doctors whom 
they called Doctor Blackfellas. Though not trained in European style medicine they were 
recognised as doctors by the people. 
 
By 1923 Deniwan was run down, having only a Post Office/General Store, a Police Station 
and several humpies. The hotel burnt down and the Receiving Office moved to Tatala Police 
Barracks. It was renamed Bourah Receiving Office until the name was changed to Deniwan 
Receiving Office in 1907. When the Police Station closed the mail was handled at the Store.                                     
      
Weilmoringle employed Aboriginals from Deniwan and the station manager, Frank Webb, in 
the 1930s allowed their families to live on the Travelling Stock Reserve at Weilmoringle. 
They moved to camp in humpies on the east side of the Culgoa River at Weilmoringle. Most 
of the families at Deniwan gradually moved to Weilmoringle and Goodooga. By the early 
1940s Deniwan was deserted and the telephone exchange moved to Weilmoringle. 
 
Because of floods the Weilmoringle Aborigines moved their humpies to the west side of the 
river in 1954, and in times of a big flood they moved to the sand hill. A washroom was built 
and bore water laid on with drought relief money. A recent owner, Rens Gill, handed over 
title to land to the Kooris in what had been a Station Camp, so that they could own their 
homes.  In 1977 houses were built on each side of the road in the reserve area on the west side 
of the river. The Indigenous Land Corporation has bought Weilmoringle Station for the 
Murrawarri and other Aborigines still living there. 
 
The Murrawari at Deniwan were a matriarchal group and their last recognised princess was 
Granny Bailey who died in the late 1950s. Her husband was King Billy Bailey who died in 
the 1940s. The Byno family (Jenny, Vera, Dorothy and Henry) are direct descendants through 
their mother Tottie Bailey (Byno), daughter of King Billy. 
 
Culgoa Downs Aboriginal reserve, described as abandoned in the early 1930s, was not listed 
by Peter Thompson but is probably the same as Deniwan. 
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Chapter 2 6

At Bangate Station, 35 km north-west of Lightning Ridge, there was a Pastoral Station Camp 
from 1870s to mid 20th century. Station records list: 1910-1925 station hands; 1919-1925 
rations; ? - 1942 sheep rations; 1935-1936 rations.  
 
This property was in the late 1800s held by Langloh-Parker. Katie Langloh-Parker recorded 
local Koori legends. She published stories ("Australian Legendary Tales") as well as a book 
about Koori life ("The Euahlayi Tribe). 
 
From an Aboriginal point of view the system of forced removal was tragic in that it removed 
them from traditional lands, so vitally important in terms of beliefs and cultural traditions, and 
split families and communities. On the other hand the reserves and missions, if functioning, 
provided protected areas where it could be possible to build new groupings and links unless 
the mixture of cultural groups was too divergent. 
 
Mentioning bushrangers here is not to suggest that most of them were Aboriginal but in some 
cases racial prejudice appears to have helped push individuals into such a role. 
 
Jimmy and Joe Governor – Bushrangers. During September 1900 members of Aboriginal 
families at Wollar, including the Governor family were taken to Mudgee and put on a train for 
Byrock where they were put on the train to Brewarrina. The group included Jack Governor, 
Tony Coombes, Tommy Picton, Harry Springett, Annie Governor (56 years old and Jims’ 
mother), Tottie Governor (23 years), Dinah Governor (14 years), Charles Governor (9 years), 
Jane Governor (5 years) and Roy Governor (3 years). On arrival in Brewarrina they were 
taken to the Mission. 
 
Annie married William Free, Tottie married John Coombes in October 1900, Jack married 
Eliza Wilson in 1904 (she was a widow born Williams) and Dinah married Jack Murray in 
1912. William Free died in 1909 and is buried in Brewarrina cemetery. Annie Free died in 
1915 and is buried in the Brewarrina Mission cemetery. The descendants of these families 
are still around Brewarrina. 
 
The book” the Chant of Jimmy the Blacksmith” by T. Keneally is one rendering of the stories 
of the Governors escapades. Local informants in the Ulan area have told of reasons why 
Jimmy went berserk: the community's attitude to his wife and being cheated of his pay for 
fencing work by a local farmer (L.Haglund, pers.com.).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 3: Colonial Settlement 
 
3.1 Setting the stage.  
 
Two indicative sketches from earliest times 
“The admirals were scouting out someone to accompany Captain Robert Fitzroy on his two 
year survey of coastal South America. Fitzroy, only twenty six himself, wanted a young 
companion, a well bred gentleman, who could relieve the isolation of command, someone to 
share the Captain’s table. Better still if he were a naturalist, for there would be unprecedented 
opportunities…and a man of zeal and spirit could do wonders” (Desmond & Moore 1992). 
 
Captain Fitzroy was fortunate in his choice. He took aboard HMS Beagle; a man who did 
wonders, a man of surpassing genius that would give immortality to the voyage of the Beagle 
and change for all time mankind’s view of itself. The Captain had engaged Charles Darwin.  
 
When the Beagle dropped anchor in Sydney Cove Darwin was early ashore to examine as 
much as he could of Sydney and the surrounding countryside. He was, initially at least, 
impressed with the growth and prosperity of the settlements which he put down to the “giant 
force of the parent country… a magnificent testimony to the power of the British nation: here: 
scores of years have affected many times more than centuries in South America – My first 
feeling was to congratulate myself that I was born an Englishman”.  But, on 27.1.1836 he 
rode to ‘Vineyard’, the property of Hannibal MacArthur and was entertained at luncheon in a 
setting that he announced “would be considered a very superior one, even in England”. The 
young women who made up much of the party were not complimented. “Oh! We are 
Australians and know nothing of England.” (Ellis, 1994). 
 
Many weeks later as the Beagle sailed for the Cocos Islands he noted: “Farewell Australia … 
I leave your shores without sorrow or regret” (Desmond & Moore 1992). Homo Sapiens, of 
the English variety at least, had, or so it seems, achieved a more rapid identification with the 
country of their nurture than he had anticipated, a misapprehension Darwin held in common 
with a number of the early colonial governors. 
 
No doubt the young ‘Australian’ ladies were supporters of Mr W.C. Wentworth “who 
maintained that all land within the colony’s boundaries belonged to the colonists, and in that 
case the Governor had no more right to make regulations about it without consent of his 
Council, than he had to levy customs duties or alter the law at his own will and pleasure.” 
(Roberts, 1975). 
 

*** 
 
On the Beagle’s South American voyage Lieutenant John Lort Stokes shared the cupboard 
that passed for a cabin with Darwin. Stokes returned to Australia in 1841 as Captain of the 
Beagle to complete a survey of that portion of the Gulf of Carpentaria that Flinders in 1802/3 
had been obliged to leave undone. His command, the HMS Investigator, was in perilous 
condition, she barely made it back to Sydney and miraculously reached Falmouth to be 
broken up before the Admiralty, chronically short of ships, tried to extract a few more months 
of buoyancy from her. 
 
“On the 2nd August Stokes had intended to search for fresh water and have a look around. He 
took one of the Beagle’s boats into the mouth of a stream he named the ‘Albert’ and next day 
was delighted to find the water in a branch he entered was fresh. Stokes was impressed. 
 
‘Of the importance of our discovery there could no longer be any doubt…onwards we 
hurried, the influence of the tide being rarely felt and the river preserving SW, 1//25 direction 
… and we began to congratulate ourselves on at last having found a stream that would carry 
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our boats far towards the point it was always my ambition to reach – the centre of Australia’. 
He took the boat fifty miles before: fallen limbs, lack of provisions and other difficulties 
persuaded him to give up this ambition and settle for a walk.” (Burless J., n.d.) 
 

*** 
 

Flinders was also encouraged to search for rivers that would open western lands to cheap 
transportation. 
 
“ His next expedition (1799/1800) was to examine Glasshouse Bay and Herveys Bay in the 
hope of discovering large navigable rivers giving easy access to the unknown inland regions 
of the continent. He found none. There were none to find. 
 
Australia’s major river system, the Murray/Darling, which is the only water way that could 
serve Governor Hunter’s purpose, pours into Lake Alexandrina, a vast principality of birds on 
the coast of the South Australian colony, and spills quietly from lake to ocean behind a long 
narrow spit of land. Flinders, as he sailed past the mouth of the Richmond River was unaware 
that beyond the watershed of mountain ranges in clear view to the west, rise the head waters 
of the Condamine that runs to the Darling and finally into the Southern ocean a half a 
continent away. 
 
Charting those shores a few brief years later he was to miss the hidden mouth. Flinders did 
not expect entry to a mighty stream that had meandered a thousand or more miles through the 
interior to be so cunningly concealed”.  (Nehl & Burless 2007) 
 
But a little more than 40 years later the Murray/Darling system was to bear more than 200 
steamers carrying the bulk of the Colony’s wool clip. 
 

*** 
 
3.2 A brief survey of land settlement in NSW. 
 
The process of land legislation in NSW and indeed any of the colonies was anything but a 
smooth transition from stage to stage. It was a maelstrom of: conflicting interests, jealousies, 
political mayhem and unrealistic attempts to confine settlement within surveyed or physically 
obvious boundaries. Governors felt ill equipped to deal with the administration of a colony in 
which the population was dispersed over thousands of square miles of unsurveyed, in fact 
wholly unknown, country.  
 
Consequently the Nineteen Counties marked the Limits of Location (1826) imposed by 
Governor Darling in accordance with his instructions from Secretary of State, Lord Bathurst 
and a little expanded in the following Order of 1831 (See plan below). From that point there 
were no more free Land Grants and any land put up for sale must be within the bounds of the 
Nineteen Counties: Port Macquarie to the north, coast-wise to Moruya and east of a line from 
Wellington to Yass and south of the Liverpool Range. 
 
Crown Grants from the Governor was the first medium of conveying title to land and 
Governor Phillip arrived with firm instructions on how he should proceed with: bona fide free 
settlers (if any), convicts who had served their sentence, women and to marines who elected 
to stay in the colony.  
 

The NSW Corps, once it had deposed Bligh, made its own rules but as it transpired, the 
British Government exceeded the 100-acre limit within which Phillip had worked and made a 

Grant of 5000 acres to John Macarthur for the sustenance of sheep. 
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There was no prior consultation with the colonial authority in Sydney and the Grant marked 
recognition of the need for larger areas if grazing were to be encouraged. But even the 
suggestion of 2,000-acre farms had no place on the vast plains of the Darling watershed 
where the movement of stock from water to water and pasturage to pasturage required 
immense areas and constant shepherding. 
 
The Grant to Macarthur was not however the only recognition of the potential value of land in 
NSW. In 1819 Mr J.T. Bigge, a judge, was commissioned to inquire extensively into 
conditions in NSW. He spent seventeen months in the colony. The three volumes of his 
Report were submitted sequentially to the British Parliament during 1822/1823 and aroused 
interest amongst the financially and politically influential. This interest took commercial 
shape. The Australian Agricultural Company, which functions still, was formed in 1824 with 
a Grant of 1,000,000 acres. 
 
The nineteen Counties were soon occupied and the pressure of increasing flocks was 
manifest. When Macquarie came in 1809 there were only 35,388 sheep and 12,422 cattle; 
eleven years later, when the old proconsul left the colony, the numbers had grown to 290,000 
sheep and 103,000 beasts. And by then, Blaxland, Lawson and that energetic youth, W.C. 
Wentworth had threaded and climbed their way through the misty blue of the western 
mountain barrier and from the peak looked down to see before them “a vision splendid of the 
sunlit plains extended.”  
 
Macquarie was impressed with their Report. A road was built, the township of Bathurst 
planned, and a vista of endless western plains was spread before the stockmen. 
 
Professor S.H. Roberts refers to the way in which ”the stockmen absolutely unaided by 
Government, and often in defiance of it, pushed into newer and even newer country and 
gradually spread over the face of the continent. The lure of ‘better country further out’ was 
too much for the most settled of mortals and it required” little  “to make men saddle their 
horses, yoke up their bullocks, and simply – set out…. The lust of the unknown was on them; 
the envy of their fellows and the determination in themselves to win through in competition 
spurred them on, and apart from the appeal of them all; the annual increase of the flocks 
provided and adequate economic motive…It was all a huge lottery, with dogged pluck and 
character determining survival – helped not a little, it must be added, by trained bushmanship 
and ‘a stock sense’” (Roberts, S.L.1975) 
 
And so they moved: beyond the confines of the Counties, beyond the “settled districts” and in 
the language of the day ‘beyond the boundaries’ drawn by Governor Darling in 1829 when he 
divided eastern Australia into two regions, the settled and the unsettled.  
 
What a sop to administrative expedience the Governor’s line was to be; on one side all of the 
facilities the administration could manage to extend: settled land law, local justice, police 
protection, attempts at road making, the ease of communal life based, one can but suppose, on 
an English vista of neat villages, small orderly fields, probably a squire or two and kindly 
vicars who, unlike the Reverend Samuel Marsden, would not save the New Testament for 
sermons and take with them to a seat on the Bench of Justices his appetite for the more severe 
penalties of the Old; not that the floggings he handed down seemed to have salutary impact 
on the criminals of  Parramatta, of whom the younger would have shared one vital belief with 
Darwin’s young ladies – they knew they were Australians. 
 
Beyond the boundaries was however a very different thing and to trespass into this forbidden 
territory, meant not only a divorcement but also a descent into nonentity. There was no 
governmental management, those who transgressed had no official existence and officers of 
government were their enemies. As Roberts comments, “it was just as if they had gone east of 
Sydney Harbour into the sea! They were entering a land where Government influence did not 
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run, and the very existence of which was denied in official documents” (Roberts, S.L.1975) 
even though it represented 95% of the continent. At least young Mr Wentworth, an editor of 
‘The Australian’, kept up the steady bombardment that drove His Excellency General Darling 
to a number of libel actions against Wentworth and his fellow editors, which, as the cases 
were heard before juries of military officers, the General usually won. They were none the 
less the form of tactical success that leads inevitably to strategic defeat; the Secretary of State 
was obliged to insist on the institution of ordinary juries in all cases. 
 
The situation could hardly be continued without intervention. The stockmen kept moving 
their mobs out, found land, squatted on it and either: failed, survived or prospered. A political 
solution was necessary. The Government opted for the concept of licensed trespassers. 
 
“Moves to depasture stock outside the concentrated settlements of NSW first began without 
official sanction in the 1820’s. They continued in the following two decades. So-called 
‘squatters’ simply moved onto land unoccupied by other squatters and took possession of that 
land without right or title to it. Faced with this fait accompli, the NSW legislature enacted the 
‘Squatting Acts’, instituting a system of pastoral licences. For a fixed annual licence fee 
holders of such licences were permitted to occupy land outside the settled districts for pastoral 
purposes. The squatters objected to the intrusion into their de facto activities. The 
Government was concerned about uncontrolled activities on Crown land, particularly where 
the land was acquired without payment, unsurveyed and beyond legal and administrative 
control. Hence the Crown Lands Unauthorized Occupation Act 1839 NSW established a 
Border Police Force “for the mutual protection and security of all persons lawfully occupying 
or being upon Crown lands beyond the limits allotted for location …”. That Act clearly 
contemplated Aboriginals “being upon” Crown lands, including those lawfully occupied by 
the holders of licences. Regulations made in 1839 provided that such licences could be 
cancelled if the licensee were convicted “of any malicious in jury committed upon or against 
and aboriginal native or other person…” 
 
By the Sale of Waste Lands Act 1842 (Imp 5&6 Vict c104) the Imperial Parliament brought 
all grants of Crown Land under legislative supervision. In 1846 the Imperial Parliament 
enacted the Sale of Waste Lands Act Amendment Act (9&10 Vict c104). By s 1 (= section 1), 
it was made lawful for HM to demise for any term of years not exceeding fourteen, to any 
Person or Persons, and Waste Land of the Crown in the Colonies…” this Act was 
implemented in NSW by Order in Council (O in C) of 9th March 1847. By Chapter II s 1 of 
the O in C the Governor was empowered to grant leases of land in the unsettled districts for 
any term not exceeding fourteen years for pastoral purposes. 
 
A further O in C of 18 July 1849 was declaratory of existing rights under the Sale of Waste 
Lands Amendment Act 1846 and the O in C of 9th March 1847. Thereafter pastoralists 
outside the settled districts of the colony held their lands on leases of 8 or 14 years duration, 
for low annual rents. A right of resumption was retained by the crown and the right of pre-
emption of the fee simple of the land, or part thereof, was granted to the Crown’s leasehold 
tenants”. 
 
But these were all legislative Acts designed into bring practical legitimacy to the unrestrained 
use of supposedly “unoccupied” Crown Lands. 
 
Initially Governor Bourke, in an attempt to gain a semblance of administrative control over 
the eruption of pastoralists (the ‘squatters’ as they were soon called) into the unsettled areas, 
officially divided the plains country into ‘pastoral districts. It fell to his successor Governor 
Gipps to enact the law and provide for each district a Land Commissioner with ‘make or 
break’ powers as well as command of a Border Police-force established to keep order and 
safeguard property; primarily, the disorder and damage primarily caused by Aboriginal 
defence of their own prior and ancient land rights. There were considerable, indeed furious, 
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objections from Gipps’s Council and most residents of NSW weighed in with invective. To be 
saddled with the costs of, a Police protection, and probably those of the Commissioners as 
well, was not appealing. The idea of government interference was in any case, anathema. 
Apart from which the licence fees were excessively high, and Gipps's character considered 
low. Anything that could be translated into matter for criticism of the Governor was hauled 
out, decorated and flung at him. None the less the Act was passed with little amendment in 
1839. 
 
The Districts extended from Moreton Bay to Fort Bourke on the Darling and probably 
beyond. The Census of 1840 revealed 673 stations with a population of 6,664, running 
352,000 cattle and 1,204,000 sheep. The average exports of wool had risen from 2 1/4 million 
pounds to 6 million pounds. Wool had become big business.  
 
From 1839 Sir George Gipps was engaged in a continuing battle with squatters in the remote 
areas and perhaps with all pastoralists regardless of their location. Mr Wentworth would raise 
the cry of  “no taxation without representation” or any other emotive statement of principle 
that occurred to him. Sir George in the right of the Crown was determined to retain Crown 
Lands for posterity. Mr Wentworth was determined that the energy and initiative of the 
‘stockmen’ would be rewarded with a secure tenure that would allow for costly improvements 
to be made. Sir George obviously appreciated Wentworth’s stance and legislation did greatly 
improve the position of those on licensed runs. But it was unlikely that Mr Wentworth could 
be satisfied. He wanted self-government and his own way.  
 
In 1845 at a meeting of Australian squatting interests with members of the Imperial 
Government the question was asked of the Australians, “what conditions of lease would suit 
you?” (Roberts, S.L.1975) The rhyming reply, “My Lord / It sounds more clever/to me and to 
my heirs forever”. This had the ring of truth that may have been realized in the extension of 
perpetual leases. 
 
Sir George Gipps was recalled. A pity – he was a careful and honest man. The bitter battles of 
NSW politics had destroyed him, and broken in health he died soon after his return to Britain 
in 1846. 
 
Although the first five years of the 40s were difficult for Sir George Gipps they were well 
nigh impossible for many squatters. The ebullient prosperity upon which Governor Bourke 
had remarked as a state of  “unexampled prosperity” in 1837 had diminished as quickly as 
had water in the water holes during the savage drought of the late 30s and early 40s. The 
flood of easy credit, from which any person of reasonable repute could dip, buy a mob, head 
up country and pay off the loan with a wool cheque was disappearing just as swiftly. The 
country had run mad. A Melbourne allotment purchased for 150 pounds in 1839, changed 
hands for    £10, 224. This is a situation not unknown in Australia and was to be repeated 
even more devastatingly in the 1890s. Banks and lending agencies forsook elementary 
prudence in assessment of security for fear of losing a customer who would soon be suited 
elsewhere. The Official History of NSW puts the cause far too simply: 
 
 “The Australian Agricultural Company about this time commenced operations on an 
extensive scale and the their rapid purchases caused a remarkable rise in the price of 
livestock. The result was a rapid accumulation of wealth by the pastoralists and a mania for 
the possession of flocks and herds seized all classes of the community… severe drought of 
nearly three years continuance visited the colony, the result of which that many fortunes were 
sunk and many families ruined…Widespread distress was the result. This was intensified by 
the fact that large sums of money had to be sent out of the colony for breadstuffs, owing to 
the pursuit of agriculture being almost abandoned during the pastoral mania, and also to the 
drought destroying most of what wheat and maize was planted” (quoted in Jose, A.W. 1909). 
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The Bank of Australia, The Sydney Bank and the Bank of Port Phillip failed and those that 
survived held two million pouinds in discounted bills, drawn and endorsed by men already 
“flocking to the Insolvency Court.” 
 
Sir George Gipps in his assessment referred to, “the reckless activity with which capital of all 
sorts, but especially Banking Capital was poured in, seeking greedy gains at usurious interest, 
between 1834 and 1840, the mischief beginning with the commencement of business by the 
Chartered Bank of Australasia in 1836.” 
 
The country recovered rapidly; one good season can make up for a number of bad ones if the 
spirit is there, and wool was still in demand; that it was all to happen again a half a century 
later, even more catastrophically and for much the same reason shows an unlimited 
confidence in the market, the capacity of the country to renew itself and a touching but 
unrealistic trust in the probity of bankers. 
 
During this period Council passed two pieces of legislation, both the brainchildren of 
Wentworth,  
 
‘The Solvent Debtors’ Act by which a debtor clearly able to pay if given time, was given both 
the time and control of his property until the debt was met. The second, which had a very 
sticky, run through the Imperial Parliament and has since become a fact of pastoral life. The 
Lien on Wool Act. “A stockholder could make a preferable lien on his wool from season to 
season: he would guarantee a merchant early in the year that he would sell him his clip at the 
end of it and would get an advance, usually eight pence a pound on the coming clip. In effect 
a squatter could obtain mortgages on stock, without delivering them to the lender” (5). It was 
not a concept easily reconciled with British law and the Secretary of State saw it as a measure 
that would encourage improvidence and imperil the lender. The history of the submission and 
resubmission of the Bill makes interesting reading. But finally this ‘temporary measure’ 
became law and remained in use for over a century.  
 
