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PURPOSE: 
To advise the Council on the recent award to Sergeant David Wheatley, Brewarrina 
Police Service. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
The announcement of an Australian Police Medal for Sergeant David Wheatley in 
the 2012 Queen’s Birthday Honours List is a clear indication that he is meeting his 
professional goals. 
 
In accepting the award, Sergeant Wheatley thanked his immediate and extended family 
in Brewarrina for supporting him, and deflected the spotlight onto other policemen and 
women “more deserving” of it. 
 
Born in Sydney and raised on the North Coast of NSW, Sergeant Wheatley has worked 
in the city and country but keeps returning to Brewarrina where he met wife Michelle and 
is currently raising a young family with her. He has no plans to leave Brewarrina where 
family sustains him and his line of work. 
 
Sergeant Wheatley joined the NSW Police Force in 1995 at the NSW Police Academy, 
Goulburn. He attested as a Probationary Constable in the same year when he was 
stationed at Chatswood. He was promoted to his current rank in 2006 and posted to his 
current command in 2008.  
 
He was confirmed as a Constable in 1996 while performing general duties at North 
Sydney. He then went on to serve at Brewarrina, Bourke, Gunnedah and Tamworth, 
where he preformed Highway Patrol duties. He then returned to general duties at 
Nyngan where he was promoted to his current rank.  
 
Sergeant Wheatley is currently in his third term of service at the Brewarrina Police 
Station. 
 
The citation heralding Sergeant Wheatley’s award states that he has developed an 
“excellent rapport and reputation” within Brewarrina’s Aboriginal community and provided 
a “superior role model for junior police officers to aspire to”. 
 
Sergeant Wheatley said his relationship with Indigenous residents came down to being 
“respectful and having an understanding of cultural sensitivities”. 
 
“It’s also about being honest,” he said. 
 
“If you are seen to be honest, it carries a fair degree of weight.” 



 
When it comes to influencing colleagues, Sergeant Wheatley said he “likes to think” that 
he maintains a high standard of professionalism, from grooming through to interaction 
with community members. 
 
 “It’s the sort of job where if you don’t get family support, it makes it very difficult,” he 
said.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 

1. Receives the Mayor Minute - Australian Police Medal Reciprocate as 
information; and 

2. Congratulate Sergeant David Wheatley on him being awarded the 
Australian Police Medal. 

 
 
 
 
_____________________ 

                Rod Shaw 
General Manager 


