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PURPOSE: 
To inform Council on Aug/ Sept tourism activities. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
 
E1.1 Make Brewarrina a preferred place to stop and stay 

• Australia Day preparations for 2013 started 
• Upgrades to tourism section of website -ongoing 
• Facebook updates and statistics recorded. 

 
E.2.1 Develop a tourism & events strategy 

• Regular discussions held with Tourism NSW, product development. 
• Cobb & Co heritage trail in initial preparations. 
• Support & promotion of new tourism venture- Brewarrina Caravan Park 
• Promotion of 150 year celebration  

 
E.2.2 Develop a theme brand or identity for Brewarrina Shire 

• No budget 
 
E2.3 Promote tourism using a collaborative approach 

• NSW Tourism Awards- business plan and application lodged.         
Site visit scheduled for week 24th Sept  

E2.6 Enhance and maintain public tourist Infrastructure.  
• Visitors to the centre for August-633 
• 3 bus tours 
• 5 hall bookings for conferences/meetings 
• 7 hairdresser bookings 
• 15 telephone enquiries/tourism information packages sent 

 
E2.8 Present our towns and villages as clean, safe, tidy, inviting and visitor 
friendly 

• Visitor Centre weekend trading hours (Sat & Sun 10am to 2pm) will cease 
after October long weekend until Easter 2013 

 
 



C5.2 Community Activities and Events  
• Australia Day – initial preparations 
• Year of the Farmer event- in discussions 
• Grant application completed- proposed Art Exhibitions to tour. 
• Bid for 2013 Bald Archy Art Exhibition completed 

 
Additional Activities:  
•  
Current Priorities:  
• Brewarrina Shire Council website 
• 150 year Celebration- Visitor Centre activities to include genealogy centre, 

historical town exhibition and Cobb & Co tour 
• Training- new Tourism Officer 
• grant funding application  
• Visitor Centre – oversee of operations  

 
Meetings:  
• Heritage Consultant- Kate Higgins –meet and greet, discussion of options 

available. 
• Jenny Rand- as per attachment 

 
Staff:  
• Tourism Officer- started work at Visitor Information Centre on 17th September 
 
 

 

 
ATTACHMENT: 
Tourism Manager Report Attachment - Meeting with Jenny Rand 
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DOC REF: 
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REPORT 
BY: 

Fran Carter 
Tourism & Events Manager 

DATE: 
18th Sept,2012 

 
IPR / MANAGEMENT PLAN REFERENCE: 
E1.1 / E2.1 / E2.2 / E2.3 / E2.6.2.2 / E2.6.2.3 / E2.6.2.4 / E2.7 / E2.8 / C5.2.1  
 
  
PURPOSE: 
To inform Council on recent activity relating to IPR/Management reference: 
E2.3 - Promote tourism using a collaborative approach 
E2.6.2.4 - Identify funding opportunities to enhance local tourism projects. 

 
 
CONTENT: 
The Project 
Late 2011 the Kamilaroi Highway Marketing Group (of which the Brewarrina Shire 
Council is a member) received funding from the Commonwealth government, under the 
TQUAL program, to coordinate, develop and promote Aboriginal products and 
experiences along the Kamilaroi Highway corridor.  The TQUAL program provides 
funding to develop quality tourism products and experiences in regional Australia.   The 
Highway corridor extends from Willow Tree on the New England Highway to Bourke, via 
Liverpool Plains, Gunnedah, Narrabri, Walgett, Brewarrina and Bourke Shires.  Moree 
Plains Shire is also included in the marketing group.  
 
The Kamilaroi Highway is the only indigenous named Highway in Australia.  With the 
development of the Highway as a touring route, the volume of tourist traffic on the 
highway has increased.  Travellers are interested in the name, and are seeking 
information on Kamilaroi / Aboriginal heritage and culture and also on current cultural / 
race issues in rural towns.  Travellers are also looking to learn and experience.   
 
The Project is in-line with both Commonwealth and State Government tourism policies 
for developing authentic, quality Aboriginal experiences that can be promoted to both the 
domestic and international markets and Destination NSW has just released its draft 
Aboriginal Tourism Development Strategy. 
 
The first stage of the Kamilaroi project is a scoping study to assess existing and potential 
aboriginal products and experiences that could be promoted to travellers.  The scoping 
study focuses on: 
 
• What Aboriginal products, activities and experiences are currently available and 

accessible to visitors that could be promoted immediately?  Of the existing products/ 
experiences which ones need more work and/or investment to improve their appeal 
and marketability (eg through signage, interpretation, merchandising etc), with the 
study documenting the improvements required. 

 
• Identifying existing non-aboriginal attractions that could support an Aboriginal overlay 

- for example in Quirindi the Rural Museum wants to do a display relating to the role 
and importance of Aboriginal stockmen in the growth of the pastoral industry, while 
the Australia Telescope at Narrabri wants to do an interpretative display of how the 



Kamilaroi people interpreted the nights skies and their stories in relation to the stars 
and planets. 

 
• Identifying existing Aboriginal businesses that could be grown as well as potential 

new Aboriginal businesses / experiences that could be developed. 
 
• Identifying stories and events that can be told - eg the dreamtime stories relating to 

landforms throughout the region, the history of conflict, the freedom rides, 
reconciliation, Aboriginals in contemporary society etc. 

 
• Identifying information (print and digital) and resources that is available that can be 

used to develop educational and promotional materials including audio tours, 
information sheets for distribution to visitors, touchscreens in visitor centres and other 
strategic locations) and APPS for mobile phones and tablets.    

 
The project is due for completion at the end of the year. 
 
Visit to Brewarrina 
 
The consultant (Jenny Rand) contracted by the Kamilaroi Highway Marketing Group 
visited Brewarrina from the 27th to the 29th of August. In conjunction with one of the 
guides from the Cultural Centre, I took Jenny on a tour of the town, the Hospital 
Massacre Site, the Mission Site and to see the canoe trees at the Four Mile.  Jenny also 
went on the Fish Traps / Cultural Museum Tour.  While in town, Jenny met with Clr 
Barker, the Brewarrina Business Centre, Trish Frail and the 3 tour guides.  She is also 
catching up with the Birrang coordinator in Bourke.   Clr Barker received a briefing on the 
project and Clr Barker advised Jenny that she would inform the Working Party and the 
Regional Assembly about the project. 
 
The comments received from Jenny Rand about Brewarrina were positive.  She noted 
that Brewarrina has more Aboriginal product currently available than any of the other 
towns and villages along the Highway corridor, with the Fish Traps being an iconic 
product and anchor attraction.  The quality of the tours was also very good. However, 
Jenny considers that it should be a priority to improve the external presentation of the 
cultural museum complex, re-open the shop and replace the exhibits that have been 
taken from the Centre.  With the technology available there is also potential to tell more 
stories and enhance the visitor experience.   
 
In relation to the former Mission site, Jenny advised that it had significant potential for 
both guided and self- guided tours.  While the site needs to be cleaned up and further 
interpreted, Jenny has suggested that a qualified curator is needed to assess the relicts 
lying around the site to identify what needs to be preserved and/or could be used in the 
interpretation. 
 
 