One aftermath of the ‘gold rushes’, which had created throughout the colonies scattered 
centres of population, was the number of disappointed ‘diggers’ who, growing sick of 
burrowing for elusive fortune, wanted to exchange the life of a digger for that of a farmer.  
They were by no means the only seekers: rural workers, towns-folk and emigrants looked to 
the open spacers of the colony for a living and an opportunity for wealth - within living 
memory even the biggest squatters were none other than the usually impecunious young 
stockmen who had risked all they had: to move ‘beyond the boundaries’, to trespass on 
Crown Land and say “to hell with the Governor”. The problem for the potential incomers was 
how to acquire a title to land when, in the Western division for one, almost all of it was 
‘locked up’ in pastoral leases carrying a right of pre-emption that was owned by the very men 
who had, by a mixture of trespass, illegality and bravado taken the land in the first place – or 
so they believed. 
 
There were major differences, 1820 was not 1860. From 1855/56 NSW was self-governing, 
the era of British Governors with autocratic powers had passed. Many of the original squatters 
had fallen by the wayside. It was not an easy life: drought, financial depression, incapacity to 
cope with the rigours of management in the remote areas, stock problems and simple bad luck 
had weeded out many of them and on a number of stations the original holders were joined in 
administration of the enterprise by representatives of creditor finance and merchant houses in 
the City. The first NSW government was certainly dominated squatter and urban landlord 
interests but this was soon followed by the governments of Henry Parkes and of John 
Robertson, neither of whom supported the squatting line although Roberson was himself of 
that fraternity. It was to Robertson that the colony owed the Land Acts of 1861. 
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This legislation allowed anyone to take up a selection anywhere. Three conditions applied: 
the area must be not less that 40 and not more than 320 acres; the price was one pound per 
acre, of which the selector must pay five shillings down, and the rest by instalments; and the 
selector must personally live on his selection and improve it by fencing and other useful work 
at the rate of one pound per acre. The Acts did not apply to land already sold or in or near 
towns or areas reserved for special purposes. They did apply to the vast areas leased by 
squatters and it was possible to pick out rich patches, and water frontages leaving the squatter 
with poor pasturage and no water. A man and his wife could, as individuals select 320 acres 
each and a further 320 acres for as many children as they possessed. The squatters could use: 
dummies or freehold areas by way of pre-emption, or, so it was said, force. 
 
Unfortunately Sir John Robertson in a well-intentioned endeavour to make land available on 
generous terms by way of ‘selection before survey’ brought about a degree of social 
animosity that for decades abrasively divided Australian rural society. Graziers were 
frequently adjectivally qualified as ‘wealthy’ when their record of great prosperity was and is, 
to say the least of it, spasmodic and dependent on: the weather, pests, markets; and what was 
perceived as their assumption of social superiority drawn from possession of a large area of 
frequently profitless country did not endear them to those they chose to regard as inferiors.  
 
Extract from Descriptive Sketches of NSW – Western District, 1888. Bourke: 
“From the balcony of either of the large hotels by the river where most of the life of the 
town focuses, or passes by, much that is interesting or peculiar may be seen. The larger hotels 
after the old colonial style, are divided into two parts – this the squatter’s side, that the 
bushman’s. There are of course characters of all sorts and many are steady and sober, but too 
many of the bushmen, shearers, boundary riders, drovers, steam boat men, all drink together, 
get drunk, lie upon benches, get sober, go down to the river for a swim, “get broke” – or in 
more intelligible phrase, spend their earnings – and clear out to work again. 
 
The squatters – old fellows inured to bush life and lost to all desire of the city, and young 
fellows only a year from the coast but all of the fine coppery hue which a year on the Darling 
still puts on – lounge about on the other side. The business of the day seems to be to lounge to 
drink at intervals, to yarn continuously, to speculate on the prospects of the season, and, 
without ceasing, but in their own fashion, to pray for rain.” 
 
In the settled districts the Robertson Act of 1861 worked effectively. Elsewhere it was a 
brave, but dismal failure. The intent, of settling small farmers on fertile patches of land was 
not achieved. In 22 years 60,000 applications were made and of them two-thirds judged to be 
either dummies or failures; the land in question returning to the run from which it had been 
claimed. 
 
The Royal Commission inquiring into the difficulties of administration reported: - 
 
“It (The Act) has tarnished the personal virtues of veracity and honourable dealing by the 
daily habit of intrigue, by the daily practise of evading the law, and by declarations in 
defiance of fact universally made. Self interest has created a laxity of conscience in all 
matters connected with the land laws, and stain attaches to men of all classes and degrees”. 
(Jose, A.W. 1909) 
 
There followed a period of what has been termed ‘experimental reform’ involving processes 
of: re-purchase, land taxation, survey before selection (classification), another Royal 
Commission (1901) and the Western Lands Act of 1901, many of them to one extent or 
another influenced by the Depression of the late 80s/90s when foreclosures must have greatly 
reduced the number of independent leaseholders, leaving management pro temp in the hands 
of such banks and mercantile agencies as had not themselves succumbed to the devastation of 
the times - or alternatively the Colonial Bankruptcy authorities. 

Chapter 3 8



Currently the Western Land Division is administered under relevant Crown Lands Acts. The 
Western Land Act of 1901 (associated Amendments and Regulations) has direct impact. The 
31,000,000 hectares embraces 4,250 grazing leases combined in 1,500 holdings and 520 
agricultural leases are represented in 322 holdings. There are 859 other leases in the MIA and 
805 licenses for the occupation of Crown Lands. 
 
(See also Ariel 1938, Clark, M. 1955, Ellis, M.H. 1952, Ellis, M.H. 1955, Hughes, R. 1988, 
Jose, A.W. 1909, Jose, A.W. 1919, Larcombe 1973, Larcombe 1976, Phillips, P. 1986,  
Rothery F. 1970, Younger, R.M. 1970 
 
 
3.3 Problems of sorting out settlement patterns and sequences 
 
The following example, relevant to Brewarrina Shire, is based on or derived from Rothery's 
Atlas of Bundaleer Plain and Tatala (1970) and illustrates some of the problems. 
 

 
  

Plan of Tatala and Bundaleer showing the Queensland border  
cutting through the property. Scale: 8 miles: 1 inch 

 
Tatala lies directly north of Brewarrina. The northern extremity of the run was approximately 
eight miles south from the Queensland border and about fifteen miles from the southeastern 
corner of Bundaleer Plains holding, all of which is situated in Queensland. Both properties 
were in 1878 occupied by Davenport and Fisher. No financial or developmental information 
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is given for Tatala in Rothery’s notes but amply supplied for those of the Queensland runs 
that made up Bundaleer Plains. Even the area of the run,  approximately 40 square miles, is 
omitted from the dissection of his ‘Index’ although the name Tatala is listed. 
 
Possibly Davenport and Fisher wished to present Tatala figures with those of any other NSW 
holdings in their possession - the firm also had large pastoral interests in the colony of South 
Australia – and Rothery may have sketched the run simply because it was handy and leased 
by his employers. He was at that time the bookkeeper at Bundaleer. In any event Tatala is 
paradoxically distinguished: on the one hand by its absence from his Notes and, on the other, 
by its inclusion in his “Plan of Bundaleer and Tatala.”  Clearly, Tatala was not regarded as 
part of Bundaleer’s commercial entity. It was not precisely contiguous with the Bundaleer 
runs, nor was it situated in the same Colony. 
 
In 1860 Queensland became self-governing. At that time pastoral leases divided  by the 
newly established border would at first have been continued by the Queensland Government 
upon the original terms or until such time as Queensland policy required a change. Holders of 
divided leaseholds apparently continued their management in both colonies unless some 
particular requirement made it difficult or unprofitable to do so. Bundaleer in 1878 comprised 
solely Queensland leaseholds, the southern boundary of the Holding represented by the 
colonial border. The same can be said for Thurulgoona, the adjacent western neighbour with 
which Bundaleer became financially amalgamated. The situation of that stretch of border 
country prior to and immediately after Separation may well have had some effect on the 
foundation and development of Brewarrina. 
 
Information collected for other properties within the Shire remains patchy. For some we find 
that a certain property was "taken up" by so and so in or about a certain year, for others we 
know the name of the owner at a certain date but not whether there had been previous owners 
or how many. 
 
Properties were sometimes renamed by a new owner or split up by sale or as a matter of 
inheritance and the various parts given new names. 
 
There was also some swapping of parcels of land to suit the needs of landholders and this 
appears to at times have been done as a matter of good will without reference to authorities or 
regulations. 
 
 
3.4 Colonial settlement of the Shire area and adjoining lands. 
 
Explorers with official approval and adventurous and/or desperate individuals without such 
approval pushed beyond the boundaries for development originally set by the government. 
How many of the latter had been convicts is unclear. Convicts do not seem to figure much in 
the documents quoted for this history. In the early days they may have been too closely 
watched to get away and to set off with what funds and property would have been needed to 
survive. Emancipated convicts may not have seen reason to discuss their background.  
 
It took some time for the Shire area to get investigated and "on the map". In1846 Roderick 
Mitchell, Commissioner of Crown Lands, showed the Darling and the Barwon to be parts of 
the same river. Surveyor Davidson in September 1849 traced the Darling from the Bogan to 
the Macquarie. And by 1859 Captain Randell took a steamer up the river, getting as far as 
Walgett and noting the Aboriginal fish traps at what would become Brewarrina. In 1860 a 
pastoralist, Thomas Dangar, requested the laying out of a township at Fort Bourke and 
suggested that a township at the fish trap location (Mr. A. Doyle's Station) would be of great 
benefit. This shows that settlement had already penetrated into the area. 
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A flow of stockmen pushed into the land “beyond the boundaries”. The majority applied for 
and received licenses to run their stock. They became the ‘pioneers’ as they pushed through to 
the Darling, and beyond the river to the edge of the desert country. But early comments on the 
general area by people like Mitchell and Kennedy were not complementary: "... not pastoral 
country for small men, limited capital or narrow  ambitions…"; "a wretched country… 
desolate and terrific looking". Augustus Gregory commended the grasslands but warned 
against overstocking, a warning that should have been paid more attention. 
 
Early settlers formed rudimentary runs. These were taken over and amalgamated into big 
holdings by New South Wales pastoralists with large leases elsewhere. They were in their 
turn succeeded by southern developers and financiers. Financial commitment to the area 
increased as South Australian funds turned away from that colony in the seventies. Increasing 
capital requirements drew in corporate financial support, leading to property mortgages to 
banks. In due course, some were supplanted by incorporation of the Squatting Investment 
Company in 1882, under the stimulus of Richard Goldsborough.  
 
For Brewarrina a thorough examination of early run licenses would be of interest, at least in 
terms of names and dates, though beyond the scope of this study. The same can be said in 
relation to early leaseholders and the later emergence of massive pastoral holdings (Brenda 
seems to fall into this category), most of them corporate, a few highly individual. Jim Tyson 
held country on the Warrego. 
 
Elaine Thompson has listed a number of properties in the Shire and adjoining areas noting the 
earliest date recorded for them. Some property names and boundaries have however seen 
major and minor changes since initial establishment. The earliest date listed here need not be 
the date when they were first settled. Within their timeslot as given here, they are listed in 
alphabetical order. Some properties in areas adjoining Brewarrina Shire were included by 
Thompson to show settlement growth and patterns in periods preceding the creation of the 
Shire, i.e. prior to such imposed boundaries. 
 
By/in 1840: 
"Barwon" 1853, "Boorooma" 1838, "Mohenia" (Moheni) 1839, "Murraman & Dural" 1833. 
By/in 1860: 
"Beemery" 1859, "Birie Runs East", #1 & 2 1865,  "The Boree" 1849, "Bunna Bunna" 1875,   
"Bunnawanna" 1849, "Charlton" 1859, " Cocklerina" 1860, "Collerwaroy" 1849, "Cowga" 
1860, "Glenmore" 1840s, "Goonoo" 1849, "Goonoo North & Bourinawarrina North" 1847, 
"Goonoo Goonoo" 1853, "Gongolgon" before 1859), "Gundawera" 1861, "Harodin" 1858, 
"Holmewood" 1870, "Milroy" 1848, "The Mole" 1854, "Narrawin" 1854, "Navena" 1849, 
"Nidgery" 1860, "Polly Brewon" 1853, "Quanrambone" before 1852, "Stonehenge" Country 
Club 1859,  "Wirra Warra" 1860, "Wyabray" 1849. 
 
By/in 1880: 
"Bagheet (Bangate)" 1876, "Bogeira" 1876, "Boganderra" 1875, "Brenda" 1875,  
"Brewarrina" 1870, "Bukulla" 1877, "Bundabulla" 1874, "Bundabulla E, No,3" 1875, 
"Byerock" 1876, "Brewon" 1884, "Cawwell" 1875, "Coobienda" 1870s, "Cartlands" 1875, 
"Denman" 1870s, "Dryland" 1872? or earlier, "Eurie Point" 1862, "Fingerpost" 1870, 
"Glenariff" 1862, "Glenelg" 1868, "Gidgea" 1861, "Langboyd" 1862, "Linchiden" 1861,  
Lower Weeli West" 1870, "Maylands" 1870, "Murrawombi" 1874, "Neo East & Neo West" 
1866, "Payera" 1864,  "Staffa" 1864, "Tarcoon" 1861, "Tarrion" 1861, "Tatala" 1861, 
"Terewah Swamp" 1875, "Upper Bokhara" 1875, "Upper Bundabulla East" 1868, "Upper 
Bundabulla East" 1870,  "Weilmoringle" Block (Namoon) 1864, "Weilmoringle" Block 
(Yamby & West Yamby) 1864, "Weilmoringle" 1866, "West Munda" 1866, 
"Willawillingbah" 1876,  "Willoh" 1878, "Willybingbone" 1875, "Yearanbah" 1865, 
Yarrawin" 1874. 
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By/in 1901: 
"Abydos" 1888, "Avonridge" 1894, "Aroak' 1897, "Ballaree" 1888, "Bellerive" 1897,  
"Beragh" 1898, "Billybingbone" 1885, "Biree View" 1894, "Bogan Rest" 1887, "Books 
Spring" 1892, "Boolaboo" 1887, "Booraminia" ?, "Boyd Park" 1891, "The Brigalows" 1885, 
"Brolga Plain" 1898, "Burban Grange" 1893, "Byawering" ?, "Carbeen" 1896, "Caringle" 
1893, "Cato" 1888, "Cato View" ?, "The Cedars" 1896, "Chipp's Folly" 1897, "Colbran" 
1887, "Compton Downs" 1886, "Coolabah" 1885, Culgoa Downs" 1897, "Currawillinghi" 
1881, "Cuttabunda" 1888, Dinnamarra, 1891, "Dogworth" 1894, "Dumble" 1881, "East 
Bogan 15" 1885, "Ellerslie" 1897,  "Esperance" 1885, "Eulalie" 1894, "Euloral" 1893, 
"Fairleight" 1898, "Fairview", 1889, "Flat Top" 1897, "Gidyear" 1890, "Gilgoin" 1881, 
"Ginghet" 1896, "Glenaggie" 1888, "Glenwood" 1897, "Glenalvon" 1892, "Glendon" 1882, 
"Gnomery" 1882, "Hillsley Vale" 1897, "Hornet Bank" 1886, "Idavale" 1895, "Innisfail" 
1893, "Inverella" ?, "Jubilee" `890, "Lavina Run" 1886, "Lindus Farm" 1896, "Lisnew Green" 
1889, "Lemon Grove" 1900, Lower Weeli East" 1885, "Lucky Corner" ?, "Mapoga" 1889, 
"Marra" 1883, "Maybrook" 1898, "Meadow Plains" ?, "Meehi" 1893, "Merrinong" ?,   
"Monkey" 1889, Mt Druid" 1889, "Mourabilla" 1881, "Mundadoo" 1881,  "Muckerawa" 
1881, "Narran Park" 1889,  "Never Dry" 1898,  New Angledool" 1881 to 1896,  "Newhaven" 
1898, "Nullawa" 1881, "Old  Gnomery" 1889, "Pine Grove Paddock" 1895, "Pink Hills" 
1888, "Pebble Bank" 1889, "Retreat" 1881, "Riverview" 1897, "The Rocks" 1898, 
"Springfield" 1888, "Strathingle" 1889, "Swan Reach Park" 1886, "Talawanta" 1881, "Tara" 
1887, "Tarrion Creek" 1885, "Thoma" 1881, "Toorak" 1896, "Toorang" 1888, "Toulby" 1884, 
"Vermont" 1897, "Wanderers's Rest" 1896, "Waratah" 1895, "Wattle Valley" 1888, 
"Whitewoods" 1890, "Widgewaa" 1899, "Willamurra" 1888, "Willawarra" 1889, "Willie 
Corner" 1896, "Willoo" 1896, "Wingalah" 1897,  "Wolkara" 1886, Womble" 1893, 
Womboin" 1896, "Woodsville" Country Club 1886, "Woolahra" 1887, "Wycheproof" 
(Widgee Downs) 1895, "Yambacoona" 1886, "Yandilla" 1897, "Yolando" 1896, "Yuncurrie" 
1888. 
 
(Brief histories of selected properties within the Shire are included as Appendix A).  
 
 
3.5 Ethnic influences 
 
Biographical details are available for some early landholders and residents. For others their 
names give a clue to their origin. British and Irish names dominate but from early days on 
there was quite a component of other Europeans (Scots, German, Scandinavian, Austrian, 
Greek, Italian, "Mediterranean"), Afghans, Chinese.  
 
Some appear to have, at least temporarily, vanished from memory leaving but a name on a 
headstone and sometimes probably not even that. There are stories about itinerants found 
dead and never identified. But as people are getting more and more interested in their family 
history and genealogical research is getting possible for almost everybody, histories have 
been composed which show what rich material may be there to be found (see References). 
 
Though in the very early days the sharpest distinction would have been between the original 
Aboriginal inhabitants and the newcomers, the former, given their own sensitivity to cultural 
nuances, would soon have noted that there were differences between the settlers, not just in 
terms of personalities but also with regard to culture, including perceptions of and attitudes to 
social status. Aborigines were soon by some Europeans much appreciated (and by some 
exploited) for their skills in handling horses and stock, their skills in bush lore and skills as 
craftsmen, e.g. when working with wood. In many pastoral households the women in charge 
were much assisted by the local knowledge and medical skills of their Aboriginal domestic 
staff. 
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The Chinese influence was early and took several forms. So far there are mainly hints in 
available local texts. A background can be summarised from a report to the Heritage Office 
by M. Williams (1999).  
 
Chinese influx and settlement followed closely on the arrival of the First Fleet but has waxed 
and waned in response to the waxing and waning of work opportunities, overt racism and 
legal hurdles. Between 1848 and 1853 more than 3,000 Chinese arrived in Sydney, mostly on 
contract employment in the NSW countryside. Some stayed on, some returned home. The 
pattern of contracting remained in later waves of influx. It was often a matter of some family 
or firm that had the resources to do so, providing the finances and organization for others 
from the family/area to come to Australia. The contracting could be hard-headed but also 
benevolent and need not involve exploitation by the "contract bosses". 
 
Some came as part of gold rushes but Chinese people soon tried other ways of earning a 
living. By the 1890s they were represented in a wide variety of occupations. In relation to 
Brewarrina Shire mention has been found of  shop keepers, scrub cutters, market gardeners 
and station cooks, but more research is needed. For example: 
 
Merri Gill in her book on Weilmoringle mentions that gangs of Chinese were employed on on 
the station as contract ringbarkers. The contractor, Ty Choon, had a shop in Brewarrina. He 
arranged for supplies from Chinese firms in Sydney. About 60 Chinese men would arrive and 
their cook would establish a garden to grow vegetables including Chinese greens. The men 
also did some fencing and sheep work. Some workers died and were buried in the sandhills; 
their relatives came in the 1920s and sieved the bones out of the sand for burial in China. 
 
There was once a Chinese garden in Brewarrina, near the weir,. There were three Chinese 
market gardens between Dumble and Goodooga, and some in Angledool and Weilmoringle. 
At Angledool a Chinese had a market garden in Hatfield's paddock in the 1890s and 
Angledool Station used to have a Chinese gardener for their vegetable garden (BBM6,p.32).  
 

 
 

Gongolgon Chinese barn 
 

Gongolgon had a large irrigated garden that was run by a sequence of Chinese. The irrigation 
equipment and the barn used for storage and as a shop are still standing but in poor condition.  
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Joint ownership or custodianship was apparently common; it would allow one male at a time 
to return to China to visit family. It is generally acknowledged that the Chinese market 
gardeners provided essential and much appreciated additions to the local diet.  
 
The Chinese workforce was largely male. Some had wives and families in China, some lived 
as bachelors and some married locally. To bring wife and family along would be expensive 
and often not permissible according to regulations. In addition Chinese wives had to care for 
their parents-in-law. Living alone and frugally the husbands could work harder, earn and save 
more and send more back for the family. 
 
The urge to have the bones of the dead sent back home to China for burial was a notable 
aspect of cultural pressures. The initial burial might be in Australia, but many graves (often 
groups of graves) were at some stage emptied of bones. Special teams could be employed for 
this. 
 
 Whilst farming and pastoral pursuits in general tended to remain dominated by northern 
Europeans, business enterprises show considerable central and southern European input.  
 
Greek immigration to Australia has a long history, going back to the late 1810s. It was part of 
an even longer Greek tradition of moving to other parts of the world to try one's luck and 
establish Greek outposts (Turnbull & Valiotis 2001).  
 
In the early days the immigrants were mainly individuals or small groups of men setting out 
more or less independently, prepared to work hard and often spurred by information from 
friends who had gone before them. They were on the whole not received with enthusiasm due 
to prejudice and suspicious envy and many found it wise to anglicise their names to gain 
acceptance. Though some worked in mining and building enterprises, they tended to prefer 
working in trades where they could be self-employed or become employers. Dealing with 
food and catering became major occupations. In cities and towns this could be a matter of fish 
shops, selling fish and chips, running cafes or small restaurants. Coming to a country town a 
traveller would often say: "Take me to the Greeks". Though networks of families kept in 
touch over distances, small towns would rarely offer opportunities for large groups of Greeks. 
Cultural isolation often became a problem and many returned to Greece for their old age. 
 
The Greek café in Brewarrina, Café de Luxe, may by now be the last unaltered example of its 
kind in Australia, and is still an important asset to the town. Its present owner, son of the 
founder, was for some time Mayor of Brewarrina. 
 
