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PURPOSE: 
The purpose of the report is to update Councillors on the Local Government Review 
Panel. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
The Review Panel’s latest report has now been received, as well as a special paper 
about the future of the Western Division area. 
 
The Review Panel again met with local councils on 14th May, and a special OROC 
Meeting was held in Dubbo on 15th May for further discussions. A number of informal 
meetings have also been held by the Mayors and GM’s of Bourke, Walgett and 
Brewarrina to determine future directions. Council may also recall the plight of most 
Western Division Councils as portrayed in the recent TCorp financial analysis, which 
indicated lack of financial sustainability in the longer term by most of those Councils, 
including ours. 
 
The submission made by this Council in response to the 2nd Review Panel Report was 
supportive of the proposed Western Division Authority. However, at that stage, the 
proposed Western Division Authority was mooted to comprise Walgett, Brewarrina, 
Bourke, Central Darling and the Unincorporated Area. This new proposal in the latest 
Report has extended that view to maybe include Cobar, Broken Hill, and parts of 
Wentworth and Balranald Council areas. 
 
In the light of this new much larger proposal, Council may wish to reconsider its position. 
 
Options which Council may wish to consider include: 

• Supporting the new larger proposal 
• Support the original proposal 
• Support the new larger proposal as an end objective and in the short term 

support  either 
o the original proposal OR 
o a county council model OR 
o a shared services model 

 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
 
GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS:  

 



 
CONCLUSION: 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council re-determine its position on future directions in light of the new 
Report from the Local Government Review Panel about the future of the Western 
Division area. 
 

 
_____________________ 

                Rod Shaw 
General Manager 
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