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PURPOSE: 
To clarify the position about funding for water meters in Brewarrina and Goodooga 
 

 
CONTENT: 
At the last Council Meeting there was some confusion over whether grant funding 
had been provided for the roll out of water meters in Brewarrina and Goodooga.  
 
The short answer is no grant funding has been made available for this purpose, 
however, their cost has been fully funded in the 2011/12 Management Plan from 
Council’s own funds. 
 
Below is a chronology of events and decisions made by Council in relation to its 
Strategic Business Planning for the water supply and sewerage funds since 2009. 
 
July 2009 – EMC selected to undertake preparation of Strategic Business Plans for 
Water and Sewerage. 
 
March 2010 – Council resolved to accept as information a report about a tender for 
the supply and delivery of water meters. The minutes note that several councillors 
(without naming them) commented that they do not favour the introduction of water 
meters.  
 
August 2010 – Council resolved to make application for capital infrastructure works 
under the Strengthening the Basin Communities Program to install meters on filtered 
water, install smart irrigations and upgrade water treatment plant at Brewarrina and 
Goodooga. 
 
April 2011 – Council informed in report from the General Manager that the 
Strengthening Basin Communities Program grant application was unsuccessful. At 
the same meeting Council resolved (amongst others), that water meters be installed 
on all residential , Council and commercial properties if funding becomes available, 
and actively pursues funding opportunities through grants programs 
 
June 2011 – Council adopted its Management Plan and Budget for the 2011/12 
Financial Year which included expenditure for the purchase and installation of water 
meters in Brewarrina and Goodooga to be funded from Council reserves in the water 
fund. 
 
Oct 2011 – Council received a presentation in workshop form from Daryl McGregor, 
Project officer for LMWUA and Stuart McLeod from Dubbo City Council which 



reiterated that in order for Council to remain in the Alliance, efforts must be made to 
comply with Best Practice Guidelines for water and sewer. 
 
Oct 2011 – Council resolved to commit to achieving near 100% Best Practice 
Compliance in its water and sewer services by 30th June 2012.  
 
This last resolution committed Council to installation of water meters as budgeted, to 
change its pricing structure from a rate to a user pays system, and to introduce trade 
waste charges in its sewerage fund. 
 
The water meter installation program has already commenced as per the information 
suppled to Council at its last meeting 
 
Please also note that applications for grant funding of water meters and upgrade of 
the sand filter at the water treatment plant have also been recently renewed but no 
word has been received as to their success. 
 

 
CONSULTATION: 
 

 
GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS: 
 

 
CONCLUSION: 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Water Meter Funding report be received for clarification and 
information. 
 

 
 
_____________________ 

               Rod Shaw 
General Manager 

 