Scandinavians seem to have tended to arrive as loners, almost by accident, sometimes by 
jumping ship. Some Swedish names have been seen on headstones. John Grant (really Johan 
Granlund) from Sweden, arrived as ships carpenter but changed his name, decided to stay and 
married an English girl. They settled on the Birrie River at what is called "Grant's Bends". He 
did well in the Brewarrina area and developed amongst other things a business making tar 
from local "sandalwood" and medical ointments from this. There are now seven generations 
of Grants, some still in Brewarrina (Hunt 2006). 
 
Further research, including a study of names on headstones, will almost certainly provide 
clues to further information about a multicultural background 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 4. Brewarrina development from colonial to present times 
 
4.1 Transport (river, road, rail, air) 
 
Some individuals managed by their own efforts and enterprise to move into the area with 
stock and gear but the creation and development of a colonial community in the area required 
organising more generally accessible and reliable means of transport and travel. 
 
Possibilities for trade were opened up when William Randell (also written Randall) with the 
steamer "Gemini" in 1859 navigated the upper reaches of the Darling River to arrive at what 
was called "the Native Fishing Ground", a location later named Brewarrina (BHS 1982, p.3). 
 
Early road transport depended largely on the Teamsters. They played a great part in the 
development of the area, opening up the country by making “tracks” to get from one place to 
another. They crossed the boggy parts of the road or wash-aways with logs put across the bad 
section. These were called ‘corduroy’ crossings. A few traces are said to survive. Some of the 
‘tracks‘ they made were later followed when proper roads were constructed. The Teamsters 
went well into Queensland carting wool and goods from as far as around Cunnamulla and 
down to the Peak Hill and Cowra areas where they carted wheat while waiting for the wool 
season to restart (ET n.d.). 
  
As the tracks developed, Hotels or Inns were built at about 25 mile intervals. These catered 
for travellers and some were changing stations, where tired horses could be exchanged for 
fresh ones. After the railway came to Brewarrina in 1901 the teamsters were still kept busy 
hauling huge wagons to take wool to the railhead and return with provisions for the stations 
 
Note that most large stations had their own wagon, driver and horses and did their own 
carrying. 
 
With road transport being a major problem, early settlers tended to come to Brewarrina from 
the Hunter River, Liverpool and Emu Plains areas and in those early days their provisions 
came from the Newcastle/Maitland area through the Hunter track as it was the only way to 
pass through the mountains with drays. This meant for example that because of the pattern of 
transport connections, in the early years news items about Brewarrina and district would 
appear in the Maitland Mercury.      
 
In the early days river transport was of considerable importance and probably essential to 
the development of Brewarrina (Mudie 1972, pp.9-61). River transport depended on 
availability of boats but also on river water levels. These could fluctuate dramatically. Such 
irregular fluctuations were a major factor stunting the development of river transport in 
Australia (Aust.Encyc.p.421). At times floods could make passing under a bridge a problem, 
at other times drought would leave but a trickle in a river or even just a sub-surface seepage. 
If rivers were impassable the delivery of freight could take its time and be uncertain or 
impossible.   
 
Captain William Randell used the river boat ‘Gemini’ which was propelled by a steam 
engine connected to a large paddle wheel. From his log book: "10.20 came to the falls and 
native place on 24th February 1859, found no possibility of getting over, we went on shore, 
nailed up a board with W.R. Randell Gemini on it. At 0.30 p.m. three cheers and drinking 
success to the navigation of the Barwon, we put round and came back, having cut our names 
on a tree. at 0.40 stopped at Brewarrina Station."  
 
The "falls" spoken of were called the Brewarrina Rapids, just above the native fisheries. In 
1861 Randell, going further upstream, managed to reach Walgett. 
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But there were other boats on the Darling-Barwon route. Records show that on 30th October 
1881, the ferries "Brewarrina" and "Cato Creek" were leased to William Dorrington for 
fifty pounds per annum. The reserve was one hundred pounds. A river steamer "Cato" was 
owned by Andrew Kerrigan from 1890 to 1893. 
   
The paddle steamer "Brewarrina" was built in 1877. (Customs closed its records entry for 
the craft with the words "Wrecked Murrumbidgee River 1926.")  
 
In 1886 Captain John Gribble in the "Brewarrina", towing the barge "Walgett" managed 
to reach Collerenebri and in December 1892 Captain White took the "Brewarrina" beyond 
Collerenebri to Mogil Mogil and forty miles up the Moonie River where he picked up a full 
load of wool at Burren Burren. In the flood of 1893 he went up the Barwon to Mungindi. This 
gave the "Brewarrina" the distinction of being the only steamer to have run on the waters of 
three colonies. 
    
The rock bar and fall in the river at the 'Fisheries' at Brewarrina made this location the only 
regular ‘portage’ where a steamer coming up river with goods for Brewarrina and up stream 
would be unloaded. Goods meant for Walgett would then be carried to above the Fisheries 
and loaded onto another steamer, the  Wandering Jew. The remains of this paddle steamer 
rest in the river just up from the weir. It was burnt to the water line on 15th December, 1914.  
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The Wandering Jew 
       
River transport was chancy and colourful stories are remembered. A dramatic tale relates to 
the Goolwa, built by Cadell at Goolwa in 1857 (Mudie 1972, pp.9-61). It was an iron steamer 
and is said to have been converted into a motorboat in 1945!  
 
In 1870 it was skippered by Murphy who accepted cargo from Bourke to be taken to 
Holmewood Hotel on the Culgoa River about four miles downstream from "Weilmoringle". 
(The hotel was run by Collis Brothers and the area was known as Collis's strip.) He set out on 
the only voyage known to have been made on Culgoa River during a flood. On the second 
day after departure the junction of the Culgoa was made with great difficulty and the steamer 
succeeded in getting into the Culgoa River which was little better than a large forest of gum 
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trees surrounded by water. The only accidents sustained was the carrying away of the funnel 
and the caving in of the waste steam pipe. As a result it was difficult to keep sufficient steam 
up, and to all appearance the river was getting worse to navigate. Huge limbs of gum trees 
and box trees were falling on the deck owing to the steamer going full tilt against them. It was 
rather dangerous for those on board the little steamer but they had confidence in Murphy. 
When the timber was too dense to get through they cut a passage. They toiled till dark and 
moored alongside a noble gum tree having only made a distance of five miles. Murphy got 
them to Holmewood Hotel and unloaded the supplies. The following day he started on the 
return trip which was uneventful except that the floodwater was falling. Beyond Brewarrina 
he became stranded on the Fisheries rocks and he waited there until a fresh came through and 
floated him through without damage. 
 
So road transport gradually became dominant in spite of the great distances to be covered, 
many practical problems and the need for funds. There were no access roads when this Shire 
(comprising an area of 7,288 square miles or 1,887,592 hectares) was established (see 
Chapter 5) but a relatively extensive road system has been developed over time.  
 
The Shire took out loans to purchase plant and commenced constructing roads. The first road 
was from the 26 mile on the Brewarrina to Goodooga road to Weilmoringle and was started in 
1955. The flood in 1956 held up completion for some time.  
 
The Shire had a policy of constructing access roads to the boundary of every property in the 
Shire area. Sealed roads now connect Brewarrina with major centres to the north, south, west 
and east though in some cases, e.g. Goodooga, the direct route remains unsurfaced in part. 
Unsurfaced roads tend to be untrafficable after heavy rains.  
 
Local centres were also attended to. Brewarrina and Goodooga town streets now have a 
bitumen seal kerb to kerb where possible. 
         
Weirs and bridges: 
River and road transport were both affected by the provision of weirs and bridges. The weir 
at Brewarrina was built in 1968 on the upstream top of the rock fall that forms the Fisheries. 
The river here falls 11 feet in a quarter of a mile, a considerable fall in a slow flowing river. 
The weir was built to give security of water to the town. A number of weirs were built across 
the various rivers from quite early on but their history remains to be studied. 
  
A listing of bridges prepared by E.T. includes 17 locations with a first bridge known to have 
been built of timber and of these at least seven were built before 1900, highlighting the early 
and urgent need for bridges. Additional bridges, possibly early, are listed but without dates.  
 
The first bridge over the Barwon at Brewarrina in 1870 was a Pontoon Bridge about a  
quarter of a mile below the rocks. James Govan who had the lease of "Milroy" formed a 
company to build a pontoon bridge to be placed over the Barwon at Brewarrina. It was rented 
by Messrs. Doyle and the toll charges were 1 shilling a bale of wool and other goods were 10 
shillings a ton, sheep were 30 shillings a thousand up to ten thousand when the rate rose to 
one pound a thousand.    
                                               
In 1874 a Public Punt was in operation. On 5th March 1890 the Court House advised the 
Under Secretary that the river was expected to be higher than it was in 1861 and if did, the 
town would be submerged. The punt and boat had been moved to Louth "so please send a 
boat as soon as possible" (quoted from police records by E.T.). 
 
The Barwon Bridge of 1888, was a major and essential undertaking. In contrast to the many 
smaller bridges in the area, this is a steel lift-up-span bridge. The lift-up-span was to allow 
river steamers to continue up the river. The original central lift–span is a lightweight iron 
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lattice structure. Modern heavy truckloads caused the lateral buckling of the lift-span.  
Necessary repairs have structurally isolated the original lift-span.The bridge is still in place 
but the main road is diverted to a new bridge constructed nearby but further to the east. 
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The Barwon bridge 
 

The first wooden bridges were designed and constructed by local craftsmen. Wooden truss 
designs established by the Public Works Department took over in the early 1890s. Steel and 
concrete gradually replaced timber as the material for bridges from about 1920 on. Few 
wooden bridges remain; most have over time been replaced by concrete bridges, designed to 
cope with heavy trucks and the intensity of modern traffic. 

 
The first Cato Bridge was for example built by William Henry Rodgers Falk in 1888 and was 
replaced by another timber bridge in 1929. A concrete bridge was built in 1985.  
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Cato bridge built 1892 
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Floodwater over the new Cato bridge in 1994 
 

Birrie Bridge just west of Goodooga is a good and well preserved example of a timber truss 
bridge. This bridge, a Dare Truss design, in 1929 replaced an earlier timber bridge. W.R. 
Moore is recorded as building a bridge over the Birrie River at Goodooga in 1884. A letter 
from Chas. Moore dated 13.6.1946 (BOT, pp. 29-32) notes: "My father was building Dumble 
homestead and woolshed at the time. Also Cohen's Store in '85, Police Station in '84, Public 
School Narran in '81, Birrie Bridge in '84 and Culgoa Bridge in '87' …" (The Culgoa bridge 
has been replaced with a concrete bridge.) 
 
 

 
 

Birrie Bridge 
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Long distance transport: 
This remained a problem for a long time.  
 
Brewarrina town was not on a Cobb & Co coach route. Passengers and mail for Brewarrina 
were picked up at Gongolgon by other coaches and taken to Brewarrina and further out as 
required. These coaches also brought passengers and mail to be picked up by the Cobb & Co. 
coach at Gongolgon and taken to Bourke.  
 
To the northeast the Finger Post Hotel at the junction of the roads from Hebel, Angledool and 
Goodooga was a stop over place for Cobb & Co. coaches and a mail service twice a week 
between Mogil Mogil and Goodooga. 
   
The railway came to Brewarrina in 1901.  This had a major impact not only on transport but 
more generally on patterns of connection. Trade and news connections could move from the 
long established Hunter track southward to a route through Dubbo to Sydney.   
 
The Brewarrina Railway had a troubled history. It was first surveyed in 1892 with the object 
of creating a cheap line. The Engineer in Chief of the Railway Construction Branch reduced 
the original cost estimate to  2,623 pounds ($5,246) per mile provided second hand material 
was used. But in 1895 the planned work was rejected because of several features preventing 
the line being built cheaply. The Railway Commissioner recommended against constructing 
the line as there were watercourses to cross and that would be costly. 
 
In 1897 the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works took evidence for a proposed 
line from Byrock to Brewarrina. A belief that it would deflect traffic from Bourke but have 
little prospect of creating new traffic was a major concern. (When built the Brewarrina rail in 
fact attracted wool and goods from Southern Queensland. The train also brought goods to go 
to Queensland.) 
 
Discussions were held with local people who agreed to pay one farthing/acre of their holdings 
in additional rent until the railway was self-supporting. The money was to be credited to the 
Railway Commissioner.   
           
The Byrock to Brewarrina line, opened  2nd September 1901, was 66 miles by 52 chains. 
The station at Brewarrina had a 30 metre platform and goods shed, sheep and cattle loading 
facilities via stockyards, an engine turntable and weighbridge.  
 
Station Masters at Brewarrina: 
1901 Mr. Knox  1909 Mr Oram  1912 Mr Nahg  
1913  Mr Adams  1917 Mr McFadden  1919 Mr Williams 
1920 Mr D. McLeod  1921  Mr Butler  1924 Mr. J.J. Kelly 
1925 Mr J. Dries  1929 Mr R.O. Savage  1929 Mr R. Field 
1934 Mr H.J. Marr  1935 Mr G.S. Dowell  1937 Mr J.H. Golden 
1942 Mr J.H. Webster 1947 Mr Peterson  1948 Mr McDonald 
1951 Mr B Hauville  1952 Mr J. Smith  1954  *Mr A. Urguhart 
         (?Urquehart) 
1956 *Mr W. McNamara 1957 Mr K. Jones  1960 Mr J. s. Green 
1967 Mr D. Whiteman 1973 Mr R. Smith  1986 Mr R. Lawson 
1986 Mr H. Owers until 1990 when the railway office closes down 
* before a name indicates appointment as relief. 
 
But in June 1974 the line was closed by flood damage. The Shire Council offered to repair the 
line at a cost of $10,000 to a standard adequate for carrying goods and stock. This offer was 
rejected.  
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In September 1975 buses were set in to provide a service from Dubbo. By December 1985 
the goods shed and turntable had been removed. In 1981 a fire destroyed the Station building. 
Sidings remain on some properties as testimony to an enterprise that had been important to 
the community.        
 
 The "troubled history" of the railway was in part caused by individuals. The following 
 details were provided by E. Thompson: William Nicholas Willis, born in Mudgee, was a 
 Member of Parliament for Bourke in 1891. He spent most of his time in Dubbo in the 
 1880s and had several occupations, opening stores in Girilambone, Nyngan, Byrock and 
 Brewarrina. He had a Homestead lease at Brewarrina in the 1880s. In 1890 he started 
 the Sydney newspaper “Truth”, famous or infamous according to one's point of view. 
 He was a political opportunist of the worst kind. He teamed up with W. P. Crick. The 
 Royal Commission of 1904 – 06 found that not only had Crick been consistently  dishonest 
when Minister for Lands between 1895 and 1902, but that W.N. Willis had  been employed by 
the pastoralists to hand over bribes to gain Crown Lands to which  they were not entitled. 
Willis’ bribes over that period totalled 44,913 pounds. He also  used “dummies” to gain 
two valuable improvement leases adjoining an area leased in  his wife’s name. The properties 
“Narrawin”,“Nidgery” “Willamurra” and “  Willoo”  were in the name of Willis. He then 
arranged for the rail line to pass through his  properties and not to go near Gongolgon, 
where it was originally planned to go.  Discredited by the Commissioners findings Willis 
went to England and formed “The  Anglo-Eastern Publishing company”, publishing cheap 
pornography for several years. 

 
The story is relevant here as it did affect the development of Gongolgon (see Chapter 5). 
 
Air transport: 
To improve alternative means of connection the Brewarrina Council established aerodromes 
at Brewarrina (sealed and lit), Goodooga, Weilmoringle (gravelled) and Angledool (dirt). 
Though these are not used on a regular basis, they are important facilities, e.g. providing 
possibilities of getting mail and supplies to locations cut off by floods (see Chapter 5.3) 
                    
 
4.2 Provision of essentials 
 
Because of the distances settlers had to become relatively self sufficient. For essentials that 
they could not make themselves Brewarrina became the main source of supply. Townsfolk 
were dependent on being able to buy many essentials. So in the early days of Brewarrina: 
 
Bread was baked in the town by Frank Bateman and Bill Hart.  
Frank's bakery shop was where there is still a bakers shop and Frank built his home behind 
the shop. His cart with “ F.L. Bateman“ on the side had two rubber tyred wheels. He delivered 
the bread from a cane basket covered with a starched white cloth. Frank Bateman sold his 
business to Jack Byrnes who remained as the baker for many years until he sold to Percy 
Shoesmith. The next bakers were Jack and Mrs. Coffee. The latter for some time owned also 
Hart's bakery but they closed one when Fielder's and Kelly’s brought their bread to town.
    
Bill Harts’ Bakery was at the other end of town, with the bake house behind his house. Hart 
sold not just bread in his shop but many other items, from groceries to push bikes. When Bill 
sold out he went to Dubbo to live. Jack Hart bought the bakery and put Jack Coffee in to run 
it.          
 
Fruit and vegetables were grown locally by Charlie and Reggie Salt and by Cliff Brayley. 
The Salt orchard was on the east side of Brewarrina, on the river bank near the weir where 
once was a Chinese garden. Brayley's Devon Orchard was near the big bridge. The only 
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import to Brewarrina was potatoes; they could not be grown here because they would cook in 
the ground because of the heat.         
.  
Meat came from two butchers shops. Ernie Neale‘s shop was next door to the present Café 
Deluxe. Monty Andrews would go around town and take orders for delivery next day. Both 
had slaughter houses, bred pigs for slaughter and killed their own meat. 
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A.A.Crowley's Butcher's Shop 

 
Keith Single had a slaughter house near Cooper’s tank. The Western Lands Department took 
a block off the back of the Tarrion Creek on the town common and made two butchers blocks 
there. Darryl Andrews got one block, and Les Glasson had Keith Singles block. Now there 
are no slaughter houses nor is slaughtering allowed. 
 
Milk was supplied by the Brewarrina Dairy seven days a week. The milk was strained and 
put in a billycan to be delivered to houses in town. As the horse drawn cart moved through the 
town people would collect the horse manure dropped on the road for their gardens.  
 
Billy Grant ran milkers on the town common. In time he gave the dairy to his sons Kevin 
and Jacky. After some years Kevin left to work for Jack Gale, Stock & Station Agent.  
 
Bill Waugh, licensee of the Brewarrina Hotel bought the dairy from the Grants. It was 
situated in Doyle Street where the Retirement Village is now. Gundy Hertslet worked  
with him. Bill was drowned in the Mission Lagoons in1956 when he tried to swim his  
horse across, so Gundy and his wife Pauline took over. The last ones to run the dairy were 
Lance and Olive Norton.                     
 
Ice was brought by train from Warrigal Ice Works, the other side of Nyngan. It came packed 
in sawdust in a hessian bag. Bill Grant, the dairyman, drove around town delivering ice. On 
the back of his truck he had a big saw and an ice hook. He would cut the ice from the 100cwt. 
main block in each bag to any size required, then carry it in to the ice chest, box or cooler. 
There was no refrigeration. 
 

Chapter 4 8



The town water carrier was Jacky Biles. He had a dray with a galvanised tank on it. He 
filled the tank at the river cutting in the bank near the fisheries by bailing the water into the 
tank with a bucket, then drove around town selling it. 
  
A Cordial Factory was started by a man named Resch. Resch's merged with Tooths in 1930. 
 
A Soap Making Works run by Mr. Ted Marsh was down the river from Brewarrina.  
 
Tar was manufactured by John Grant on the Birrie River from local Sandalwood. It was 
used for cuts etc. on sheep, horses. (John Grant is buried in Birrie Cemetery, see Chapter 8. 
His headstone notes that he was born in Säffle, Sweden in 1843. Tar making was in those 
times an important cottage industry in Sweden and the uses of wood tar manifold, including 
medical and as insect repellent. This may be the background to his enterprise.)                   
  
 

 
 

John Grant's headstone 
 
4.3 Commercial Enterprises 
 
Apart from the daily essentials, the town population and people coming in from the 
surrounding countryside needed and wished for a range of items. A range of tradesmen and 
stores gradually became available. 
 
Tradesmen included: 
 
Several saddlers such as Jack White, Joe Langbein, Jimmy Browngedge, George 
Brentnall  Harry Wharton, H. Falk, M. Huxley and M. Arnold. They made saddles, 
harness, wagon and buggy harnesses, horse collars and sulky harnesses. 
 
In 1878 Langby & May were blacksmiths, wheelwrights and coach builders. 
 
The first wagons used in the Brewarrina area were built by Bennetts, South Greer of St 
Mary’s and Rivetts of Bathurst. The Blacksmiths shop was where the TAFE building is 
now. In 1905 Henry Mathews and his partner Dick Hill bought it from O’Neill Brothers. 
When Henry’s wife died tragically he left Brewarrina. Dick Hill built his last wagon in 1924. 
The wagon was at Shamrock Wells, between Cunnamulla and Bollon for several years and 
then on show in Cunnamulla before being taken to Blackall in 1967 where it was put on 
display in the main street.   
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Coach services were provided by Ted and Bob Wright who owned coaches and drove for 
Cobb & Co. Bob drove the mail coach from Brewarrina to Byrock via Gongolgon before the 
railway came in 1901. 
 
Boat building was introduced to Brewarrina by Shelby, a teller in the Bank of NSW. He 
favoured redwood flat bottom boats which he made and sold.  
 
Norbert Hertslet built a boat, 14 feet by 3 feet, using Kauri. He used it on the river for  
some time before selling it to Mr W. Johnson as a flood boat on the Culgoa River, to be used  
to rescue cattle.  
 
The boot and shoe makers Paddy Moran and Billy Aylward worked in Brewarrina in the 
1890s. They repaired shoes and made them to order. They made button-up shoes and boots, 
pegged, nailed and sewn. "Pegged" means that the soles were put on with wooden pegs. The 
cost was 12/6.       
 
In 1878 the Jeweller Ernest Shaw cleaned watches and clocks. 
 
Miss Fulton who had worked in Sydney for Farmers & Co. came to Brewarrina to conduct 
her own  dressmaking business and later worked for Rich & Co. until retiring, when Miss 
Mary Smith took over the workroom. Mary married Charles Hertslet. Rich & Co. closed 
the workroom so Mary opened a business of Drapery & Dressmaking which included 
Millinery. She employed 5 girls and at Showtime Mrs Lawler came from Sydney to make 
special hats for the show. 
 
