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PURPOSE: 
To highlight comments from the youth of Warringah who visited Brewarrina during 
the July school holidays.  
 
 
CONTENT: 
Again Brewarrina hosted the Warringah Ambassadors and it was an extremely 
enjoyable occasion, watching the youth learn about life in the country including the 
culture and lore and how our youth in Brewarrina interact with each other and 
‘outsiders’, as with every year the Brewarrina community goes out of its way to 
welcome the youth of Warringah.   As the Ambassadors said the highlights were 
Gundabooka, meeting the community, shearing playing golf and the glass house at 
the Ridge.   As the Community Development Officer I enjoyed my duties and look 
forward to hosting and being a guide again next year. Following are highlights 
taken from the Ambassadors reports  
----------- 
What I hoped to gain from the trip was a new understanding for the way that 
Indigenous people live and I also hoped to make new friends. Both of these goals 
were fulfilled along with a greater understanding of myself. My only quarrel with this 
trip is that I can't go again next year. I would highly recommend this trip to anyone 
looking to challenge themselves and learn lots! 
----------- 
I think that everyone that went on the exchange learnt something new about 
themselves and that is the aim of exchange programs. Bridging the gap between 
councils is what the Warringah Council and Brewarrina Shire Council are undertaking. 
This exchange program is so worthwhile because of all the amazing people involved. 
----------- 
Gundabooka was an incredibly spiritual place for the Ngemba people and it still 
is today. The self reflection that took place was phenomenal and that's why it was my 
favorite part of our trip. 
----------- 
I felt like everything I experienced at Brewarrina was new to me and so different from my 
day to day life here in Warringah: from riding on the back of a ute, to exploring a house 
made of bottles, to learning about Aboriginal spirits. I also felt I really gained 
independence and a greater understanding of rural communities. 
 
It is hard to convey all that I experienced in these seven days. What I have written here 
is just a few of the experiences. I learnt about the Aboriginal beliefs and the lives of 
people in a rural community.  I also learnt about different farming techniques and 
enjoyed visiting Lightening Ridge. All in all, its and experience I’ll never forget! 
----------- 
We learnt a lot about Brewarrina in a short amount of time, including the fact that 



everything seems to be “just up the road,” and that the town is one of the few holders of 
possibly the world’s best soft drink, Splash – I easily consumed more Splash than water 
over the course of the week.   
 
Every night after a busy day of fun, we’d often arrive back at Bokhara exhausted 
and ready to crash. I loved being able to arrive every evening to the campfire, it 
was the perfect opportunity to reflect, get warm, and do whatever we wanted to. 
----------- 
It was definitely sad to leave a community that had been so welcoming to us but by 
day eight it was time to leave Brewarrina and head back home. I am so grateful to 
both councils for running the program. It has been a new experience for me visiting 
a rural bush community and I have definitely gained a greater understanding of the 
different type of lifestyle and also the challenges faced in such isolated towns. 
 
 

 


