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PURPOSE: 
To inform Council of Council’s Heritage Advisors recommended allocation of the 
Brewarrina Local Heritage Fund ($12,000) 
 
 
CONTENT: 
 
REVIEW OF LOCAL HERITAGE FUND APPLICATIONS 2012 
Applications for the Local Heritage Fund were assessed using the criteria specified in the 
application form. 

CRITERIA House 
67 Bourke Street 

Brewarrina 
Roof replacement 

Anglican Church 
Bathurst Street 

Brewarrina 
Various external 

repairs. 
1 Applicants have 

finance to complete 
works 

Not able to ascertain. Not able to ascertain. 

2 Applicants aware of 
approvals needed 

Yes Not able to ascertain. 

3 Heritage Item No, but identified as a 
potential heritage item in the 
Community Based Heritage 
Study. 

Yes 

4 Complements 
broader conservation 
objectives 

Not at the moment Yes 
Main Street 
improvements 

5 Encourages 
conservation of other 
items 

Yes, may encourage owners 
of other houses to apply. 

Yes, may encourage 
Catholic Church to 
apply or owners of 
other prominent 
buildings. 

6 Demonstrated 
heritage value to the 
community 

No Yes, as it is a building 
for a community group. 

7 Work highly visible Yes – roof Yes – works to exterior 
on a highly visible 
building 

8 High public 
accessibility 

No – private home Yes – church building 



9 Little or no funding 
previously received 

Yes No – has had previous 
funding 

1
0 

Urgent Yes Yes  

 
Comments 
Anglican Church 

• The existing roof flashings appear to be either lead or soft zinc.  
• Lead flashings are not compatible with zincalume gutters and downpipes. The 

material of the flashing therefore needs to be determined (the plumber should be 
able to advise). 

• It is important that the mortar to repair the brickwork is similar to the existing 
mortar in colour and it is permeable to water (the existing mortar may be a soft 
lime mortar). Lime mortars allow moisture to escape from the brick wall through 
the mortar joints, and this protects the brickwork. A strong cement mortar has the 
potential to cause future serious damage to the brickwork. The problems with the 
brickwork on the church may be caused by damp rising through the walls (or from 
above due to failed parapets/roof/flashings). The water evaporates through the 
path of least resistance, and if this is the brickwork, it will leave behind a deposits 
of salts on the face of the brick. These salts make the brick brittle and the surface 
fails. If the mortar is more permeable to water then the water will evaporate 
through the mortar. The mortar will eventually fail but is easier to replace than the 
brickwork.  

• Another point to consider is that the mortar needs to be weaker than the 
brickwork so that cracking occurs in the mortar joints rather than the brickwork. 
(The mortar does however need to be strong enough to support the bricks.) 

• I can’t tell if the damaged brickwork is supporting the whole wall but care needs 
to be taken to retain the structural integrity of the wall during any repair works. 

• It would be preferable to repair a small section of wall as a test to see how easily 
it can be done, to ensure the mortar colour matches, and to test the mortar mix. It 
is important to keep a record of the mortar mix. 

• The render mix for the repair of the rendered elements should be weaker (but not 
so weak as to be ineffective) than the existing render. This will help ensure that 
any new cracks will occur in the new render rather than the original render.  

• Blocking of holes accessible by birds should be done in a way which ensures that 
the patching is weaker than the wall. This will help ensure that any new cracks 
will occur in the patch rather than the original wall. Patching could be tinted to 
match brick colour. 

• Note that it is important to keep the bricks/mortar damp after pointing to slow 
down drying. 

 
House, 67 Bourke Street 

• A quotation was not supplied with the application so the extent of work and price 
cannot be confirmed. 

• The existing roof, which is to be replaced, appears from the photographs to be 
galvanized steel. 

• The existing gutters are to be retained. (It is not clear what material they are 
made of but care has to be taken with the compatibility of materials eg zinclaume 
cannot be used with galvanized downpipes and gutters.) 

• The proposed new roofing material has not been stated. Zincalume steel would 
be uncomfortably bright a finish for a roof with the high light levels of Brewarrina. 
Colorbond is a light grey colour is  a better alternative, but can end up looking too 
crisp. The preferable option is a galvanized steel roof. (Galvanised steel roofing 
is available from Fielders, a South Australia company.) Please refer to the 
articles attached.  

• It is important that new work complements the aesthetic of the existing building 
and the town. The corrugated galvanized steel elements of the streetscapes 
make an important contribution to the local character of Brewarrina. 



 
 

Recommendations 
1. That the Anglican Church be given a $9,000 grant 
2. That the work funded on the Anglican Church be for the: 

a. replacement of the box gutter and flashings in an appropriate material 
b. repair and painting of the parapet copings and other rendered elements 
c. repair of the cross 
d.  removal of plan material and blocking of holes accessed by birds 
e. Sample brickwork repair panel 

3. That the owner of No.67 Bourke Street Brewarrina be given a $3,000 grant as a 
contribution towards the cost of the new roof. 

4. That the conservation works be carefully informed by technical information about 
the conservation of historic properties. Appropriate professional advice should be 
sought. The following websites can be accessed for background information and 
to inform discussions with professionals.  

Roofs: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/m
aintenance41corrugated.pdf 
 
Repointing brickwork 
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief02.htm 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGs6GhGZiso 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFzG9jwu_yw&feature=related 

 
 

Reasons: 
• The church is heritage listed 
• The church is highly visible in the main street 
• The church is very important to a local community group 
• The church is in more urgent need of repair 
• The conservation of the church complements a broader local objective which is 

the upgrading of the main street. 
• Repair to the brickwork of the church needs further consideration and additional 

information is required about exactly how the repair work is to be undertaken. 
• It is important that any repair work to both buildings does not comprise original 

fabric and is informed by appropriate technical advice. Professional advice may 
need to be sought. 

 
Kate Higgins 
Brewarrina Shire Council Heritage Advisor 
29 October 2012 

 
The Wardens of the Anglican Church and the owner of 67 Bourke St were consulted as 
to whether their projects were able to go ahead with the amounts of funding proposed. 
The Wardens of the Anglican Church indicated that they would still go ahead however 
the owner of 67 Bourke St did not have the financial capacity to continue with their 
project at this time. 
 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Brewarrina Shire Councils Heritage Advisor, Mrs Kate Higgins 
 
 



GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS:  
Nil 

 
 
CONCLUSION: 
After consulting Council’s Heritage Advisor the recommendation has changed to; 

1. That the Anglican Church be given a $9,000 grant to; 
b. replacement of the box gutter and flashings in an appropriate material 
c. repair and painting of the parapet copings and other rendered elements 
d. repair of the cross 
e.  removal of plan material and blocking of holes accessed by birds 
f. Sample brickwork repair panel 

2. That the Local Heritage Fund be re-advertised in February 2013 for the               
remaining $3,000. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That: 

1. Council resolve to grant the Anglican Church $9,000 from the Brewarrina 
Local Heritage Fund; and 

2. The Local Heritage Fund be re-advertised in February 2013. 
  

 
 
 
_____________________ 

                Rod Shaw 
General Manager 

 
 