Other dressmakers in early Brewarrina were: Theresa and Mary Norton, Miss Carrie 
Benton, Eileen Duffy, Daisy Costello, Olive Eckert, Olive Huxley, Nelly Bromley, Ida 
Cummins, Mary Bywater, Kate Streeter and Mrs Billy Lysaght. 
 
Les Shore was born in Brewarrina in 1881. He and his brother Jack Shore opened a branch 
of their hairdressing/tobacconist salon in Goodooga. This they ran in conjunction with a 
similar business in Brewarrina. Jack died and Les returned to take control of the Brewarrina 
business. He was also a bookmaker and an Alderman on the Brewarrina Municipal Council.  
 
Schofields Newsagency was run by Thomas Schofield who had come to Brewarrina with his 
parents in 1903 when he was aged two.  In 1940 he handed over to his son Thomas jnr. and 
in 1972 the latter's son John took charge until he sold out to his sister and her husband Don 
Lowcock. It is now owned by G. Pellow who built a new shop when part of the old one was 
destroyed by fire. 
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William Byron and son with their van. 
William Byron and son had a Hawkers Van in which they travelled the country selling  
haberdashery and clothing in the 1940s.  
 
Bill jnr. lived in Brewarrina and opened a radio shop where he repaired almost anything. He 
had a vehicle on which he had an amplifier and loud speakers and took it to any event in the 
area, the sports meetings, rodeo and festivals. He died in Brewarrina in 1980 age 68 years.  
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Bill Byron's radio shop 
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and Bill Byron's Radio Utility 
 
The shop later became Brewarrina Electronics, the Retravision and is now closed down and 
hidden behind security mesh. 
 
There were some bigger stores and enterprises: 
 
Charles W. Crane opened Crane's Store in Bathurst Street, about where the Cafe Deluxe 
now is. His store contained a chemist shop (he employed a chemist) and a cafe. He married 
Julia M. Schofield. They had 13 children and for a time lived in Hardie Street. Julia worked  
in Saunders Drapery Department. In 1918 his store was destroyed by fire and he moved to  
a shop where the Newsagents is today. Across the street was a large building containing four  
separate business houses known as Richards Shops. This is where he had his next store. This  
store burnt down in 1985 and in 1986 Loughnans opened Cash and Carry store where  
the old shop used to be. 
 
On leaving school in Brewarrina, Edward H. Stephens (1905 - 1973) joined the staff  
of  E.D. Martin & Co. as an assistant in the ironmongery department in the premises 
between the Commonwealth Bank and the Shire Chambers. He rose to be department 
manager before the building was burnt down (at the same time as the Old Barwon Hotel). He 
had a similar appointment with Crane's Store. After working for two stores for 29 years he 
decided to establish his own business in Bathurst Street where he was for 13 years. Then he 
became Departmental Manager in the Import Department of Messrs. Hoffnungs in Sydney 
and officially retired in 1972. 
                                                                                                        
Harris Cohen and his brother Elias started the first large store in Brewarrina. (At this time 
Rich & Co. had a small store). Cohen and his wife lived in Brewarrina from 1869 to 1882. 
 (Cohen was born in Forden, Prussia in 1837 and arrived in Sydney on the “Prince of the 
 Seas” in 1857. He was a storekeeper in Forbes in 1862. In 1869 he married Hannah Nelson 
 whose parents owned a flour mill in Orange. During his time in Brewarrina he was appointed 
 Coroner, selected as Magistrate, qualified to consent to marriage of minors and a Justice of 
 the Peace. He attained high rank in the Masonic Order and was Past Master Mark Mason in 
 the Royal Arch Chapter. On leaving Brewarrina Harris was recorded as being a tailor and 
 wool merchant in Orange. He died in 1913 and Hannah died in 1890.)  
 
Their eldest son Alfred Cohen managed and bought the business H. Nelson & Co. in 
Goodooga until his son Oswald Solomon Cohen bought “Wombeira” in 1947. 

Chapter 4 12



 
Sustenance and pleasure during shopping trips was provided by Café Deluxe in Bathurst 
Street. The café was built in 1926 when George Angelo Pippos came to Brewarrina  
and bought a structure still being built. He completed the building, furnished the interior in 
style and opened the cafe.  
 

 
 

Café Deluxe, famous sign: Iced Fountain Drinks We excel in Sundaes, Cleanliness & Civility 
 (George came from Greece to Mungindi where he developed his first Café. He also developed 
 cafés in Goondiwindi and in Dirranbandi, all of the same design inside. He went back to 
 Greece for a couple of years where he married Thalia Zacharatos. They settled in Brewarrina 
 and ran the café.)  
George died in 1973 and Thalia and their youngest son Angelo continued to run the café 
which remains as it was when it was built in 1926. It is now unique as one of or possibly the 
last of typical Greek cafés. Thalia died in 1995 but Angelo has continued the tradition. 
George and Thalia are buried in the Brewarrina cemetery. 
 
 
4.4 Town and country interdependence 
 
Brewarrina's position in the North Western area of New South Wales, on the Barwon 
- Darling River, was a major factor in its early development as a local hub of trade 
and facilities. The town is 119m above sea level, 840 km from Sydney and the river 
links up with the Darling - Murray River system.  
 
What we know about this development is outlined below. Data relating to various 
aspects of community life are grouped in categories as a way of showing rates of 
development and differences in rates between categories.  
 
There are numerous gaps in the data. Many questions that need to be asked though it 
is likely that some can no longer be answered. 
 
The wool from sheep formed the basis for this development, the focus on wool 
supported by government authorities, to the detriment of other types of farming and 
leaving Australia with an economy that was not self supporting and therefore not 
equipped to deal with bad years.  
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A sculpture of a shearer in front of the Shire Office in Brewarrina is a testimony to 
the importance of wool. It was commissioned by the Brewarrina Bicentennial 
Committee and dedicated in 1988. 
 

 
 

The Shearer 
 
 
 
A change away from this policy has been slow to develop, as can be seen from a 
comparison of the figures quoted below.  
 
Stock figures Brewarrina Sheep area 1891-1896  Stock figures Brewarrina Sheep area 1992-2002 
 Year     Sheep            Cattle       Horses                    Year      Sheep         Cattle      Horses   Goats  
1891   1,479,862        19,127         4,045        1992      552,464        15,555        201           130 
1892   1,443,805        19,615         4,465                  1993      495,064       11,524        205                0           
1893   1,317,850        18,577         4,709                  1994      473,609         8,285        199                0 
1894   1,371,470        16,164         4,765        1995      456,157       18,494        173                0 
1895   1,155,968        11,177         4,924                  1996      517,684       19,777        189                0 
1896   1,003,892          9,265         4,983                  1997      500,434       14,564        123            100 
                              1998      524,433       19,264        175            406 
                 1999      559,157       22,232        187         1,620 
                 2000      481,800       16,400        140         2,160 
                 2001      433,910       13,209        110         4,840 
                  2002      289,212         6,123        124         2,890 
 
 
4.5 Enterprises  
  
As a result of the dependence on sheep, technology was mainly applied to supporting the 
industry: keeping the animals fed, watered and healthy, producing good wool and marketing 
the wool in as good condition as possible. The fleece on sheep coming in from the paddocks 
would always be heavy with dirt. This added to the cost of freight - and could influence a 
buyer assessing the quality of the wool. 
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The Wool Scour in Goodooga. In 1832 a Dr. Stacey designed a washing apparatus whereby  
sheep would be washed in a stream prior to shearing to remove the dirt and foreign matter  
from the wool. It was labour intensive, employing about 12 men. About 1890 a man named  
Sherriff introduced this method to Goodooga, but his method was crude using an old "pot  
and stick" method. And then the government of the day decided to have the rivers checked for 
pollution. This led for example to using water from the new Goodooga bore from about 1898.  
 
 Joe Hayes, an Englishman and qualified wool classer took over the scour at Goodooga. He 
installed Hall and Petries machines. A large shed was used to store the wool and a large 
engine to pump water. The wool after shearing passed through several ‘soaks’ of hot water, 
soap and soda. The wool had to be white in clear water. It was forked into baskets to drain 
then spread on large cloths to dry. When dry it was pressed into bales. The remains of the 
Goodooga scour are at the bore head. The wool wash hole was in the river below the Culgoa 
Bridge at “Brenda”. 
 
Hayes also opened scours at Walgett, Brewarrina and Bourke and at one stage employed 
140 men. Between the two world wars scouring declined and Joe Hayes sold out and closed 
his scours, retiring to “The Cedars” at Brewarrina in 1926. The Hayes Bros. wool scour in 
Brewarrina opened in the 1890s in the Retreat Paddock, an area of 640 acres. The scour was 
on the highest point of vantage on the Barwon river bank. A 20 h.p. engine was driving a 
Worthington duplex pump, capable of lifting about 8,000 gallons of water per hour. The 
pump was about 25 feet from the water's edge and connected by a four inch pipe. The 
machinery was patented by Scotts of Melbourne and could put through about 25 bales of wool 
per day. In the first tank the greasy wool is thrown in and continually kept moving. After it is 
well soaked and freed from dirt and foreign matter it is moved along with huge forks to a pair 
of rollers or presses, then carried on a revolving bed to the next tank filled with warm water. 
The process was gone through again until the wool came out snow white. Sheets were set out 
and the wool laid out to dry. When dry it was pressed and baled. Hayes employed at least 20 
men at this scour.             
  



Chapter 5.  From Brewarrina to Brewarrina Shire 
 
5.1 Growth of township and villages 
                     
The "town of Brewarrina" became established in 1861 with the first land sale in 1862. 
Surveyor J. Glen Wilson surveyed the town close to the Fisheries towards the end of 1862.  
Due to its distance from sources of supply and other centres Brewarrina had to be as self 
sufficient as possible so local enterprises grew as the need arose (see 4.2 and 4.3).  
 
Accommodation was an urgent need. Homesteads and villagers generally had to rely on local 
timber or rammed red earth (locally called pisi = terre pisé or "ant bed") for buildings and on 
bought in corrugated iron when this became available. But big supplies of building materials 
were needed for the town.  
 
Brick kilns were established on the Red Hill. The ‘Brickies’ were three grey haired old men.          
There was also a Brick Kiln where the old Brewarrina Park was, on the river, on the town side 
of the Barwon Bridge. Bricks from the Red Hill were used to build the Court House in 1872 
and brought in on riverboats and wagons. They were and are a soft brick.  
 
When the restoration of the Court House was taking place in 1987 two walls collapsed and 
the bricks were replaced with bricks from a demolished building in Coolabah.  
 
Bricks were made locally in a number of places. The bricks in the old store in Goodooga were 
apparently made at the "Scour", the location of the old bore and near Birrie River. A common 
comment is that such local bricks tended to be soft and more fragile than modern brick.                                        
 
A Pit Saw Mill on the Brewarrina/Bourke road was run by Turnbulls. In Brewarrina several  
houses were built from this timber and are still standing.  
                   
The builder Jock Turnbull built several houses in Brewarrina, e.g. 41 Wilson Street and 61 
Bourke Street, both built using round timber.     
 
Other early private homes are still standing. 
                                                     
Charles Crane (of Crane's Store, see Chapter 4) in 1920 purchased a house in 41 Doyle Street 
from a Mr. Plaskett. The house was built in three sections. There were four brick rooms with 
a hall intersecting, a brick kitchen and a formal brick room. They were all connected by a 
walkway. The laundry and bathroom were separate buildings. There is a fireplace in two of 
the bedrooms, the kitchen and the top room. C.W. Crane joined all the rooms, enclosed the 
verandahs and put the bathroom under the one roof. Later he put down parquet flooring on the 
big enclosed room that joined the rooms together but in the 1950s white ants attacked it and it 
had to be removed and re-floored. Recently floorboards on the verandahs and in bedrooms 
have been renewed. Other renovations have been done with the assistance of the Local 
Heritage Fund. 
 
Note: Mr. Plaskett sold to Crane as he had bought “The Cedars” and went to live there. Prior 
to Mr. Plaskett owning the house it was the residence of the local doctor.  
 
A house next door, 45 Doyle Street, was for some time used by the local midwife, see 5.5. 
The house has a latticed verandah along the front and part of the sides. The lattice and front 
verandah are at present in poor repair, but the interior of the main house is in a fair condition. 
There are two rooms to each side of a corridor leading to the back and a kitchen part joined on 
to the former back verandah.  
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45 Doyle St, exterior of main part 
 

 
 

45 Doyle St., interior of enclosed verandah between main buildings 
 

One kitchen wall with stove and chimney are of local brick. The area between the two main 
parts has a bathroom and laundry to one side. The former back verandah was enclosed using 
ripple iron.  
 
With regard to both 41 and 45 Doyle Street, the layout and materials are typical of Brewarrina 
houses from the late 1800s and early 1900s. 
 
A home in 6 Church Street, with interior and exterior built almost entirely of pressed metal 
sheeting, was for some time a doctor's home and surgery. It is still basically in good repair. 
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6 Church St 
 
In 1924  Henry Mathews (see 4.3) returned to Brewarrina with his brother Fred, who was a 
builder, and they built for McDougall, including the Hotel Brewarrina.    
 
Though many of the early buildings have vanished (demolished, collapsed or burnt), some 
streets, e.g. Hardie, Bourke and Wilson Streets, retain clusters of buildings from the nearly 
1900s, buildings that provide a picture of the early character of the town. 
  
 
5.2 Essential organisations  in Brewarrina 
 
These were established gradually and some had to wait to get their properly designated and 
equipped buildings (for other parts of the Shire see Chapter 5.3). 
  
The first Brewarrina Post Office opened in May 1866 with William Kerrigan in charge. 
 
The Post Office building, on the corner of Bourke and Young Streets was occupied on 18th 
June 1880 and Mr. Robinson was then in charge. In 1957 this building was demolished and a 
new one built and opened in Bathurst Street in 1958. 
 
The Telephone Exchange was opened on 16th May 1913 in a separate building. 
 
The Sewerage Scheme was installed in 1971 at Brewarrina. Sewerage schemes were also 
installed at Weilmoringle for the Wytaliba Co-op. and at Goodooga.   
           
The first electricity in Brewarrina came from a power house in Bourke Street established by 
Harry (Cocky) Parrott. He was a motor mechanic and electrical engineer. He acquired the 
Royal Hotel and was very proud of the blaze of electric light shining outside the building so it 
gained the name of “The Blazing Stump”.  
                         
Brewarrina Municipality had its own electricity generator which the Shire took over.  
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Brewarrina's First Electricity Generator Shed 
 

In Brewarrina town the Council erected a high level water reservoir in Church Street as a 
raw water supply and built a new pump station (see photograph of 6 Church Street above). 
Filtered water supply was installed in 1970, a new larger reservoir was built and the reservoir 
in Church Street was converted to filtered water. Dual mains were constructed so both were 
available to the town. The water supply is not metered.   
 
Commercial facilities: 
 
The Commercial Bank opened in 1874 in a weatherboard building until the new brick one 
was built in 1940 on the corner of Bathurst & Sandon Streets. The latter is now a Chemist 
Shop; the original bank has been modified to a private home.   
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 The Commercial Bank opened in 1874 
 
The Bank of New South Wales opened in 1880 in a beautiful building on the corner of 
Bathurst and Sandon Streets. During World War II a deal was made with the Commercial 
Bank to close the local Bank of New South Wales. The building became a Doctors’ residence 
and surgery before it was demolished and the Elders building constructed in its place. 
 
The Commonwealth Bank opened in 1958.           
 
In 1962  sheep and cattle saleyards were erected in Brewarrina. 
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5.3 Outlying villages 
 
A number of large properties or groups of properties accumulated dwellings, facilities and 
utilities gradually developing into minor townships or villages such as Angledool, Goodooga, 
Weilmoringle and Gongolgon. In recent times populations have gradually dwindled and with 
them the once colourful and dynamic social and commercial life. Brief summaries of such 
developments are given below. But all of these communities have a rich and colourful history 
worthy of more detailed recording and attention.  
 
 
Angledool development history:  
 
Angledool  was originally named “Mugarrie”. Two young men, the Eather brothers from the 
Liverpool Plains district were the first to settle on the Narran River in the 1840s. Several 
members of the family joined them. The Eather family were still there in the 1880s. 
 
Hatfield and Jacobs in 1879 (during a drought) settled on 1,100 acres of freehold land that 
was to become Angledool. Hatfield built a hotel. The town was established by the 1890s. 
 
From Police records, 6th March 1882: Approval given for Public Pound at Nullawa for the 
inhabitants of Nullawa, Angledool on the Narran River.  
 
The name New Angledool was given to the Post and Telegraph Office previously known as  
Angledool. A fire destroyed house and Post Office at New Angledool on 29th. March 1963. 
The Postmaster rigged up a switchboard that he had made himself to continue to keep the 
telephones going and Post Office open. 
 
A Receiving Office known as “Meehi” was renamed Angledool and a Telegraph Office  
established. The telephone line to Goodooga was completed in 1885. Angledool was a 
stopping place for Cobb and Co. (New and old Angledool are only 1 mile apart.) 
 
The Angledool hall (School of Arts) was built with ant bed mud called “ pisi" (= pisé) with a 
steel roof made by the local blacksmith in 1903. After World War I the supper room was 
added. It was used by the community for balls and celebrations, as a library and for silent 
movies and when for any reason the hall was required for entertainment.  
 

 
 

Angledool hall 
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A cyclone cut through Angledool in March 1945 causing considerable damage. It unroofed 
most houses but not the hall. However, in the flood of 1974 the hall was damaged by water 
and as late as this year by a storm that tore the roof off one wing. The storm damage has been 
repaired and there are plans to restore and use the hall.  
 
In 1981 the Brewarrina Shire offered the hall for sale for $10. This was paid to the Shire but  
no further action was taken to clear the ownership. The hall was later bought at auction by the 
present owners.     
  
Angledool School opened in January 1884 as a Provisional School and became a Public 
School in 1888. It closed in December 1944. 
 

 
 

Old School House with shed. 
 
The parish for the  Roman Catholic Church was founded in 1893 and the Church built  
circa 1906. This church is in use and clearly paid considerable attention by its parishioners.  
 
 

 
 

Angledool Catholic Church 
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The Church of England Church was built in 1911. Pre 1911 marriages took place in the 
Hotel or Post Office. This Church still stands and is in occasional use.  
 

 
 

Angledool Anglican Church 
 
"Angledool Mission", properly Aboriginal Reserve 41025/6 (managed) of 25 acres 2 roods 
27 perches was notified 7/11/1906. It became an APB Station in 1912 (McGuigan 1984, 
Menin 1996). There were no buildings or facilities until 1910 when huts were erected and 
further development took place. During the 1930s there appeared to be no race problems 
locally but Mission Aborigines were still forced to move to Brewarrina in 1936. Some are still 
there. At Angledool a traditional Aboriginal cemetery with graves marked by glass and 
ceramics was used by the Mission Aborigines. This has been fenced and maintained (see 8.2 
below).  

 
 

The butcher's shop 
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The Hatfields and the Prentices are seen as the founding families and representatives are 
buried in a cemetery northeast of the town (and now within Walgett Shire). The Prentice 
family had a butcher's shop which is still standing with the meat hook still suspended from the 
ceiling. The shop and the attached home are now more than a century old and the children of 
the family are the sixth generation living in the home. 
 
Nearby is the old police station with lock up and horse rails where the police tied up their 
horses. This is now Aboriginal land. 
 

 
 

Old police station with free-standing lock-up (the small brown building) 
 

 
 

Door to the lock-up with reinforced and bolted window for inserting sustenance. 
 
 

 J. T. Merry, landlord of the “Old Bark Pub” in 1878, after leaving these premises in 1880 
built a hotel at New Angledool a mile away; this burnt down. But he rebuilt and carried on his 
busines 
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The Exchange Hotel from near Walgett was demolished  and brought to Angledool  where it 
was rebuilt. Jack Barrett bought it about 1917 and he built a two-storey hotel in front of it 
with the old building becoming the kitchen and dining room. The Exchange burnt down in 
1952 and the kitchen and dining room became a temporary bar with the licensee being 
Walter Molloy. 
 
In those days social life was lively and the place was rich in pubs: The Pee Wee Pub (made 
of mud = pisi), Merry’s Hotel and the Commercial. Between Walgett and Goodooga there 
were also several pubs:  The Barwon Inn, The Grawin, Cumborah, Wilby Wilby Pub, 
Glendon and Weetalibah Hotel). (Note: E.T lists as Angledool Hotels: Merrys, Kirkpatricks, 
Barretts Exchange Hotel, Mud Hotel = (Pee Wee Pub?), Old Town Commercial Hotel.)  
 
The property “ Finger Post” to the west of Angledool was selected by Thomas Cross who 
married Mary Elizabeth Harris at  “ Finger Post” in 1885.  They then ran the Finger Post 
Hotel which was at the junction of the roads to Hebel and Angledool, the latter being a stop 
over place for Cobb & Co. coaches and a mail service twice a week between Mogil Mogil and 
Goodooga.  The water supply was from an artesian bore. Thomas died at “Fingerpost” in 
1918 and Mary in 1928; both are buried on the property in a small family cemetery.  
 
 
Goodooga Development History: 
 
Goodooga was first situated on the western bank of the Birrie River. The first establishment 
was a bush inn with slab walls, dirt floor and a bark roof. The next building was a store. 
Later a hotel, and police station (opened 1871 but formed in 1866) were built.  
 
About 1880 the settlement was moved to its present site and named Bokhara. The name  
Goodooga was gazetted by the Minister for Lands in 1938. The first building at the new site 
was erected by a ‘hawker’ named Williams. 
 
This new site had been a camping site for teamsters. It was gazetted as a village in 1885 but 
was already a thriving town by 1883 with cemetery and a racecourse.  
 

 
 

Goodooga Post Office 
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There were three Chinese market gardens, a wheelwright and a blacksmith. Establishments 
included store and bakery, butcher's shop, chemist shop, cafe, boarding house, school, post 
office and wool scour (the latter closed in 1942).  
 
The Telegraph opened December 1877. Post Office and Telegraph amalgamated in 1978.   
The Goodooga Post Office became non-official (decommissioned?) in February 1982 but the 
building has been restored. There are many stories about the dedication and tenacity of post 
office staff who kept business going as long as possible during floods and other problems. 
The Telephone Exchange opened in 1910.  
 

