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PURPOSE: 
To inform Council on the availability of subsidy funding to progress the replacement of 
the Birrie Bridge on Brenda Road  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council:  

1. Consider the preliminary report on potential funding sources to replace
the Birrie Bridge on Brenda Road; and

2. Decide if a submission is to be prepared for a subsidy application (for
2015/16) and allocate the necessary funds in order to progress the pre-
construction activities; or

3. Consider the matter in conjunction with formulating the delivery plan for
2015/16 for an application for subsidy funding in the 2016/17 year.

CONTENT: 
At the council meeting held on 23 May 2014, during questions without notice, a request 
was made for a report on the availability of subsidy funding to progress the 
replacement of the Birrie Bridge on the Brenda Road. Actions to date in this matter, 
include;  

1. Correspondence of 28 May 2014 to the RMS to seek details of current State
Bridge funding programmes for local roads.  A verbal response has been
received from the RMS (11/7/2014) to advise that no other funding streams are
currently available for bridge works on local roads apart from the initiatives by
the Federal and State governments as covered in the reports to this meeting.

2. An application submitted to the Federal Government Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development to obtain particulars relating to the 
recently announced bridge subsidy programme for local roads, named NSW – 
Bridges Reward Programme.  

In regard to the latter item the Federal Government is to provide $300 million dollars 
over the 5 years from 2014/15 for the ‘Bridge – Renewal Programme’. Proponents are 
to provide supporting evidence of their proposal from industry and local communities. 

The selection process will be on a competitive, merit – based process with a 
demonstrated case to meet the following four criteria: 

• Improved productivity and access, and;
• Quantified benefits, and;
• State/ Territory priority, and;



• Construction- readiness 
 
Each of the criterions have separable issues to be addressed and enumerated upon. 

 
For criterion d) the word ‘readiness’ is to be taken literally with the meaning that the 
project designs and costings are to be in the final stages, if not complete and in the 
advanced phase of funding pre-construction approvals. 
 
In the case of the current Birrie Bridge a 65 metre long Dare Truss bridge it has 
heritage significance. This clarification would trigger a formal procedure to be 
implemented as part of any overall replacement strategy and would need to be further 
pursued with a relevant report to Council, as pertinent details and proposals are 
decided. 
 
Applications for this funding will be conducted on a year by year basis with a short 
‘open window’ period operable for each upcoming year. For example, applications for 
the 2014/15 year close on 28 August 2014. 
 
With the subsidy to be a maximum of 50% of the project value, the balance is to be 
sourced by Council, which can be sought from grant streams available to Council, the 
likes of RTR funds. The project costs can generally incorporate the bridge approach 
works and may, where a direct association can be made, include a road deviation or 
realignment works. A road alignment could be pertinent for the Birrie bridge site, in 
order to improve safety standards by increasing the radius of the curve on the western 
approach. This would also avail the current bridge to provide a by-pass whilst the new 
bridge and connecting roads are under construction.  

 
A VERY preliminary desktop assessment for the project is made up of 

1. A new 2 lane concrete replacement bridge of similar length to the current bridge 
in the amount of $1.5m, and; 

2. Dependent on the roading configuration decided an amount upwards to $0.5m.  
 

A 2 lane bridge has been nominated for conformity to the provisions of Council’s asset 
management plan for transport.    
 
These costs do not include any special treatments that might relate to the current 
bridge. 
 
Obviously a reduced cost would be expected for a replacement concrete bridge with a 
single lane with minimal approach road works, if that was the desired outcome.  
 
For Council to be in the ready position to apply for funding under the ‘Bridge Renewal 
Programme’ considerable pre-construction works will be necessary and include the 
likes of - 

• Site investigation and survey   
• Environmental assessments (including heritage elements) 
• Geotechnical undertakings 
• Bridge siting and design 
• Land acquisition, if required  
• Costings 
• Council’s evaluation of the preferred option for the project and decision on the 

means of funding Councils apportion of the works 
• Possible DA submission 
• Compilation of  tender documents 
• Application for the Federal Grant and be in ‘ready to go’ mode if successful 

 
 
 



The pre-construction works, if wholly outsourced, for the design component and 
associated works are estimated provisionally at $65K. Engagement of the necessary 
consultancies would be required in the very near future if it is intended to submit an 
application for the 2015/16 year.  
 
Whilst there is no guarantee of funding under the ‘Bridge Renewal Programme’ the 
implementation of the above described pre-construction activities would remain useful 
for other streams of grant funds that may arise from time to time. The Birrie bridge site 
should be desirably included in the forthcoming Council bus tour of the Shire, where 
further particulars and explanations could be provided.  
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 

 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
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