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PURPOSE: 

For the determination of Council of the necessity of the continuation of 
maintaining (mowing and edging) nature strips in the urban areas of Brewarrina 
and Goodooga under the current Maintenance Program of Parks & Gardens. 
  

 
CONTENT: 

Under Section 145 of the Roads Act 1993, the road reserve (from property 
boundary to property boundary) is vested in Council. There is no statutory 
requirement for any property owner (or tenant) to maintain any part of the road 
reserve. However, historically, Councils have not maintained nature strips (edge of 
the roadway to the property boundary) due to the huge cost associated with this 
practice and have relied on the good will of the resident (or tenant) to mow and 
water this area. I am unaware of any other Council in NSW that provides this 
service. The majority of property owners (or tenants) have accepted this 
responsibility in keeping a neat and tidy appearance of their frontage. The main 
purpose of the nature strip is to provide pedestrian access and an area for 
infrastructure provision (electricity, phone and gas). 
 
Council’s Parks & Gardens section are currently mowing the nature strip (edge of 
the roadway to the property boundary) as part of its general maintenance program 
each year. This particular program is not a Policy of Council but has been a practice 
that has started and continued over the years. On average, Council spends on 
average $95,000 per year on maintaining nature strips in Brewarrina and 
Goodooga.  
 
There are 416 properties in Brewarrina excluding the approximate 65 properties that  
do not wish for Council to mow the nature strip adjacent to their property leaves 
approximately 351 that have their nature strip maintained annually by Council. 
 
The approximate 65 properties within Brewarrina that do not have their nature strip 
maintained do for the following reasons,  
                         

a)   Council mowers spread burrs and weeds from adjoining property’s nature 
strip (which is very evident at present and is the major cause of burrs 
being spread throughout the town), 

b)  The property owner would rather maintain their own lawn at their own 
standard.  

 
This leaves approximately 351 properties (including Council properties) that are 
maintained annually at an average annual cost of $265/property. There is a total of 
21,892 l.m of nature strips in Brewarrina of which approximately 1300 l.m is the 65 
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properties not maintained at present. There are approximately 4,700 l.m of nature 
strip that are adjacent to Council properties including the CBD area that will require 
maintaining each year. Based on these figures, Council would require a budget of 
$25,000 to maintain the nature strips adjoining per annum to a satisfactory state.  
 
The current practice of maintaining a neat and tidy appearance of the townships is 
by Council staff undertaking the mowing and edging of nature strips. Concerns 
regarding the state of the appearance of the townships maybe conceived if this 
practice was to cease and the property owners were given ownership of this task. 
Whilst it must be seen that grass is mowed inside the property and there is not a 
huge impose on property owners (and tenants) to mow the extra area of grass 
adjacent to their property, it may lead to an untidy township due to nature strips not 
being maintained. 
 
Other issues are vacant blocks where the owners live elsewhere and do not 
maintain their property. These blocks are only maintained when an order is placed 
on the owner under a Section 66 Notice – Fire Risk by the RFS. The nature strip 
would be in the same condition as the block and would pose a risk to persons 
walking along the footpath who would have to walk on the road to bypass the 
property.   
  
Walgett and Bourke Shire Council’s Policy are similar in that Council expects that 
adjoining property owners will carry out basic maintenance (eg. mowing, top 
dressing, light pruning of footpath trees and rubbish removal) of the nature strip in 
front of and beside their properties. 

 
They both maintain a number of nature strips adjoining properties where the property 
owner refuses to mow the grass. This service is provided at a minimal standard only. 
 
Issues to be resolved include: 

• Reallocation of funds- a higher level of service to Parks and Gardens or 
additional resources to be allocated to other nominated service(s) or unspent 
funds not be allocated but be returned to Working Funds or added to Reserves. 

• Should the service be stopped immediately or residents given time to adjust by 
advertising stoppage for example at the end of the budget year. 

• 150 Year Celebrations are happening in April next year. If stoppage occurs now, 
and some residents refuse to cooperate, there may be a need for a special 
maintenance to occur prior to the celebrations commencing. 

• No policy on this area of operation exists and would need to be developed to 
inform residents with the level of service to be provided. 

 
 
CONSULTATION: 

Nil 
 
 
GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS: 
To clarify the position of Council, a Policy would need to be developed for the 
‘Maintenance of Nature Strips’ outlining the resolution of Council in regards to the 
mowing and edging within urban areas. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That: 

1. Due to the financial cost and the spreading of burrs and weeds 
throughout the townships of Brewarrina and Goodooga, Council no 
longer will maintain nature strips adjoining private property by the way 
of mowing and edging from a date determined by Council; 

2. A draft Policy for the ‘Maintenance of Nature Strips’ be prepared for 
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adoption;  
3. The residents be advised by notices in the local paper; and 
4. A committee of three Councillors and General Manager be convened to 

examine options for re-allocation of funds not expended on this service 
and the recommendations be reported to the February Council meeting. 

 
 
 
 

______________________ 
             Rod Shaw          
        General Manager 
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