 
 

The Goodooga Store, built of bricks from the "Scour", now cracking badly 
 

 
 

Wooden cool room in centre of former grocery shop, 37A Adam St. 
 
. 
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Shelving inside shop in 37A Adam St. 
 
Goodooga "Aboriginal Mission", on Birrie River but near the town Goodooga has been said 
to date from 1897 but is probably Goodooga Aboriginal Reserve 44303, notified 1909. 
 
The Goodooga bore was completed in 1897, giving Goodooga more permanent water supply.  
The only problem was the bore water was hot and needed to be put in tubs to cool before use;  
later it was put up in an overhead tank. 
 
The Wool Scour in Goodooga. About 1890 a man named Sherriff introduced the Stacey 
method of cleaning wool to Goodooga, but his method was a crude version using the old pot 
and stick method. When the government had rivers checked for pollution, this led to a need to 
use the new Goodooga bore water, starting in 1898.  Joe Hayes, an Englishman and qualified 
wool classer took over the scour and installed Hall and Petries machines (see Chapter 4.5). 
The remains of the Goodooga scour are at the bore head. The wool wash hole was in the 
river below the Culgoa Bridge at “Brenda”.  
                    
The scouring process involved using a large shed to store the wool and a large engine to 
pump water. The wool after shearing passed through several ‘soaks’ of hot water, soap and 
soda. The wool had to be white in clear water. It was then forked into baskets to drain then 
spread on large cloths to dry. When dry it was pressed into bales. 
 
Goodooga Provisional School was named Bokhara and was in Dumble store until July  
1882. The first teacher was Mrs. Johnson. It became a Public School in July 1882. The  
school was built by W.R. Moore who also built the first Birrie bridge. 
 
A sewerage scheme was installed at Goodooga by the Brewarrina Council. 
 
Adam Street, the main street in Goodooga is named after Albert Adams who was born on  
“Brenda” in 1856 and became manager of ‘Brenda’ for Bishop Long. In 1887 Albert left 
and went to New Zealand to drive bullock teams during the gold rush, and later went saw- 
milling and farming. 
 
Dates for early hotels in the new Goodooga location: 
 Telegraph Hotel was Birrie Inn, was Dumble Hotel, Adam Street, 1879 
 Commercial Hotel, cnr. Adam and Walgett Streets, 1880 
 
 

Chapter 5                                                                        11



Weilmoringle development history: brief summary 
 
Colin Kenneth Mackenzie, a Scotchman, built up a holding in the Culgoa area. After his 
death in 1874 his wife Catherine acquired the property. Weilmoringle Pastoral Holding No. 3 
was gazetted in 1885. In 1888 Jamieson and Keats purchased the property and started to run 
sheep which meant they needed a wool shed so in 1884 with 40,000 sheep they built a 48 
stand woolshed. The shed burnt in 1898 and was rebuilt in 1900 with 34 Wolsley Shearing 
Machines installed. Weilmoringle also had a woolscour and a sheepbridge across the river.  
 

 
 

Weilmoringle Woolshed 
 
Keats left Weilmoringle in 1900, the same year a Receiving Office was opened for mail with 
2 services a week. The telephone office opened in 1901. These were run from the 
Weilmoringle store near the homestead by station employees. 
 

 
 

Weilmoringle homestead 
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In 1910 George Magill and the McKay Brothers bought Weilmoringle, then in 1926 The New 
Zealand and Australian Land Company whose lease expired in 1964. The property was split 
in half. The homestead area was bought by R Gill and the “Orana” section by T & H Stalley. 
Rens Gill formally made over an area to the Aboriginal residents and the "Wytaliba Co-op"  
was formed. The whole property is now managed by the Aboriginal residents. 
  

 
       

Airphotograph showing the layout of the Wytaliba community housing 
with the woolshed to the far left. 
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Weilmoringle Tennis Courts 
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Brewarrina Council installed a sewerage scheme at Weilmoringle for the  Wytaliba Co-op. 
An area taken from the lease of Weilmoringle became a sports area. Council also constructed 
tennis courts at Weilmoringle, opened in 1970.                                
                                
During World war II at race meetings held at "Toulby" and "Weilmoringle". They raised      
enough money to fulfil their aim and buy a Spitfire as their war effort. 
 
Crane & Co. of Brewarrina supported Bernard and Dorothy Hauville opening a shop  
and Post Office at Weilmoringle when the Land Company decided to close the Post and  
telephone operations at the homestead at the end of 1954.  
 
Bernard obtained a lease of about 5 acres about a quarter of a mile from Weilmoringle 
homestead and in 1955 he became the Weilmoringle post master. He built a house and shop 
where he sold food and petrol and combined with running a taxi service and being a stock 
and station agent with running the post and telegraph office. In 1963 his wife Dorothy 
became postmistress.  
 
In 1968 the premises were burnt down and rebuilt. 
 
The Weilmoringle school opened in February 1961 as a result of the local community  
applying for a school from the Education Department. The local people built a small fibro  
school room which was used until towards the end of 1962 when the department built a  
school. Funds came from a Sports meeting held each year at Weilmoringle.  
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Official opening of the school in 1961 
 
The race track was a  ¾ mile straight track beside the airstrip, one of the few straight  
tracks in NSW.  
 
In 1968 the P&C installed reverse cycle air conditioning, the first school in the State to  
have this type of air conditioning.  A sub-branch of the Moree Regional Library was started 
in the school building in 1963. 
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Gongolgon Development history 
 
 Gongolgon is situated on the Bogan River on the Brewarrina to Coolabah road and was first  
settled by Edward Botfield. Aged 15 years he was transported from England with a life 
sentence. On his arrival in 1830 he was assigned to Major Druitt of Penrith. In 1847 he was 
granted a pardon but not permitted to return to England.  
 
He named his run “Botfields” which was later changed to Gongolgon. The original 
homestead became a stop-over for coaches and travellers. The town was surveyed in 1867 to 
become an important town, but when the railway by-passed it in 1901 the situation changed 
(see comments in Chapter 4.1). Edward left Gongolgon and moved to “Yarrawin.” 
 
There was a large Chinese market garden enterprise by the river, with a barn (still standing) 
for storage and marketing (see Chapter 3.5). 
 
Prior to missing out on the railway line a police station opened in 1866 and several hotels 
were built (list below). The police station had a free-standing lock-up, as at Angledool. This 
has succumbed to termites, but the police stable and toilet is there, as is the police station, 
now a private home. 
 

 
 

Gongolgon Police Stables 
 
The Post Office was situated on the right side of the road (where the Aboriginal centre now 
is}. The building is now a tool shed on Gongolgon station. 
 
The Provisional School opened in 1872 to become a Public School in 1876. After closing 
and opening several times, it finally closed in 1970. The original school building was sent to 
Enngonia in 1948 and a new one built in 1964. This is now unused. In intervening years this 
was a subsidised school and a travelling school with Tarcoon and Glenariff. 
 
In 1967 Gongolgon Tennis Club was formed. 
 
James Stephen Murray, born in Sydney 1850 (died 1892) became a carpenter. In 1878 
James headed north and settled in a residence in Gongolgon where his brother Henry Samuel 
Murray lived and worked as a saddler - and carpenter (?). They moved into Brewarrina in 
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1879 and James left to live with his brother William in Cunnamulla in 1883. He became a 
selector during 1889 and 1892 on a property ‘Ryde Park’ in Cunnamulla and died there in 
1892 aged 41.  
 
In addition to the extensive Aboriginal centre, run as an educational organization, there are 
still a number of private homes.  
 
Hotels listed as once present in Gongolgon: 
  Nags Head Hotel in Pleasant Valley Gongolgon 1885 
  Lame Horse Hotel then named Commercial Hotel Gongolgon 1868 
  Royal Hotel at Gongolgon 1870  
 
 
5.4 Creating a Shire 
  
Brewarrina Shire and Brewarrina Municipality area are fairly recent concepts in 
comparison with the existence of Brewarrina, their focal point, as a local centre for trade and 
facilities. Some additional local centres developed within the Shire: Angledool, Gongolgon, 
Goodooga and Weilmoringle (see 5.3 above). 
 
The Municipality of Brewarrina was proclaimed on 15th. January 1901. Outside the area 
proclaimed a Municipality, what is Brewarrina Shire remained unincorporated. Brewarrina 
Shire was proclaimed on 1st  January 1955. The boundaries of the Shire were then delineated 
and in Brewarrina’s case four ridings were formed. Today there are no ridings.  
 
The first Council was appointed by the then New South Wales Minister of Local 
Government, Mr. J.B. Renshaw. Those appointed were: 
 
A. Riding in the North West :  
 Cr. V.J. Williamson, Cr. D.H. Congleton, Cr. B. Fennell. 
 
B. Riding in the North East :  
 Cr. J. Richmond, Cr. J. Kennelly, Cr. Marks 
 
C. Riding  in the South :  
 Cr. A.W. George, Cr. R. Oakenfull, Cr. G.H. Hardy 
 
D. Riding in the town :  
 Cr. G.T. New, Cr. P.F. White, Cr. B.J. Hertslet, Cr. R. Tancred. 
 
1st President: Cr. V.J. Williamson (Barb Wire Jack); 2nd President Cr. A.P. Thompson.  
 
1st Deputy President: Cr. G.T. New; 2nd Deputy Cr. A.P. Thompson. 
 
1st Shire Clerk: Mr. Jim Seberry and 1st Engineer: Mr. Doug Forbes.  
 
First lady Councillor to be elected in Brewarrina and the Western Division: Miss B. Webb. 
 
First Mayor of Brewarrina: Byron McDougall. 
 
Brewarrina Shire won the Bluett Award in 1958, quite an achievement in Local Government. 
A majority of newly appointed Councillors had apparently opposed the formation of the Shire 
Council but once appointed they were determined to make it work. 
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For its work the Shire Council found it suitable to link up with some organisations extending 
beyond the Shire: 
 
Power: 
In 1956 the Bourke Shire, then named Darling Shire, and Brewarrina Shire formed the Sturt 
County Council. The NSW Electricity Commission installed what used to be the Newcastle 
auxiliary power station in Bourke and a transmission line was constructed to Brewarrina. 
Some rural connections were installed from the line.  
 
In 1959 Council suggested that all of Brewarrina Shire should have rural power. Sturt County 
Council amalgamated with Namoi Valley County Council. Crs. Williamson and Cr. New 
were Brewarrina Shires first delegates to the Namoi Valley County Council (N.V.C.C).  
 
A scheme to electrify the whole area to be paid for by a yearly assessment was implemented. 
Power was brought in through a grid system from Walgett to Brewarrina and Walgett to 
Goodooga. Later a line was constructed from Nyngan to Bourke and the power station in 
Bourke shut down.  
 
In 1995 N.V.C.C. was forcibly amalgamated with all other County Councils to form North 
Power and Brewarrina Shire Council lost their representation. 
   
Medical: 
 In 1968 the Western Dental Service was established to provide dental service to Balranald, 
Wentworth, Brewarrina, Walgett, Bourke and parts of Lachlan Shire.  
 
The Northern Dental Service was based in Brewarrina with visits to Tottenham, 
Goodooga, Enngonia, Louth and Weilmoringle. Walgett withdrew early.  
 
Other services created were Shire-based: 
 
Flood controls: 
The Brewarrina area (and other parts of the Shire, e.g. Goodooga) has suffered from extensive 
flooding as well as droughts.  
 
In early 1960 Brewarrina Council set aside blocks for development in East Brewarrina 
(Newtown), an area not subject to flooding.  
 
In 1950, 1956 and 1971 temporary levees were constructed around the town but after the floods the  
levees were removed.  
 
In 1974 a major flood meant rebuilding them in a hurry, but even so, some parts of the town 
were flooded.  
 
Council then decided to construct permanent levees with assistance from the Water 
Resources Commission.  
 
Extensive levees have now been constructed but flooding and flood control may remain a 
vexed problem. 
  
 
Land use controls: 
 
The Brewarrina Pasture Protection Board (established in 1938) is now the Rural Lands 
Protection Board (RLPB).  
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Reserves controlled by the RLPB are: 
 
Number          Reserve                        Hectares                Carrying Capacity 
1078             Hailstone                                  20.00                                 28.00 
 984              Milroy                                    518.00                                428.09 
1104             Red Gate                                    8.09                                189.00 
1007            Hospital Creek                       518.40                                323.75 
1045             Langboyd Bore                        62.72 
1006             Willybingbone                       433.75                                524.83 
1017             Crown Pine                            518.00                                395.41 
100               Bendemere                             259.00                               160.86 
1020            Womboin                               518.40                                291.23 
645              Nineteen Mile                        518.00                                275.41 
996              Bundabulla                           518.40                                323.75 
558              McKenzie Point                  1,114.50                                160.30 
199016        Goodooga reserve 
116            Glendon Tank                       518.00                                 323.75 
297             Fingerpost Bore                    259.00                                 159.87 
1003           Toulby Bore                          518.00 
1075           Midway                                   20.23                                  33.73 
111             Dennawan                                 6.07                                  12.74 
1112/1112a  Weilmoringle                            2.00 
1050            Talawanta                               64.70 
1116             Red Plain                                   1.01  
                        TOTAL                                   5,328.56                              3,630.72     
 
 
5.4 Keeping Order - Brewarrina 
  
Customs and Excise: 
Before Federation each state had its own customs and excise. There was a fee to cross into 
another state.  
 
A Customs Officer or policeman was stationed at the border gates to collect the fee. A 
policeman named Job lived in a hut on the border crossing at what is called Job’s Gate, now 
Job’s Road. There was a policeman there for some years after Federation. The hut he lived 
in was later taken to Widgee Downs and used as a saddle room.      
 
Mr Price is believed to have been the Customs and Excise Officer in Brewarrina in 1900. 
There were two large Bond Stores in Brewarrina with sheds and cellars where goods were 
stored: imported groceries, drapery, wine, spirits and bottled ale. Goods were kept in bond 
here until they were sold and the duty paid. 
 
1883: John Swift was appointed Sub Collector of Customs in Brewarrina (copied by E.T. 
from police records). 
 
1883: Pound keeper charges were: 
Every horse two shillings; every head of cattle two shillings.  
Sheep first 100 each one penny and for every 100 after that one farthing, every goat one 
penny and every pig two pennies. 
 
Administrative and Legal Establishments and Amenities: 
The first Police Station was situated in West Brewarrina where the ‘Dodge’ housing 
settlement is now. The Police Paddock surrounded the Police Station.  
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The Police Station was established in 1866 with Mounted Police: 1 senior constable and 1 
constable. They moved into the Court House when this was available until another building 
was completed to move into in 1873. In 1960 a new police station was built in Bathurst 
Street. In 1998 new cells were built inside the police station replacing cells built in 1992. 
 
Brewarrina got its first Police Magistrate on 23rd November 1883. 
    
Police force present in Brewarrina in the late 1800s: 
From 1879 to 1881:    1 senior constable and 2 constables 
From 1882 to 1885:    1 sergeant and 2 constables 
From 1886    1 senior constable and 2 constables 
From 1887 - 1896   1 sergeant and 2 constables 
From 1897 - 1899   1 sergeant and 3 constables 
From 1900 - 1901   1 sergeant and 4 constables 
1902    1 sergeant and 3 constables 
From 1903 - 1904 with 1 sergeant and 4 constables 
 
Brewarrina Court House – In 1871 James Barnett, Colonial Architect, called tenders to 
build the Court House. It was completed in 1872, the bricks made by the Brewarrina Brick 
Works. In 1884 the ceiling was raised and two more rooms added. These were on each end of 
the building. In 1890 a horse rail was erected to protect the new fence and sand spread 
around the building. In 1888 the Court House applied for an extra 12 hooks for the horse rail. 
In September 1885 a room was added to the courthouse and in 1899 the residence was added 
to the back of the Court room. Cells were demolished in 1931 and new ones built. In 1960 the 
residence and police office were vacated. The residence was permanently vacated in 1977.  
 
But in 1987 the residence and the court-house were restored. The residence was to be used as 
the Brewarrina Museum. The Brewarrina Museum was opened in the residence in 1988 but 
was in 1999 told by the NSW State Labour Government to vacate the building. The buildings 
interior was then changed. 
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Brewarrina Courthouse 
 

When Brewarrina Shire was proclaimed the Municipal Council Chambers became the Shire 
Council Chambers until 1971 when the present Council Chambers were built. The old 
Chambers became the Community Health Centre. 
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Before the official opening of the Shire Chambers a tree was bought and planted in front of 
the building but it died just before the official opening. A hasty dash was made to the river to 
dig up a tree and transplant it to replace of the dead tree. It was only meant to be there briefly 
while they purchased another tree but it continued to grow and the community did not want it 
removed. It became a fine example of a River Gum. 
 
The Volunteer Fire Brigade (VFB) started in Brewarrina in 1953. The first truck was a       
1927 Chevrolet, not always esasy to start, and Dick Webb was the first Captain. The VFB 
enlisted the Police to assist in raising money. An organisation was formed called “The Police 
and Fireman Sports and Ball Committee”. This held the first Cabaret Ball in Brewarrina as 
well as sports meetings to raise money. The second fire engine was a later model six cylinder 
truck on which they fitted a six cylinder motor with a two stage pump. This was found to be 
too big for use with the water tank so they bought a small Coventry Climax engine with a 
pump. They attended a number of fires. Because they were volunteers they had to have the 
owner's permission to attend a fire and a policeman present.  
 
In 1970 the VFB handed their Brigade to the New South Wales Fire Brigade. The brigade 
was after various negotiations appointed under the command of Bernard Crane with Harry 
John Hart to act as engine keeper. A No.184 Bedford was installed with the necessary gear at 
Brewarrina Fire Station. Plans were drawn up, funds allocated and a new Fire Station built. 
The "old" brigade station was handed over for use by the State Emergency Services.  
 
Administrative notes and glitches recorded for the early days include: 
 
In April 1884 Richard Kelly resigned as Coroner and was replaced by Edward Davis 
Millen, Editor of the Brewarrina Express Newspaper. 
 
In July 1888 the BD&M Registrar Mr J.C. Dawson was reported as not having made entries 
in the Birth Register from 21st March 1888 and 19th May 1888. In the Marriage Register 
there were no entries for the year. In the Death Register the last entry was 14th February 1888 
(E.Thompson quoting from police records). 
 
 
5.5 Looking after the population 
  
Medical: 
Personal reminiscences quoted in Brewarrina Bric-a-Brac magazines mention "sandy blight" 
as a common ailment, and various popular medications, not necessarily prescribed by doctors: 
Clemet's Tonic; Wood's Great Peppermint Cure; Zambuk; Royal Infants Preservatives for 
children.  
 
John Grant advertised an extract of tar that he made from local sandlewood. This would cure 
sores, wounds and fistulas in horses, cattle and other animals but was also applicable to men, 
women and children.  
  
Brewarrina Hospital opened in 1883. In early years it appears to have had a matron, a nurse 
and an odd-job man. Comments in 1902 describe it as small but neat and well kept with a 
president, secretary and medical officer in charge. 
 
The first Ambulance Service in Brewarrina was with the Methodist Sisters who came to 
Brewarrina in 1946 (Somerville 2006).  
 
St John’s Ambulance followed; and then the State took over to supply Ambulances and 
Ambulance officers, so the people in the Shire area were no longer required to raise funds to 
support it.   
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Brewarrina's Medical Centre opened 23.10. 1987. It was constructed by local artisan and 
according to advice from local medical and council staff. The centre comprises a Medical/ 
Dental surgery of 200 square metres, equipped with up to date medical equipment, reverse 
cycle air-conditioning and facilities for disabled.  
 
The Northern Dental Service (part of the Western Dental Service established 1968 (see 5.3 
above) was based in Brewarrina with visits to Tottenham, Goodooga, Enngonia, 
Weilmoringle & Louth.  
 
The Dental Clinic in Brewarrina is located in the Shire Council complex. In 1996 Macquarie 
Health took over the Western Dental Service. Brewarrina does not have a resident dentist. A 
dentist travels from Bourke once a week to attend patients but an innovative service is being 
organised by the Shire Council.     
       
Dr. Anthony Giuseppe Lopes did his residency at Dubbo Base Hospital before taking up the 
practice in Brewarrina from Dr. Phillips in 1952. In 1979 he was awarded the M.B.E. for his 
dedicated work in the area, especially among the Aboriginal community. His work was often 
innovative; he for example organised specialists to visit Brewarrina to attend to those who 
were too old, sick or poor to venture to the big cities for medical attention. 
 
A memorial group of stones symbolises  Dr Lopes with a mother and a child. This is placed 
in front of the Shire Office in Bathurst Street. 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr Lopes monument 
 
Council has adopted a policy to provide rented housing for the Doctor in Brewarrina.  
          
Welfare: 
In 1984 the Brewarrina Shire Council resolved to go ahead with plans to create a Community 
Centre on vacant ground behind the Council Chambers. 
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5.6 The world wars and local involvement 
 
Local support for Australian war efforts during both world wars took various forms.  
 
There were considerable financial contributions but also numerous volunteers who joined 
armies in Australia and abroad.  
 
About 1889 Messrs. Meares & Co. bought Quantambone Station near Brewarrina and 
appointed Joseph Pearson as manager. He later became a partner in the firm. During the war  
Mr Pearson established a Military Hospital for wounded men in Melbourne and all costs were 
defrayed by the station. He had a heavy wall mounted Honour Roll erected at Quantambone 
made of brass and copper.  
 
During World war II at race meetings held at "Toulby" and "Weilmoringle" they raised 
enough money to fulfil their aim and buy a Spitfire as their war effort. 
  
The Brewarrina War Memorial was erected in the corner of Memorial Park in 1967 by 
contractors Messrs. Jim Tolbert and Nev Palfrey of the Katoomba Monumental Works.  
  
The pre-cast base of the monument is set on concrete foundations and the monument consists 
of three columns of grey granite, each being square in shape with the centre column being 
slightly higher than the other two. 
 
These columns support six Imperial Black Granite panels suitably inscribed with the names of 
all those who served in both World War I and II. The names of those who served from 1914 – 
18 appear on one column and those of the 1939 – 45 contingent on the other column. 
  
On its completion, on two consecutive nights vandals tried to removed the sundial which was 
a feature of the monument, even though it was attached by long brass screws. There have 
been several vandal attacks since then.  
 
In Angledool Anglican Church there is a World War I Memorial Panel. 
 
