
Why do we have Policy? 

Brewarrina Shire Council is governed by the Local Government Act 1993. The Act stipulates that 
the Council enact legislation (Statutes and Regulations) relating to the organisation and 
management of the Council. Areas not covered by legislation are governed by policy. 

Policies: 

 Guide Council practice; 
 Help ensure compliance with laws, statutes, regulations and government requirements; 
 Support the achievement of the Council's mission and values; 
 Reduce risk; 
 Have long-term application and are subject to regular review and updates. 

What is the difference between a Policy and Procedure? 

A Policy regulates, directs and controls actions and conduct. Policies can range from broad 
philosophies to specific rules. 

A Procedure tells users how to, and who will, implement the policy. Procedures are specific, 
factual, succinct and to the point, and do not include detailed descriptions of routine processes, 
timelines, forms and templates which may be subject to frequent modification in procedures. 

When do we need a Policy? 

Anyone can identify the need for a policy. The need for a new policy, or a review of a policy, can be 
driven by a variety of factors: 

 Frequently occurring matters which require decision making. However, it is important to 
bear in mind that it is not practicable to develop a policy for every situation, especially when 
the situation only occurs occasionally. 

 The need to address risk management or service issues. 
 Legislative changes. 

How often should policies and procedures be reviewed? 

All Brewarrina Shire Council policies or procedures have a default review date of two years from 
last approval of the policy, however the policy can have a shorter review date if required by 
legislation. 

Internal or external factors may drive the need for a policy review prior to the scheduled time. 

Who approves policy? 

Minor amendments to a policy or procedure can be approved by the General Manager. 

New policies and procedures, or major amendments to policies and procedures, must be approved 
by Council. 

Some policies are required to be put on public exhibition. 

 