A few reminiscences by former soldiers have been published by E. Thompson in 
Brewarrina Bric-a-Brac Magazines but this is a topic that needs further attention. 
 



Chapter 6. Bosses and workers 
  
Little has been recorded in published documents. Snippets of information can be found that 
may be interpreted as relevant. Old photographs showing groups of cheerful workers are 
clearly posed. Whether the smiles are genuine is hard to say - they may well be.  
 
There was a major shearers' strike in 1894 when some shearing teams refused to abide by a 
new agreement worked out by Australia's pastoralists but not approved by the shearers' union. 
Gill notes that the Weilmoringle shearing team turned up on agreed date but repudiated the 
new agreement. They set up a camp of 107 men, divided themselves into gangs and staked 
out the station. Teams would take turns at moving around the neighbourhood to acquire food 
and firewood. The strike involved also non-unionists and police, fighting, negotiations and 
dismissal of the original team as well as jail sentences for some of those involved. 
 
Few stories about minor strikes have been found, though it is often mentioned in conversation 
that shearers could be a demanding lot but that given the strain of their hard work they 
probably deserved the attention they demanded.  
 
The main requests appear to have been for a good cook and good food. This was at times 
provided by the station. But if a shearing team brought their own cook, he/she had to have 
separate and decent living quarters, good supplies of food as well as decent kitchen and 
dining room facilities. On big properties the teams could be quite large so that money as well 
good organization was needed for work to run smoothly. The shearers' quarters at for example 
Quantambone and Mogila were extensive and the kitchens provided with large and very good 
iron stoves. 
 

 
Shearers at Quantambone 

 
Housing was usually provided on the stations for permanent staff, and mostly also, as separate 
quarters, for temporary staff such as shearers, scrub cutters etc. At Weilmoringle they were 
contemporary with woolsheds etc.; at Mogila shearers' quarters were built in the 1940s, post-
dating the main buildings by some 30 years. They were however, for the time, relatively 
luxurious when provided. It was apparently not unusual for temporary workers to camp out of 
doors. 
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For Weilmoringle the 1903 census listed as present: 24 labourers; 1 fencer; 1 storekeeper;  
1 overseer; 2 horse-breakers; 1 boundary rider; 1 carrier; 1 wool scourer; 2 drovers; 1 
blacksmith; 1 station hand; 2 farmers; 1 bookkeeper; 2 domestic duties; 1 cook; 1 contractor, 
1 carpenter; 1 shearer; 1 clerk and a manager. 
 
This would probably by fairly typical of a small early 1900s community based on or linked to 
a major pastoral property. 
 
To such relatively settled communities should be added itinerant workers, Aboriginal staff 
that might come from camps in the general area and organised teams of Chinese contract 
workers brought in to complete specific tasks.  
 
With regard to working conditions and relations with the employer, this was for the Chinese 
contract workers generally looked after by the contractor in charge. 
 
Conditions appear to have varied considerably for workers on farms and in minor enterprises 
such as wool scours. Hard and back breaking work was apparently taken for granted, but also 
the right to set off for town or closest pub at the weekend for long sessions of beer drinking.  
E. Thompson quotes the story of an overseer who got so sick of trying to find and retrieve his 
workforce come Monday that he established a pub on the property (BBaB,p.68). 
 
The topic of work relations requires more research. Present information is largely hearsay or 
inference. 



Chapter 7. Aspects of Social Life 
 
7.1 Schools and teachers 
   
Requests for a school in Brewarrina date back to 1871, but children were still fairly few.  A 
local committee was formed, six families in town undertook to send their children to school 
and there would be more from properties in the area. A local subscription of 150 pounds out 
an estimated cost of 450 pounds for a school and teacher's residence was guaranteed. It took 
some time to get the necessary consents and authorities and to raise the money needed, well 
over the original estimate. Construction work was delayed by floods, but the buildings were 
completed by James Batten: a brick structure with a shingled roof, it contained a schoolroom 
twenty feet by sixteen, and a residence of three rooms. The Brewarrina Public School 
opened in 1875 and additions were built in 1877 (the educational authorities had 
underestimated the space required).  
 
It was difficult to get a teacher willing to go to Brewarrina. Inspector Robins wrote that he 
could only find one, William Nicholson, untrained but having performed well during two 
years at a Provisional School near Mudgee. With some misgivings the Council appointed Mr 
Nicholson, but it took him months to get to Brewarrina due to floods and impassable roads. 
 
He opened the school with an enrolment of 31 children and young adults up to 20 years. He 
worked energetically and was popular with the parents and the local board, but left in 1881, 
badly affected by sandy blight. He was succeeded by a batchelor, Alfred Lambert. The lack of 
a wife to teach sewing was seen as a concern. He organised a local lady to help out and after 
some time he did marry and this solved the problem of a teacher for sewing… 
 
A weather shed was constructed for the boys in 1884. The 1890 flood left the ground cracked 
and so were the walls of the school. In 1893 a new building was constructed, and in 1899 the 
old building was demolished.   
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Brewarrina Public School opened in 1875 
 

In 1902 more renovations were done, then in 1910 when a cyclone hit the town a lot of 
damage was done to the school building. In 1912 a new brick building was erected with 
two class rooms to accommodate 98 children. The flood in 1921 destroyed the weather 
shed and closed the school for a week. In 1939 Aboriginal children were formally allowed 
to attend the school - but a teacher had mentioned already in 1915, and without comment, 
that about a quarter of the enrolments were part-Aboriginal.  
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From about 1915 on enrolment stabilized for some time at about 70 pupils, managed by 
two teachers. Some of the teachers were obviously energetic and outstanding. One, Mr. 
Daly, planted lots of trees in the school grounds to create shade and a healthier ambience. 
Another, Mr Barlex, investigated the childrens' eyesight and wrote a paper on this in 1913, 
showing that a large proportion had more or less defective sight due to various, then still 
prevalent diseases, and that this clearly would affect their work. 
 
Until 1946 the school only went to sixth class. 
 
The Sisters of Mercy from Bourke went to Brewarrina to open a school in 1894. They held 
school in the old gaol on the corner of Bathurst and Belmore Streets; later this building was a 
sewing and music room. It later still became a boarder boys wash-room and was demolished 
overnight. The Convent was built in 1906 and demolished in 1979, it was a very impressive 
building. The foundation stone was laid in pouring rain that rather spoilt the ceremonies 
planned, but a collection of more than 200 pounds had been made and could be placed on the 
foundation stone during the ceremony as a token of intent. 
 

 
 

Brewarrina Convent opened in 1908 
 
The Sisters left Brewarrina in 1985. 
 
Angledool School opened in January 1884 as a Provisional School and became a Public 
School in 1888. It closed in December 1944. 
 
Gongolgon Provisional* School opened in 1872 to become a Public School in 1876. 
After closing and opening several times it finally closed in 1970. The original school 
building was sent to Enngonia in 1948 and a new one built in 1964. In the intervening 
years it was a subsidised school and a travelling school with Tarcoon and Glenariff. 
 
Goodooga Provisional School was named Bokhara and was in the Dumble store until July 
1882 . The first teacher was Mrs. Johnson. It  became a Public School  in July 1882.  
 
The Weilmoringle school opened in February1961 as a result of the local community 
applying for a school from the Education Department. The local people built a small fibro 
school room which was used until towards the end of 1962 when the department built a 
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school. Funds came from a Sports meeting held each year at Weilmoringle. The race track 
was ¾ mile straight track beside the airstrip, one of the few straight tracks in NSW. In 1968 
the P&C installed reverse cycle air conditioning, the first school in the State to have this type 
of air conditioning. A sub-branch of the Moree Regional Library was started in the school 
building in 1963. 
 
* Provisional schools emerged in 1867 in areas where there were at least 15 children but less 
than 25. The Department only supplied the teacher, books and equipment. In 1880 the number 
of children required was reduced to 12, from 1898 to 10 and from 1945 to nine. Mostly the 
teacher was untrained. In 1957 they were all converted to Public Schools. 
 
 
7.2  Creative Endeavours: Arts, Crafts and Facilities 
 
The first local newspaper was started in 1863. There have been a number of papers since 
then (The Brewarrina Times, Barwon Argus; Brewarrina News; Brewarrina Bulletin).  
 
The Brewarrina School of Arts was built pre-1919 and housed the library. It was burnt 
down in 1928 and another built on the site.  
 
The Memorial Hall was officially opened on 5th March 1930. It was burnt down in 1981. 
This hall was used as a picture theatre during the winter. Also balls were held there. When 
it was burnt it contained a new boxing ring, a wood workshop and a museum, all 
destroyed.  
 
The risk of arson has left a weary feeling of disappointment and people are now hesitant 
to lend historic objects for display. 
 
The next hall was built as The Community Centre and officially opened in 1985. 
 
Alfred Woolfrey, a coach painter in Bourke in 1875, took photos and measurements of the 
rocks at the Fisheries in Brewarrina. He made a wooden model of them for the Indian and 
Colonial Exhibition in 1886.  
 
Geoff New owned an Outdoor Picture Theatre. He sold this to his nephew Peter Mohr 
in 1962. During the warm months it was an open-air theatre situated where the Aboriginal 
Medical Centre is now. During the cold months picture shows were held in the Memorial 
Hall. The theatre closed down and the land was sold as space for the Medical Centre in 
1992; the latter was built in 1995. 
 
As noted in Chapter 5.4, the Brewarrina Courthouse and residence were restored in 1987 with 
the intention to use the residence as a museum. The Brewarrina Museum was opened in the 
residence in 1988 but was in 1999 told by the NSW State Labour Government to vacate the 
building. The buildings interior was then changed.  
 
A Tourist Information Centre was set up and run as part of the Council Chambers as the 
Council became a member of the Orana Tourist association based in Dubbo. The centre can 
give advice to residents and tourists about where to go and what to look at. It has some 
displays of historic material (in part from the former museum) but also has local specialities, 
books and other information about Brewarrina for sale. Other heritage items from the former 
museum display are at present, for lack of suitable display space, stored in a container. 
 
An Aboriginal Museum of unusual and adventurous design, set close to the Fisheries, was 
opened in 1990. It is closed for repairs but these are in progress.  
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The earth covered Aboriginal Museum,. 
 
Patrick Francis White was born in Brewarrina circ. 1899. He began work as a shearer 
and studied mechanics by correspondence. At the age of 25 he owned a garage in Bourke 
Street, Brewarrina. Five years later he sold it to Turnbull Brothers and took his family to 
live in Dubbo where he bought a garage in Talbragar Street and a rubber and retreading 
business on the corner of Macquarie and Talbragar Streets. During the depression he sold 
out and moved back to Brewarrina. Here he built a garage in Bathurst Street where he 
remained for 30 years. He retired in 1963 selling his business to P.J. Oliver.   
 
Pat White had a passion for inventing things. He invented a device for inflating the tyres 
on amphibious vehicles, so they could be inflated as they went from water to travel on dry 
land. In the 1955 – 56 flood in Brewarrina the Army Ducks used this device, each pump 
bears his name and the registration date 1923. It was marketed in America but Pat didn’t 
get any remuneration for it.  
 
He also invented a pump for use in cars whose cooling systems failed to stop the engine 
from boiling. This pump he manufactured and sold locally. 
 
Pat had been an airman when planes were mostly canvas, wood and wire. When he was in 
his sixties he built an engineless ‘ helicopter’ with the rotor blade being kept in motion by 
the forward motion of the craft. He had several unsuccessful attempts to get it airborne. 
On one attempt he flew it a short distance but on landing it pitched forward, struck an 
obstacle and broke the rotor blade which gave him a good shaking up. The remains were 
put on the rafters in the garage which is now owned by Wulf Reichler. There they were 
for many years until recently collected by a nephew. 
 
Pat was an inaugural member of the Brewarrina Shire Council in 1955 and remained so until 
his death in 1965. 
 
Music played quite a big role in town life. A Mr, Eville who had been Dame Nellie Melba's 
pianist moved to Brewarrina and married Amy, a local girl who until then been teaching 
music in the old jail house in Bathurst Street. They bought a property and named it "Toorak" 
after his suburb in Melbourne. Mr. Eville is said to have known his music but nothing about 
the land or how to run a property. He died in 1918 and Amy in 1959. 
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John Durack ran a pharmacy in Brewarrinna from about 1944, starting from scratch. He had 
a good bass voice and had spent five years at the Conservatorium in Sydney.  
 
In the 1880s the Brewarrina Band consisted of a bandmaster and some nine musicians:  
 
Patrick Duffy, band master    O/Neill brothers/ bandsmen 
Sars Duffy, cornet     Joe O'Neill, drum 
Willie Herslet, cornet     Con O'Neill, cornet 
Norbert Herslet, second tenor horn   Arthur O'Neill, euphorium 
Jim Nolan, euphorium 
Jimmy Browngedge, soprano cornet (with his own silver cornet) 
 
 
7.3  Domestic Life 
 
Mary Durack, reminiscing in 1992 aged 82, commented that until cooling systems like 
Breezeairs and Aquacools came to the area, they did not seem to notice the heat much. If you 
went for afternoon tea you always dressed in your good clothes, stockings, gloves and hat. 
 
Ann Reichler who worked for Billy Grant, the dairyman, reminisces (in 1992) that milk was 
delivered seven days a week. At the dairy the milk was strained and separated. There was no 
real refrigeration, just a tin roof house with a mile-a-minute creeper growing over it, as well 
as a big gauze safe. But it met the regulation standards and was inspected regularly. She 
delivered the milk in billycans carried on the handlebars of her bike. Before Billy Grant took 
over Roly Morris delivered using horse and cart. 
 
Annie Russell mentions (in 1990) how her mother used to work for Mrs Methrel, wife of a 
butcher , who would kill just at daybreak every couple of days, and then daily cut up meat 
from about 4 am and take it round town. There was no way of keeping it fresh. 
 
Supplies of fresh food were generally grown or made locally and delivered daily. Planning 
and ordering food were essential routines. 
 
A number of people in town owned cattle and horses that could graze on the common. Most 
would have an arrangement e.g. with the dairy to have cows milked. Rangers were appointed 
to keep the animals under some control. 
 
Washing was done by hand, both the washing and the wringing, and always on Mondays, 
starting early. It was done in big washtubs and coppers, and many households employed 
expert washerwomen to do the job. 
 
Domestic as well as public life were affected by occasional powerful dust storms. Annie 
Russell (BOT, p. 94) describes how they would look like a great red rolling ball descending 
on the town. During the morning it could be seen, by 4pm it would be so dark they would 
have to turn on the lights. You stayed in your house if you could. Going to work they would 
team up and hold hands with one holding on to the fence so they would not be blown away 
when passing vacant allotments. A week of hard work cleaning the house would follow a dust 
storm and then there might be another… The worst dust storm years Annie remembered were 
1938, 1939, 1940 and 1941. 
 
Floods would also have a considerable impact on domestic life, particularly if they lasted 
some time; in this clayey country drainage could be slow.  Provisions must somehow be made 
available as households could rarely manage to keep stocks for long periods. 
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Years listed as particularly marked by major floods: 1890, 1921, 1950, 1956, 1974 and 1998. 
 
Droughts could be severe: A story is told about a time when the water in the river stopped 
running, it was only getting to the Rocks, and Bourke was out of water. The people at Bourke 
threatened to blow up the Rocks. So the Brewarrina people formed a vigilante group, and with 
their guns they stood watch over the Rocks. Taking it in turn for 24 hours a day for over two 
weeks they stood guard (BOT, p. 95).  
 
 
7.4  Leisure 
 
Social life seems to have been lively and to quite some extent centred on horses. The horses 
were well bred, usually bred on the stations from their own registered stallions and blood 
mares.  
 
There were Sport Meetings in many places, usually frequent and well attended: Tarrion 
Sports, The Culgoa sports, Warraweena Sports, Weilmoringle Sports as well as at Goodooga, 
Yarrawin, Summerville and Collewaroy. 
 
Mary Durack also commented that it was always dress up time to go to the races. And every 
second year the matrons sent out invitations to a big ball. It was the Bachelors and Spinsters 
turn in alternate years. The balls were held in the Memorial Hall and all put on their finest 
evening wear. The Picnic races and balls were also great favourites. They had great picnics 
out on the plain and tennis parties at Point Bore. 
 
Clubs were formed: the Brewarrina Bowling Club had started before 1933 but closed in 1997 
and the Shire Council bought the Club House to renovate this into a Museum Information 
Centre, Community Room and a Coffee Lounge and Rest Area. A Gun Club was started in 
1959. The Brewarrina Golf Club started in 1958; the Apex Club in 1965; the St. Patrick's 
Mothers Club in 1967 and the Gongolgon Tennis Club also 1967. 
 
The Brewarrina Town and District Childrens Picnic Committee collected donations 
for this special day for the children. The day was held on 14th. May 1966 at the Red Hill 
and the program included events for toddlers to grandparents. To this day this special day 
is remembered by those who were there. 
 

 
 

Setting off for the picnic. 
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The trucks waited in front of the Shire Office to board all the children for their trip to the 
Red Hill for the day, a day they had looked forward to with anticipation. 
 
The Council constructed the Brewarrina Weir as instructed by the Water Conservation  
and Irrigation Commission.  It was completed in 1968. On completion it was found the 
Shire had done the work below the estimated cost so the Commission gave the Shire the 
money left over to create a park and animal sanctuary near the weir. The park was named 
Williamson Park (for the Shire President) but is also known as Weir Park. 
 
Council has also had trees planted around Brewarrina, in the Fauna Park and in parks in 
Goodooga and Angledool to create beauty as well as comfort. 
 
Brewarrina Park contains an old Steam Engine that has quite a history. It was made by     
W. Foster at Lincoln Foundry in the U.K. and shipped to Australia by Sydney agents James 
Martin & Co. The engine was used on a Nyngan district property to drive a shearing plant 
until 1924. At this time, ‘Jack’ George from Warren purchased “Wave Hill” near Byrock and 
realised a steam engine could be most useful. Consequently he bid for it at a Nyngan auction 
together with a water drilling plant. ‘Jack’ used  his team of 9 shorthorn bullocks to heave the 
engine to its new home. At “Wave Hill” the water drilling plant was used to sink a bore on 
what is known as Blind Creek Paddock. Later ‘Jack’ and his bullock team moved the plant to 
nearby  “Kerregulla” owned by his younger brother Alf. There the steam engine was used to 
drive a sawmill and the cypress pine it milled was used in the construction of the “Wave Hill” 
shearing shed. At “Kerregulla” the engine was used to sink a bore in Kerregulla paddock. The 
engine was finally donated to the Brewarrina people by Mac George, and painted by the 
Brewarrina Apex Club before being put to rest in the Brewarrina park. 
 

 
 

The steam engine in the park 
 
Brewarrina Lodge No. 644 was officially opened  16th. March 1934 with 25 members. 
 
Collerina Benefit Race Club (Old Birrie Racecourse) in 1954 applied for a permit to build a 
hall adjacent to the race course in 1956. In 1957 Western Lands Lease no. 8826 was gazetted. 
This hall was to replace the “Milroy” shed for local entertainment, which it did until 1990, 
but in 1992 the hall (by then vandalised) was closed down because of the cost of insurance.  
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The first Pastoral and Agricultural Show was held in Brewarrina in 1875.  The first 
showground was just above the old park on the riverbank. After the grandstand burnt down 
the Society lapsed for a few years.                        
 
The first Jockey Club race meeting was held in 1872 in Brewarrina. A racecourse was 
constructed for horse races, a well supported Brewarrina event. A race course was also 
constructed in Goodooga. According to residents, races were held most week-ends and were 
greatly looked forward to. Children would save coins for the sideshows attending race events.
                 
National Associations: 
 
The Brewarrina branch of the Country Womens Association was formed in 1924. 
 
The RSL Womens Auxiliary was formed in 1954. The RSL Club in 1966 decided on a 
$60,000 extension to provide more space and amenities. 
 
In 1981 there was a spate of arson in Brewarrina. The Memorial Hall was burnt down and a 
fire started at the RSL Club on the same night. Some weeks later the disused railway station 
was burnt down. Fire bugs were arrested. 
 
Halls: 
In the early days of local development, before television and computers, and when social 
interaction was more intense, the local hall had an important function and its size and 
construction was a matter of pride. There appears to be locally a growing desire to recreate 
some of this atmosphere. 
 
The Brewarrina Memorial Hall that was burnt down, was a great loss to the community, 
partly for the loss of amenities such as a space for festivities, a boxing ring, boxing gear, jazz 
ballet gear, trophies and irreplaceable records and treasures stored there by the Historical 
Society. 
 
The Collerina Hall is now deserted and dilapidated. 
 
The Angledool Hall was built with ant bed mud called “pisi” and given a steel roof reported 
to be made by the local blacksmith in 1903. After World War I the supper room was added. 
The hall was used by the community for a library and for balls and silent movies and when 
for any reason a hall was required for entertainment. In the flood of 1974 the hall was 
damaged by water. But there are active plans to get it professionally restored and to start 
using it again for community purposes. The plans are attracting local interest and enthusiasm. 
 
The Goodooga Hall is in poor condition but could be repaired. And also here there is a desire 
to create a focal point for the community, a focal point that is not simply the pub. 
 
Pubs and Hotels: 
(This listing of the names and location of known hotels in Brewarrina and other centres in the 
Shire was created by E.T. The large number is probably linked to their past importance to 
travellers who needed food and accommodation.) 
 
The Culgoa Hotel was in 1865 – 1877 run by George Colless and his wife Caroline (Jones) 
who changed the name to the Royal Hotel in 1868. In 1874 W. Dickerson was the licensee 
but the licence had returned to George Colless by 1877. They had the Royal Hotel in Bathurst 
Street, Brewarrina for a couple of years.. In 1882 – 85 it was run by their son Walter and in 
1898 –99 by another son, Llewelyn. The Royal Hotel in Bathurst Street was situated about 
where the Aboriginal Cultural Centre is now. It burnt down and the new Royal Hotel was 
built where it is today.  
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William Kerrigan had The Sportsmans Arms Hotel in Brewarrina in 1865. He also started 
and ran the first Post Office in Brewarrina in 1866. He died in 1871 and his widow Elizabeth 
took over running the hotel. The hotel was situated up from the Bathurst and Darling Streets 
corner. It closed in 1910 when it was destroyed by a hurricane. 
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The Sportsmans Arms Hotel after the hurricane 
 
Byron McDougall (born in 1901) was the first Mayor of Brewarrina. He owned the 
Brewarrina Hotel also known as McDougalls Hotel. He was a wellknown bookmaker and 
became a green keeper, tending the green in Brewarrina. (Until 1868 the hotel was called the 
Brewarrina Inn.) 
 
The First Barwon Hotel (first date 1895) burnt down.  
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The first (or second?) Barwon Hotel 
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W. Willis had a new Barwon Hotel erected about 1898. This was a large building in Bathurst 
Street, opposite the Memorial Park and situated where the Shire Office complex is to-day. 
The section on the western end was joined to the rest of the building in the upper part but with 
a driveway between the two lower sections. 
 
In the downstairs section  Aub. Hellman, then later Ac. Briety, had a Stock & Station 
Agency, and the Shore Brothers had a Barber Shop, Billiard Room, Bar and Lounge.  
Upstairs was residential with some permanent tenants. The hotel was destroyed by fire in 
1965 with a small section on the western end of the building remaining. Elaine Page had a 
shop in this for a few years before it became unsafe and was demolished.  
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Barwon Hotel 
    
The Telegraph Hotel, Sandon Street, Brewarrina was situated in the Memorial Park where 
the park tractor is now. It closed in 1907. 
 
The Federal Hotel, situated on the corner of Bourke and Bokhara Streets, closed 1921. 
 
Tattersalls Hotel  in  Darling Street was owned by Moran who used the doors and windows 
in the house near the Royal Hotel. 
 
The Exchange Hotel in Bathurst Street, Brewarrina closed in the 1920’s. 
 
Other hotels in the Shire area and the earliest known date of their having opened:  
Brenda Hotel on Culgoa River 1879 
Nidgery Hotel at “Nidgery” 1882 
Kings Arms Hotel at “Willawillingbah” 1883 
Glendon Hotel at “Glendon”, near Goodooga 1884 
Talawanta Hotel (Inn) at “Talawanta” 1869 
Railway Hotel at “Tarcoon” 1900 
Nags Head Hotel in Pleasant Valley Gongolgon 1885 
Bourah Hotel at “Cawwell”, Culgoa River 
Exchange Hotel at “Tarcoon” 1887 
Maylands Hotel at “Maylands”, Culgoa River 1896 
Elmswood Hotel at Monkey, Bogan River 1868 
Travellers Rest at “Boorooma” Barwon River 
Cato Inn on Cato Creek 5 miles from Brewarrina 1876 
Culgoa Inn changed name to Royal Hotel,  Culgoa River 1865 
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Finger Post Hotel at “Girlie”on Narran/Goodooga /Angledool Road 1871 
Doubra Hotel at Dennawan, Culgoa River 1881 
Coach and Horse hotel at “Nidgery”, Bogan River 1874 
Telegraph Hotel was Birrie Inn was Dumble Hotel at Adam Street Goodooga  1879 
Commercial Hotel  cnr. Adam and Walgett Streets Goodooga 1880 
Bokhara Inn on Bokhara Creek opposite “Goodwin” 1872 
Lame Horse Hotel then named Commercial Hotel, Gongolgon 1868 
Royal Hotel at Gongolgon 1870 
Travellers Rest,  a model hut on Bogan River 1868 
Holmewood Hotel, Culgoa River 4 mile south of Weilmoringle 1870 
Travellers Rest near “Yarrawin”, Marra Creek 1874 
Horse and Jockey Hotel, Birrie River 1867 
Langboyd Hotel on Birrie River 1889 
Halfway Hotel at “Beemery”, Barwon River 1873 
Wilby Wilby on Narran River, no date 
Merrys in Angledool 
Kirkpatricks in Angledool 
Barretts Exchange Hotel in Angledool 
Mud Hotel in Angledool 
 
Sport: 
Thomas Turnbull who died in 1965 had, when he was 20 years old, seen a little friend 
drown in the river near the fisheries and two days later Tom promised himself to teach every 
child to swim and for the next 54 years he kept his promise. 
 
Cricket was popular and the formal cricket oval was near the old railway station. The cricket 
pitch was concrete and was on the stock route. But much cricket was played informally on 
clay pans. There was an early football ground between the Catholic Church and the Fire 
Station. 
 
 Brewarrina Golf Club was opened 10th October 1958 in spite of heavy rain. It was 
proclaimed an important addition to Brewarrina sporting life and the already existing bowls, 
tennis, rifle and polo-cross clubs. 
 
Brewarrina Gun Club was opened in 1959, the first Jockey Club race meeting was held in 
1872 in Brewarrina and Brewarrina Bowling Club started pre-1933 but closed 1997. 
 
A swimming pool was constructed in 1967, public support raising half the money. 
 
Council constructed and maintained sporting areas in Brewarrina and Goodooga, constructed 
tennis courts at Weilmoringle and Brewarrina and helped maintain tennis courts at Goodooga, 
Collerina and Gongolgon. Although the Brewarrina tennis courts were sealed and lights were 
installed, they are not in use.  
                              
The Brewarrina sports area is named The Geoff New Oval. Security and spectator fences 
were erected in 1985. 
 
Collerina Benefit Race  Club (Old Birrie Racecourse in 1954) applied for a permit to 
build a hall adjacent to the race course in 1956. In 1957 Western Lands Lease no. 8826 
was gazetted. This hall was to replace the “Milroy” shed for local entertainment, which it 
did until 1990, and in 1992 the hall was closed down and vandalised because of the cost 
of insurance. Tennis courts were sealed and lights installed, they are not used at this time.  
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7.5  Religion 
 
Roman Catholic and Anglican congregations were dominant. Each raised funds to erect a 
large church of red brick in Brewarrina.  
 
The Anglican Congregation: 
Bourke Parish was formed in 1870 and in 1874 the Government gave 1 acre of land for a 
Church and Parsonage in Brewarrina. Brewarrina Parish was then formed in 1876. 
 

 
 

The Anglican Church 
 
In 1877 a foundation stone was laid for a church and Christ Church was dedicated in 1879. 
The Church is in gothic style, built with locally made bricks. It was badly damaged in 1910 
when a cyclone hit the town. 
 
 In 1904 a permanent Priest was stationed in Brewarrina.  
 
The Catholic Congregation:     
The first Roman Catholic church was built and a Convent established in 1892. The Sisters of 
Mercy from Bourke came to Brewarrina to open a school in 1894. 
 
An impressive Convent was built for them in 1906 but was demolished in 1979. The 
education and guidance provided by the nuns played a most important role in the lives of 
many residents. The Sisters left Brewarrina in 1985. 
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The Roman Catholic church 
 

The present church, St. Patricks was dedicated in 1940, 65 years after the laying of its 
foundation stone. It is built in Spanish Mission style. 
 
A Presbytery was built in 1967 and a St. Patricks Mothers Club formed.   
 
Others: 
Methodist Sisters came to Brewarrina in 1946 and established a travelling medical and 
dental service covering much of the Shire.  
 
They also organised Sunday schools and get-togethers for children. With time they were 
involved in organising holidays on the coast for groups of children who could not otherwise 
have had opportunity to travel beyond the shire. 
 
They left in 1966, apparently quite worn out by their efforts. They were much loved and 
appreciated and the approval cut across religious borders (Somerville 2006). 
 
Little is recorded about Methodist congregations. The ruins of a wooden church in Goodooga 
are said to be the remains of a Methodist church but that no congragation remains. 
 
Bush Brothers 
This Anglican but very High Church organization established a mission in Bourke in 1910 
and representatives visited Brewarrina but little is known about their role and impact (BOT, 
pp.101-102). 
 
No information has been found relating to the religious practices of Greek Orthodox, Chinese 
or other minority groups.  
 
In small towns the churches, usually Anglican and/or Roman Catholic, were built of wood. 
The design was much the same regardless of denomination. Examples are shown in Chapter 5 
in relation to Angledool and Goodooga.  
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8. Birth and Death 
 
8.1 Birth 
 
45 Doyle Street was for a period a midwives residence with a delivery room (before 
1926?). But little comment has been given to birthing processes and circumstances. Was it 
seen as something so much part of natural processes that no comment was warranted? 
 
 
8.2 Death 
 
Death received more comment: 
Sars Duffy was an undertaker in Brewarrina. He sold his business to Frank Arnold who sold 
to Hughie Arnold. Lance Norton was undertaker from 1967 to 1986, Brian Washbrook 
from 1986 to 1990. He sold to Ann Bell  (Reichler) in 1990 who named the business Darling 
River Funerals. She opened an agency in Bourke.  
 
The Brewarrina cemetery has a brick Memorial Wall and Niche erected in 1996.  
 

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

        
Brewarrina Cemetery Memorial Wall 
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Brewarrina Cemetery, entrance and interior 
 
The old section of the Brewarrina cemetery has been closed and a new section is in use.  

Section 8 1



There are a number of small cemeteries in the Shire, on private properties as well as the main 
Goodooga, Brewarrina, Angledool and Gongolgon cemeteries. 
 
At Angledool a traditional Aboriginal cemetery with graves marked by glass and ceramics 
was used by the Mission Aborigines. This has been fenced and maintained.  
 

 
 

Angledool Aboriginal cemetery 
 
Other Aborigines who died at Angledool were buried in a cemetery further to the northeast  
(in Walgett Shire), also used for members of the Angledool founding families such as the 
Hatfields and the Prentices. 
 

 
 

Angledool: North eastern cemetery with the Hatfield and Prentice graves 
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At Goodooga there are two small fenced Aboriginal cemeteries which are no longer used for 
burial unless by special request. The "Sandhills Cemetery" was used for a burial some years 
ago. 
 

 
 

"Sandhills Cemetery" at Goodooga 
 
There are a number of graves on private properties. Some are in fenced plots. An example: 
 
Thomas Cross who created the “Fingerpost” hotel died here in 1918 and his wife Mary in 
1928; both are buried on the property in a small family cemetery.  
 

 
 

The Cross family cemetery at Fingerpost. 
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Appendix A: Properties mentioned by E. Thompson 2003 
 
Angledool (Mugarrie) 
 
Angledool Station (in Walgett Shire), 
  is situated on Narran river about 72 miles from Walgett. The AML&F Co   
  purchased the property from the trustees of the Estate of Henry Newcomen    
  in 1900 and with a small addition in 1904 made up an area of 125,000 acres. 
  The present Angledool comprises 16,000 acres of freehold and 24,000 acres    
  of Western Land Lease in perpetuity. The average carrying capacity is 10,000    
  sheep and  300 head of cattle. Over the past 60 years the average rainfall is    
  18 inches. 
   
  Portion of the old homestead is 100 years old and the other part was built    
  in 1958. 
  An 8 stand woolshed was built in 1956 and the same year Angledool sold all    
  but 40,000 acres of their land.  
  The property was sold to the Treweeke family in 1969. 
 
Bangheet (Bangate) Station,   
(see Mogila) was taken up by William Forrester in 1879. He sold to James Tyson in    
  1885. The latter died in 1898 without leaving a will. 
   
  The original homestead was situated on the Lightning Ridge side of the     
  Narran Bridge (built by William Moore in 1882). The woolshed was built  
  on the present site in 1904 and had 32 stands is but now reduced to 12 stands.  
 
  Other buildings still standing on Bangate were built in 1926-7 and include  
  station store, garage and mattress room. The workshop and garage were  
  originally stables. 
   
Beemery, was held by             
  William Shearer was born in Scotland in 1831. He built the first hotel at   
  Enngonia situated on a spot known as Sandhills where he was ‘stuck up’ by   
  bushrangers Pearson and Rutherford. He also held “Gerara” and a     
  selection on Cato Creek near Brewarrina.  
 
  When hit hard by a drought he became a Hawker with two large vans selling  
  boots and drapery. He had a salesman with him, a Mr. E. Rich who became the  
  principal in the firm Messrs. E. Rich & Co. of Sydney.  
  Shearer died in Brewarrina in 1913 age 82 years, leaving two sons and two daughters. 
 
Billybingbone, see Cowga 
 
Bonedah  
(See Wolkara) In the early 1920s Stephen Fennell’s son, Stephen junior, started developing   
  “Boneda”on the Culgoa river, which he had held since the 1890s. His son    
  Brian moved to “Noorooma”, formerly part of “Boneda”, which was a make    
  up off "Weilmoringle", and his brothers Alan moved to “Boneda” and Bill    
  to “Bora”.  
  In 1948 Bill sold his section and moved to Queensland. Alan’s son is now at  
  “Boneda” and Brian’s daughter has “Noorooma”. 
  Alan Fennell died in 1983 and Brian died in 1988. 
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Bora, see Bonedah 
 
Boree, see Yambacoonah    
  owned by Jacob and Isaac Staggs  
 
Booroma The first property in the area ?  
  taken up in 1838 by James White, situated between Walgett and Brewarrina.  
  “Boorooma” owned the eastern half of Narran Lake.  In 1884 the property was  
  390,926 acres.  
 
  The original woolshed was on the Narran and had 36 stands.  
   Another woolshed was on the Barwon River with 81 stands. This shed was  
   built by Roper & Paton at the turn of the century.  
   
                          They employed 117 shearers and the same number of shed hands and shore    
                          between 250,000 and 300,000 sheep. 
 
Booroomina, see Innisfail 
 
Branglebar, see Cowga 
 
Bukulla, see Caringle 
 
Burban (Bourban) Grange,  
  Frederick Richard Divall selected 5,760 acres for a homestead lease     
  in 1888 under the Crown lands Act 1884. This is the “Burban Grange”     
  lease. In 1895 he sold to J.M. Lees who sold it to Edward Smyth who had    
  an adjoining block of land. He lived on “Langboyd” and he had Robert    
  Charters and Smith Ramage on “Burban Grange”. 
 
  Francis James Connelly bought “Burban Grange” from Edward Smyth in    
  1911, and was granted a ‘build-up’ area in 1936, a paddock on the Culgoa    
  River called “Holmewood” and another additional “ Salt Bore” in 1943.  
   
  James Connelly, Francis’ son, bought “Tatala” (near the Queensland  
  border) about 1977. 
 
  Fire destroyed “Burban Grange” house in 1937. The woolshed was built in    
  the 1950s .  
  James, Francis’ son, took over running the property after his fathers death  
  in 1945. 
 
  In 1986 “Burban Grange” was sold to Campbells who sold to NSW    
  National Parks and Wildlife in 1997. 
 
Burrenbah, see Stagg family and Yambacoona? 
 
Byra, see Merriman 
 
Caringle,  
  The eastern portion of Caringle was part of “Talawanta” and the western   
  portion was part of  “Weilmoringle” until 1885-86.  
  It was called “Waracknabeel”. 
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  Robert Fullerton Smith came from Scotland to Australia with his parents at    
  the age of 2 years. In 1885 Robert selected “Caringle” and he married    
  Rebecca Staggs. Their three children were born at “Caringle” with Grandma    
  Staggs attending each birth. 
 
  Robert built the homestead on “Caringle” in 1886 and it burnt down in 1951.    
  The woolshed was built about 1890 and the shearers huts in 1936. 
 
  One daughter Mary married Bill McLennan who was horse breaker on    
  “Weilmoringle” and another daughter Rachael married Ned Smyth who   
  managed “Bourban Grange” (now Burban Grange). Ned bought “Bourban   
  Grange” and later sold it to Francis and Arthur Connelly in 1912.  
 
  About the time of selling “Burban Grange” Ned managed “Yambacoona”  
  for Joseph Staggs. 
 
  Smith sold “Caringle” in 1897 and moved to Orange then to Sydney. He sold    
  to James Kirkup who managed "Bundabulla". After World War 1 he (Kirkup?)  
  sold to Cecil Hordern. The brick gates at the Brewarrina Hospital are the  
  James Kirkup Memorial Gates. 
 
  Cecils son Tony Hordern and Frank Webb (who was managing Weilmoringle)  
  bought “Caringle” from Cecil Hordern and in 1936 Tony built the present  
  homestead and died soon after. The property was then split between Geoff  
  Hordern, taking his brothers section and Grank Webb took the “Bukulla” section. 
 
  In 1952 Alan Thompson purchased “Caringle” from Geoff Hordern   
          
The Cedars  
  was from about 1908 managed by John Victor Hellman who was born 1854  
  and had his education in Coonamble where his father acquired the property  
  “Beanbah”. He later took over the management  and became managing  
  partner until his father died and  the property sold.  
 
  About 1908 Mr. Hellman came to Brewarrina and became associated with  
  Mr. H.L. Cathie snr. He managed the property “The Cedars” and later  
  acquired the agency business from Mr. Cathie which he conducted until his death. 
 
  He was a member of the School of Arts Library, The District Hospital, for 20 years  
  served as secretary of the P.P. Board and the Brewarrina Picnic Race Club  
  and a very enthusiastic resident of the town. 
 
Charlton Station was taken up by  
  J. Johnston about 1859.It is situated on the Bogan River. One of the main    
  stock crossings over the Bogan was on Charlton.  
 
  The Bogan was discovered by Charles Sturt (1828-29) and named  
  “New Years Creek”;  
  the native word  Bogan, meaning “Birthplace of a King” was adopted later.     
             
  The original homestead was built of round timber walls and a thatched roof.   
  The horses were stabled alongside the bed rooms in case of attacks by    
  Aboriginals or bush rangers.  
 

Appendix A 3
  This house was destroyed by fire in 1945.  

 



 4

  A new homestead was built in 1952-53 with a steel frame and 3 feet off the    
  ground to be above flood height. 
 
  The railway siding had a platform 6 metres with a loop line. 
  “Charlton” Station was all sold and made into small blocks.  
 
Collewaroy,  (joins Boorooma)  
  is one of the oldest properties not belonging to a big company, and owned by    
  the Crowley family. Mr. W. Crowley acquired the property in 1883.  He died    
  in 1915. Mrs. Crowley had several sons and one daughter, Mrs. Bull. The    
  eldest son Percy, spent his life at home.  
 
  Bertie acquired The Rocks property and also had a butchers shop and a dairy.  
  He supplied the town with milk  for many years. He married and had two daughters  
  and a son, Mable, Grace and Billy. The two girls lived with their grandmother at 
   Collewaroy for many years and never married. Billy married Edna Moran. 
         
Compton Downs,  
  was owned by James Tobin in 1886. The railway platform was 26m long. It   
  had loop, loading bank and loading facilities for sheep and cattle. 
 
Cowga,   
  was owned by Patrick Sullivan who was born in Ireland in 1821 and migrated  
  to Australia in 1848. About 1865 he acquired some land on the east Bogan River 
  in the Brewarrina district, known as ‘Cowga’, ‘Willybingbone’ ‘Billybingbone’  
  and a run north of Brewarrina known as ‘Hermeden.’ Later he acquired ‘Nidgery’  
  and ‘Branglebar’ also on the east Bogan. He died in Bathurst in 1879 willing    
  his land to his sons, John b.1857, Augustus b. 1855  and Patrick b. 1863.  
   
  By 1900 most of the land had passed to Augustus and was run as a Company.    
  The last of the land passed out of the family in 1960 after 112 years of     
  working to develop the country. Augustus died 1936 and Patrick died 1937. 
   
  An old Sinhalese, Jimmy Norry, worked for the Sullivans, he died, and was    
  buried on “Cowga. 
   
Dumble Station,  
(Goodooga) the name is devised from the name of an ex-convict Dumbrell, who was the    
  first person to settle unofficially at Goodooga. He worked for Egans at Mt.    
  Harris near Dubbo and was paid off in a few young cattle and he took them to   
  Goodooga via the Macquarie River, up the Narran and across to the Bokhara. 
  Dumbrell was accepted by the Aboriginals, but once settlement started he    
  was pushed out and ended up near Cunnamulla, where he was murdered by    
  his half-cast son. 
   
  “Dumble ” was taken up by Henry Charles White from Bando, on the    
  Liverpool Plains in the 1850s. 
   
  In the 1860s the Forrester Brothers acquired “Dumble”. William Forrester  
  was manager and was instrumental in having the Post Office  established in 
  Goodooga. Before 1870 “Brenda” was the mail centre. 
 
  During the 1870’s Forresters sold out to J & R  Doyle, members of a large    
  family who owned nearly all the country between Brewarrina and Goodooga. 
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  The original  slab homestead was replaced when R Doyle built the present   
  homestead of Pise, cool in summer, warm in winter. 
   
  In 1881 “Dumble” was purchased by F. Wright , E. Heaton and F. Bacon    
  who made a lot of improvements to the country, erecting fences, sinking an    
  artesian bore and putting down 12 tanks. Bacon was prominent in promoting    
  export of frozen mutton. He was the founder of the Goodooga Cottage    
  Hospital, a Director on the Brewarrina Pasture Protection Board for 20 years    
  and was a Justice of the Peace. 
   
  With the resumption of land “Dumble” decreased from 180,000 acres to     
  30,000 acres.                                                 
 
Dural    
  situated south east of Brewarrina on the Barwon river. It is in the records that   
  Murraman & Dural was taken up by H Cox in 1833 (should it be 1838?). 
 
Eurie Point(?)  
  Henry Staggs  bought “Eurie Pount” (sic) in 1895 and his brother Joseph   
  bought part of it  called “Marion”, in 1890 Joseph took over all of     
  “Eurie Point”. Henry moved to Sydney where he died in 1914 .   
 
 
"Fairlight" now owned by Gregory McMullen 
  is an area taken from "Mulgarwarinna" holding on the Bogan River. Mr Moore 
  drew the block and built the buildings 1880-1890. The house and huts were pisé  
  and were 8 inches thick. The blade shed was cyprus (sic) and corrugated iron.  
  All the timber was pit sawn on the property. The soil was red from a nearby hill  
  (The New Years Range). The roof was galvanised and is still in good condition. 
 
  The flood in 1955 ran 2 feet of water through the house and huts crumbling the pisé. 
  The walls were originally painted red. The shearers huts are now a ruin. 
 
Gerara, see Beemery  
 
Gilgoin,  
  was owned by the Yoemans Brothers in the 1880s. Each year after they     
  sold their wool Mr. Yoemans  would come into Brewarrina and give bags of    
  lollies to the children as a celebration of his wool sale. 
 
 
Gongolgon Station  
(see Charlton)  was bought by the McMullens just before the depression for 17 shillings an    
  acre. They had lived at “Fairlight” (where the New Years Range slopes     
  towards the Bogan River) for 5 years and went to Gongolgon station in 1929.    
   
  It was part of “Charlton Station” which had all been sold and made into small    
  blocks. The house had a shingle roof which was fully renovated in 1934 with    
  a verandah added. The timber cost one pound a hundred super feet landed    
  from Coolabah. 
 
  Across the Bogan River from the house is the village of  Gongolgon. The shed  
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Goodwin Station 
(see Milroy) In 1910 William Henry McKenzie drew ‘Goodwin’ in a land ballot and took    
  it up in 1911. He said “it was a good win, and so it is named.  He was granted    
  a make-up block which was taken from old “Whitewoods” or “Mourabilla",    
  out-stations of “Milroy”.  
 
  After his death in 1939 his son, Joe took over “Goodwin” and was granted a  
  make-up from part of “Behans” which was taken from old “Tara” holding,  
  part of the out-station of “Milroy. Joe died at the old homestead in 1957.  
   In 1976 it was sold out of the family. 
 
Hermeden, see Cowga 
 
Idavale, see Innisfail 
 
Innisfail  
  William Johnston died in 1931 at the age of 80 years. He left his property   
  “Innisfail” and “Booroomina” to his son Archibald Leslie Johnston who    
  was born in 1900, who married Myrtle Gaff in 1923 in Christ Church    
  Brewarrina. The property “Whyman” he left to his daughter Mary (Daisy),    
  who never married and “Maylands” to another son Roy Johnston. 
   
  When Archie retired his son Robert William took over “Innisfail” then in    
  1953 he bought part of “Mundawa” on the east side of the Culgoa river     
  known as “Twist”. In 1970 he acquired  a block off “Toulby” and in 1979 he   
  purchased  part of “Idavale” which joins “Innisfail” on the north east side of    
  the Culgoa River. Robert married Irene Hart in 1959.  
   
  “Innisfail” is one of the  rare properties in the Brewarrina district to have  
  been held by the one family for three generations. 
 
Marion, see Eurie Point,  
  Henry Staggs  bought “Eurie Pount” in 1895 and his brother Joseph     
  bought the part of it  called “Marion”,  
 
Maylands, see Innisfail 
 
Merriman (B),   owned by 
  Martin Ryan, born in Ireland in 1856. He came to Australia about 1877. He 
  arrived in Brewarrina district in 1879 and worked tank sinking using a pick,  
  shovel and tip drays. He acquired land and dealt in buying and selling sheep.  
 
  When gold was discovered at Coolgardie he joined the gold rush but soon  
  headed back to Brewarrina. He married Catherine Mary Hagarty of Goodooga  
  and went into partnership with Denis Hagarty in grazing properties.  
 
  When the partnership was dissolved Mr. Hagarty took the property Toulby and  
  Mr. Ryan took Byra. In 1911 he acquired Waratah and in 1923 Merriman  
  (Brewarrina) and soon after he purchased Yurcurrie (Brewarrina), “Togo” at  
  WeeWaa, “Cashmere West at St. George Q. and “Mooculta” at Bourke.  
 
  Martin died at his home “Merriman” in 1952 and Catherine died in 1922. 
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Milroy Station,  
  situated on the East Culgoa River was a very large property first taken up in    
  the 1840s. Later it was owned by the AML&F Company who owned several  
  other properties. P.D. Oliver snr. was manager in 1927 and when Soldiers  
  Settlers Blocks  were being drawn after World War 11, his son Peter drew a  
  part of “Milroy” and later bought the homestead block. “Milroy” was connected  
  by phone to Collerina exchange in 1927. Alastair Mackenzie was manager in  
  the 1930s.  
 
  Dances were held in the “Milroy” woolshed which was near Collerina. The ladies  
  received a “dance card” for the names of their dance partners to claim a dance.  
  Alastair met his future wife, Josephine Hayes at a dance there in 1937 and  
  married in 1940. 
   
  The large property managers always supported events in the area, such as the    
  Picnic Races where they would bring in several horses for the races. 
 
Mogila Station,  
  was 10,240 acres. The Moore family moved onto the property in 1888 while   
  William Moore was still building the Culgoa Bridge. Their two sons aged  
  to move to. A big flood in 1890 completely submerged “Mogila”. 
 
  The first shearing was done by hand in 1888. The new “Mogila” shed was   
  first used in 1890. In 1892 six Wolsley shearing machines were  installed. 
   
  Major Richmond purchased “Mogila” in 1909 and 4 years later  started the    
  Merino Stud. His father had “Haddon Rig Merino Stud”  and the sheep he    
  started with were mainly Haddon Rig blood. 
   
  In 1996 “Mogila” was sold by the Richmond family to the Aboriginal    
  community.                                 
 
Moona (Moheni) (B)  
  Land on the town side of the river was given to Lawson Brothers who named    
  their lease Walcha and Moona (Moheni). 
 
Mundawa, see Innisfail 
 
Murraman,  
  situated south east of Brewarrina on the Barwon river. It is in the records that   
  Murraman & Dural was taken up by H Cox in 1833 (should it be 1838?). 
                    
 
Narrawin,      see pp.     William Nicholas Willis, Member of Parliament for Bourke in 1891. 
 
 
Navena, see Quantambone  
 
Nidgery, see Cowga  
  William Nicholas Willis, Member of Parliament for Bourke in 1891. 
 
Noodoo Station,  
  see Jack Orcher (Aborigine) who worked on “Noodoo” station pumping     
  water using a horse wimp which went around in circles pushing a pump shaft. 
 

Appendix A 7
 



 8

Quantambone (B), one of the first land grants in the area,  
  made to Major Druitt who named his lease “Quantambone”. His boundary was  
  the bank of the Barwon River opposite Brewarrina town. He took up Navena in  
  1849. The woolshed on Quantambone was built by William Henry Rodgers Falk  
  circ. 1880, who came to Australia as a ships carpenter on a sailing ship. 
   
  The Aboriginal camp near the homestead supplied the workforce for the  station.  
  About 1889 Messrs. Meares & Co. bought Quantambone and appointed Joseph 
   Pearson as manager. He later became a partner in the firm.  
 
  During the war  Mr Pearson established a Military Hospital for wounded men in  
  Melbourne and all costs were defrayed by the station. He had a heavy wall mounted  
  Honour Roll erected at Quantambone made of brass and copper. His grandson now  
  has it on his wall. Joseph died in 1928 and his son Richard became manager. Richard's  
  main interests were aviation and Freemasonry. In 1930 he crashed his plane  
  near Nyngan killing his overseer George Meares, but having survived himself  
  he had his right foot amputated.  
 
  Richard and family left the district in 1946. 
 
Talawanta                
(see Caringle) The eastern portion of Caringle was part of “Talawanta". 
 
Tarrion (in County Clyde), 
   was owned by Andrew Doyle in 1861. The railway station had a 30 metre   
  platform and loop line with the train coming through in 1901. At one time the   
  property was held by a relative of Captain Randall of river boat fame. 
 
Tatala (on Culgoa R) was taken up by 
  Frederick Wherritt, born in England in 1819, came to Australia in 1841.  
    
  Having taken up a station which he named “Tatala”, he lived there for many    
  years with his wife Margaret. Three of his children were the first white     
  children born out there. 
 
  In the 1861 flood the Aborigines helped him save his sheep by moving them  
  onto sandhills. He died in 1907. 
 
  See also Burban Grange. 
 
Toulby  (where?), see Merriman and Innisfail 
 
Walcha (B)  
  Land on the town side of the river was given to Lawson Brothers who named    
  their lease Walcha and Moona (Moheni). 
 
Wangamanna (near Wanaaring),  
  see Abdul Wade and camels (E.Thompson, 2000, p.53) 
 
Warachnabeel 
 
 
Waratah, see Merriman 
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Weilmoringle Pastoral Holding  
  is situated on the Culgoa River north of Brewarrina. 
  Colin Kenneth Mackenzie, a Scotchman, built up a holding in the Culgoa    
  area. After his death in 1874 his wife Catherine acquired the property.    
  Weilmoringle Pastoral Holding No. 3 was gazetted in 1885. An area was    
  resumed and held by Jamieson, Keats and Keats. 
   
  In 1881 Colin Mackenzie junior and Roscoe Doyle bought Weilmoringle    
  then in 1888 Jamieson and Keats purchased it and started to run sheep     
  which meant they needed a wool shed so in 1884 with 40,000 sheep they     
  built a 48 stand woolshed. This shed burnt down in 1898 and was rebuilt in   
  1900 with 34 Wolsley Shearing Machines installed. 
   
  The homestead was erected by Colin Mackenzie for Jamieson and Keats. 
  Keats left Weilmoringle in 1900, the same year a Receiving Office was     
  opened for mail with 2 services a week. The telephone office opened in    
  1901. These were run from the Weilmoringle store near the homestead by    
  station employees. 
   
  In 1910 George Magill and the McKay Brothers bought Weilmoringle and it  
  was bought in 1926 by The New Zealand and Australian Land Company  
  whose lease expired in 1964 when the property was split in half.  The homestead  
  area was bought by R Gill and the “Orana” section by T & H Stalley.  
 
  The whole property is now held by an Aboriginal group (Wytaliba). 
       
Whyman, see Innisfail 
 
Willamurra, ,.      
  William Nicholas Willis, Member of Parliament for Bourke in 1891. 
 
Willis      .     
  William Nicholas Willis, Member of Parliament for Bourke in  1891. 
 
Willybingbone, see Cowga 
 
 
Wolkara,  
  between the Barwon and Bogan Rivers, was taken up by Stephen Fennell in    
  1884. He resided at “Wolkara” and Eugene Fennell, his brother lived at    
  “Gundawera”. When Stephen was 64 years, while travelling on a steamer    
  between Bourke and “Wolkara” he dived into the river and hit his head on a   
  submerged log and died in 1894. Members of the family wanted their shares    
  and with the drought at the turn of the century resulted in the sale of portions    
  of the land.  
 
  The portions sold were :  
  “Toorang”, “Coolaburra”, and “Stonehenge”. Only “Wolkara” and    
  “Gundawera” were left. Eugene died in 1911 so a few years later    
  “Gundawera” was sold, then “Wolkara” was sold in 1923. 
  “Wolkara” was a mail change on the run from Bourke to Brewarrina. The    
  horses were kept in the sawmill paddock ready for the mailman to change to    
  fresh horses. 
 
Wombeira  ??? 
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Yambacoona,  
  Edward Staggs owned “Yambacoona” and in 1942 May Staggs and Rita   
  Taylor (Staggs) had it. It passed on to Barry Taylor who recently sold to    
  Clyde Agriculture to add to “Beemery”. 
             Yambacoona was once known as Mt. Druitt or Mt. Margaret after Druitts  wife. 
 
Yarrawin   
  is situated on the western side of the Marra Creek, an area of 79,007 acres but    
  reduced to 54,469 acres in 1881. Owned by the Dixon Brothers in the     
  1870s.  In 1899 they were running 79,000 sheep. They irrigated black soil    
  areas mostly to grow hay, and had the stock on the red soil country. 
 
  Mr. J.H. Dixon was a prominent member of the community and was a     
  Director on the PP Board and Chairman for several years. They won a great    
  number of trophies for their Merino sheep and wool.  
 
"Yeranbah", 
  The homestead is built of pise. The walls are regular and vertical with no sign  
  of decay. There are high slits in the pise walls which gives an impression of  
  strength but they were used to put their rifles through to defend themselves  
  against attacks by Aborigines. 
 
  The kitchen contains a very old fuel stove with extra large ovens. 
  Next to the kitchen is a bakehouse which is no longer in use. 
  The remaining parts of the building are smaller rooms for storage. 
  The sleeping quarters are in one building of pit sawn timber. 
  Both buildings are at ground level. Several other buildings are built of pit sawn  
   timber. 
 
  The library contains many books, some printed in 1850. 
  (information from an article written in 1967) 
 
Yurcurrie (B), see Merriman 
 
Selection on Cato Creek, see Beemery 
 
 
Local Landmarks: 
 
Bendemeer Mountain known as “Nellys Mount” is situated between Brewarrina and Gongolgon.  
A shepherdess named Nelly watched sheep in this area and so it was named. 
 
Yambacoona Mountain on the Brewarrina to Bourke road, it is high red ground - with no real 
peak- southeast of the town. it takes in quite a bit of the town common and about a quarter of 
"Gundawera". It has also been called Mount Druitt or Mount Margaret, 
 
 
 
 



Appendix B: Items listed on the NSW State Heritage Inventory 
 

Abbreviations: SHR - State Heritage Register; LEP - Local Environmental Plan; RNE - Register of the National Estate; AHIMS - Aboriginal Heritage 
Management System (Department of Environment and Climate Change) 
 
SHI 
123- 

Name Location  (grid references to Zone 55)                    
Comments on condition 

Present Listing Recommendations  

0001 Hospital Creek Massacre Site 469440E 6698100N LEP Retain on LEP 
0003 Aboriginal Fisheries Site Doyle Street; plans for repairs SHR; LEP; RNE Retain on LEP 
0004 Quarry Site South of Mission Road: 490339E  6685872N LEP Retain on LEP 
0005 Angledool Hall MR 438: Lot 5 Section 7 DP 2749;; being repaired LEP SHR;  Retain on  LEP 
0006 Narran Lakes area East of Brewarrina - Goodooga Road LEP; RNE Retain on LEP 
0007 Anglican Church, Brewarrina Lot 1, Section 10, DP 758161 LEP Retain on LEP 
0008 Brewarrina Electronics Bathurst St, Lot 1, Section 5, DP 974585; very poor condition LEP Record  
0009 Royal Hotel, Brewarrina Bathurst St, Lot 2, DP 84215  LEP Retain on LEP 
0010 Four Mile Reserve Barwon River, 4 miles upstream, Lot 1 DP 92560, Reserve 69084 LEP Retain on LEP 
0011 Yambacoona Mountain 457800E 6682800N LEP;  AHIMS Retain on LEP 
0012 Brewarrina Hotel Bathurst St., Lot C DP 318598 LEP Retain on LEP 
0013 Barwon Bridge (1888) Bridge Rd RNE; LEP Retain on LEP 
0014 Anglican Church, Angledool Lot 5, Section 7, DP 2749 LEP Retain on LEP 
0015 Café Deluxe Bathurst St., Lot 2, DP 85537 RNE; SHR; LEP Retain on LEP 
0016 Brewarrina Court House Lot 2, Section 10, DP 758161 RNE; LEP Retain on LEP 
0017 Narran Archaeological and 

Mythological Site 
Not identified. Original documents not found. Identify via 
interviews? 

LEP ? 

0018 Dwelling, Timber House  43-45 Doyle St., Lot 18 DP 758161  add to LEP 
0019 Denawin Aboriginal Reserve near Culgoa River, NE of Weilmoringle LEP retain on  LEP 
0020 Goodooga Aboriginal Reserve WLL 4258, Goodooga;  543200E 6780000N LEP retain on LEP 
0021 Birrie River Cemetery Birrie Creek LEP retain on LEP 
0022 Dwelling  125 Bathurst Street, Lot 9, Section 16 DP 758161 LEP retain on LEP 
0023 Dwelling  41 Doyle Street, Lot 20, Section 17 DP 758161 LEP retain on LEP 
0024 Catholic Church Lot 5, DP 758161 LEP retain on LEP 
0031 Dr Lopes Monument Bathurst St., in front of council offices  add to LEP 
0032 Shearer's Sculpture Bathurst St.,  in front of council offices  add to LEP 
0034 Catholic Church, Angledool Lots 10-12 Section 10 DP2918;  interior modified  add to LEP or record? 
0035 Dumble Shearing Shed group MR.76, Goodooga Rd; uninhabited, decaying  add to LEP or record? 



SHI 
123- 

Name Location Present Listing Recommendations  

0036 Mogila Station Homestead Hebel Rd; 549000E 6786000N  add to LEP 
0037 Goodooga (Methodist) 

Interdenominational Chapel 
15 Adam St., Goodooga.  Building in very poor condition. 
Lot 3, Section 5 

 record 

0038 Goodooga Catholic Church Lot 3 Section 11 DP 758459, good condition, local importance  record 
0039 Goodooga Post Office Cnr. Brenda/Doyle Streets; much history attached  add to LEP 
0040 Angledool Butcher's Shop MR 438 (Sherwin St/Parham St) ; more than a century old   add to LEP 
0042 Finger Post Bore graves 568500E 6790000N  add to LEP 
0043 Weilmoringle Homestead 492200E 67480000N  add to LEP 
0045 Brewarrina General Cemetery Lots 1, 2, 3  DP 116713  add to LEP 
0047 Quantambone Homestead Group 485500E 6691200N  add to LEP or record 
0048 Charlton Station 470500E 6654800N judged from records inspect 
0049 P.S.Wandering Jew Barwon River above Brewarrina weir; 486257E 6686000N  add to LEP 
0050 Market Gardeners Barn, 

Gongolgon 
490700E 6642030N; Building in poor condition but could be 
repaired if finance available. 

 add to LEP or record 

0051 War Memorial Brewarrina Bathurst St., Central Park  add to LEP 
0053 The Old Mission The Old Mission Rd.; 9 miles upstream Barwon River;  

Lot 22 DP 755016 
LEP retain on LEP 

0075 Aboriginal cemetery 1, Goodooga 543400E 6781400N  add to LEP 
0076 Aboriginal cemetery 2, Goodooga 

("Sandhills") 
543906E 6780984N  add to LEP 

0077 Goodooga Woolscour 544993E 6779471N  add to LEP 
0078 Birrie Bridge, Goodooga MR 437; 541650E 6780450N  add to LEP 
0079 Grocery Store, Goodooga 37A + 37B Adam Street; Lot 2 Section 9 DP 758459  add to LEP 
0080 Goodoga Store (H.Nelson & Co) Cnr.Adam/Brenda Streets; Lot 5 Section 10 DP 758459.  add to LEP or record 
0081 Goodooga Hall Adam St.; Lot 9 Section 2  DP 758459  add to LEP or record 
0082 Weilmoringle Shearing Shed 

Complex 
492000E  6763650N  add to LEP 

0083 Weilmoringle Sheepbridge 492000E 6763188N;  largely lost to decay  record 
0084 Weilmoringle Cemetery 491700E 6764500N  add to LEP 
0085 Weilmoringle School 492000E 6765150N  record 
0086 Weilmoringle Weirs 492254E 6763345N; Older weir still visible  record 
0087 Gooramon Canoe tree Record as historic item; maker and occasion known  record 
0088 Mundaguddah Waterhole 492855E 6765138N  add to LEP or record 
0089 Gongolgon Police Station Lot3 Section 9 DP 722941;   add to LEP 



 

0090 Angledool Aboriginal Cemetery 589250E 6779400N  add to LEP 
0091 Angledool Police Station 589450E 6779100N; freestanding lock-up most important  add to LEP 
0092 Angledool Settlers Cemetary 599160E 6781300N  add to LEP 
0093 Angledool Old Bakery South of MR 438, Sections 8-9  DP 2749. Only the oven remains  add to LEP or record 
0094 Angledool School Hatfield St; Lots 7-9 Section 7 DP 2749  add to LEP or record 
0095 Fairlight, Gongolgon 490300E 6623800N; badly damaged but unteresting features  record 
0096 Dwelling, Brewarrina 120 Bathurst Street, Lot 7 Section 17 DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0097 Goodooga Cemetery off Chandos St, Goodooga;  add to LEP 
0098 Dwelling, Brewarrina 46 Bourke St.; Lot 8 Section 9  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0099 Dwelling, Brewarrina 49 Bourke St.; Lot 1 Section 15  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0100 Dwelling, Brewarrina 66 Bourke St.; Lot 15 Section 16  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0101 Dwelling, Brewarrina 67 Bourke st.; Lot 11 Section 15  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0102 Dwelling, Brewarrina 71 Bourke St; Lot Section 22  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0103 Dwelling, Brewarrina 77 Bourke St.; Lot 4 Section 22  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0104 Dwelling, Brewarrina 82 Bourke St; Lo7 Section 21 DP 540903  add to LEP or record 
0105 Dwelling, Brewarrina 4 Hardie St.; Lot 2 DP 974288  add to LEP or record 
0106 Dwelling, Brewarrina 10 Hardie St.; Lot 5 Section 8 DP 1548  add to LEP or record 
0107 Dwelling, Brewarrina Cnr Bathurst/Belmore Sts.; Lots 1,2  Section 16  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0108 Dwelling, Brewarrina 121 Bathurst St.; Lot 7 Section 16 DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0109 Dwelling, Brewarrina 119 Bathurst St.; Lot 6 Section 16 DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0110 Dwelling, Brewarrina 29 Wilson St.; Lot 3 Section 14  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0111 Dwellings, Brewarrina 14 Bokhara St: Lot 2 DP 806449           Built for railway staff 

+ 12 Bokhara St.; Lot 174  DP 13943 
 add to LEP or record 

0112 Dwelling, Brewarrina 66 Wilson St.; Lot 8 Section 22  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0113 Dwelling, Brewarrina 24 Wilson St.; Lot 24 Section 15  DP 758161  add to LEP or record 
0114 former Commercial Bank 37 Doyle St.; Lot 7B Section 10 DP 403768  add to LEP or record 
0115 Dwelling, Brewarrina 6 Church St.; Lot 1  DP 528856  add to LEP or record 
0116 Bangate Homestead 569000E 6759600N  add to LEP or record 
0117 Caringle Homestead 481900E 6753400N  add to LEP or record 
0118 Eurah Homestead 486000E 6727800N  add to LEP or record 
0119 Barlow Grave Jobs Gate Rd., Weilmoringle; 506300E 6754900N  add to LEP or record 
0120 Barwon4 burials 485850E 6686080N AHIMS Add to LEP 
0121 Bre Park Engine Bathurst St.; Lot 10 Section 2  add to LEP or record 
0122 Dwelling, Brewarrina 14 Hardie Street/Bridge St.; Lots 6, 7 Section 8 DP1548  add to LEP or record 
     


	CommunityBasedHeritageStudy.pdf
	Contents
	CHSv2.1
	CHSv2.2
	CHSv2.3
	CHSv2.4
	Chapter 5.1-4 
	Chapter 5.5-8
	Chapter 5. 9-12
	CHSv2.5 part b
	CHSv2.6
	CHSv2.7doc
	CHSv2.8
	CHSv.2 References
	Appendix A
	Appendix B

