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PURPOSE: 
To provide Council with a summary of Heritage activities undertaken by the Heritage 
Advisor on behalf of Council.  
 
 
CONTENT: 
This report outlines the activities undertaken in relation to Visit 4 to Brewarrina. The 
activities are reported both with regard to the NSW Heritage Branch’s template for 
annual reporting, and with regard to other work undertaken. 
 
The focus of this visit was to encourage grant submissions for heritage activities by both 
council and local community groups.  
 
In addition, the purpose of the visit was also to attend the Brewarrina Working Party 
meeting on the 29 May 2013 in order to present the recommendations of the 2012 
Aboriginal Heritage Study and seek comments on how to move forward.  
 
Recommendation 1: Establish a heritage committee to deal with heritage 
matters 
Outcome 1: Increased community participation, awareness and appreciation of 
heritage in the local area. 
A cemeteries committee has been established by Council. Brief discussions were 
held with a representative of this committee, Heather Finlayson.  
 
It was agreed that Council’s Heritage Advisor would attend a two days skill 
development workshop focusing on the practical issues of identifying and managing 
the heritage values of cemeteries and graves. It is planned that a presentation would 
be made to the cemeteries committee about the workshop. 
 
The workshop title The Conservation, management and interpretation of cemeteries, 
is being conducted by the Institute for Professional Practice in Heritage and the Arts, 
Australian National University. 
 
Action required:  
• Attend workshop 29-31 August 2013.  
• Prepare presentation material for cemeteries committee 

 
 
 
 



 
Recommendation 2: Identify the heritage items in your area and list them in 
your local environmental plan. 
Outcome 2: Increased knowledge and proactive management of heritage in the 
local area. 
The Brewarrina Working Party at the meeting on the 29 May was asked if there were 
any Aboriginal sites that they want listed. None were put forward, although one 
participant noted that an archaeological site had recently be found. The Heritage 
Advisor mentioned that there may be legal requirements to notify the discovery, and 
recommended that the advice of the NSW Heritage Branch’s Aboriginal Officer be 
sought.  
 
The recommendations of the Aboriginal Heritage Study were put forward to the 
Working party for comment. No comments received other than the comment on the 
archaeological site mentioned above. It was suggested that information about this site 
could be included in the Aboriginal study for which the Brewarrina Business Centre 
has received a $60,000 grant. This seemed to be accepted by the Working Party. 
 
Action required:  
• Draft letter for sending to  Weilmoringle Land Council to see if they would 

like to comment on the recommendations of the Aboriginal Heritage Study 
• Draft letter from sending to Brewarrina Business Centre requesting 

information on the Aboriginal heritage study they received $60,000 grant 
funding for. 

• Draft report to Council on Aboriginal heritage study 
 

 
Recommendation 3: Appoint a heritage and urban design advisor to assist the 
council, the community and owners of listed heritage items. 
Outcome 3: Increased community participation and proactive heritage and 
urban design management in your local area. 
Advice to Council 
DAs provided on 
heritage/urban 
design projects. 

Discussion held with Council’s planner regarding proposed 
development at the fish traps river bank (a new walkway). The 
applicant, Brewarrina Business Centre, has provided insufficient 
information for the DA to be assessed. 
 
Council’s Heritage Advisor stated that she could not assess the 
impact of the proposed development on heritage values as she 
had assisted with the preparation of the heritage impact 
statement for the Section 60 application. 
 
Action required:  
• None  

 
 
Recommendation 4: Manage local heritage in a positive manner 
Outcome 4: Proactive heritage and urban design management in your local 
area. 
Adopt a flexible 
approach to 
planning and 
building 
requirements. 

Grant application prepared for heritage guidelines (rather than a 
DCP) under the NSW Heritage Grants Program – Local 
government heritage planning studies. 
 
Action required:  
• Await outcome of grant application  

 
Other Grant application prepared under the NSW Heritage Grants 

Program – for a Brewarrina Shire interpretation plan. 
 



Action required:  
• Await outcome of grant application 

 
 Discussion with Elaine Lang, AA NSW CPO, about a potential 

war memorial project at Goodooga. This project could be a place 
making project rather than just a single monument. A place 
making project has greater potential to benefit the community. 
An attempt was made to discuss the potential project with Mudi 
Paaki. They suggested emailing a proposal instead. 
 
Action required:  
• Outline project proposal and send to Goodooga 

Working Party 
 

 Federal Government’s Anzac Centenary Local Grants Program: 
• Discussion with Council staff  about potential projects 
• Report to Council prepared 
• Letter to community groups prepared 
• Information for Brewarrina News prepared 

 
Action required: 
• Await outcome of consultation 
• Review of community suggestions 
• Assist with grant applications 

 
 
Recommendation 5: Introduce a local heritage fund to provide small grants to 
encourage local heritage projects. 
Outcome 5: Increased community participation and proactive conservation 
and management of heritage in your local area 
Local heritage fund 
operational. 

The fund is operational. Discussion with the Catholic Church 
about potential works which could be partly funded by the Local 
Heritage Fund. 
 
Action:  
• Follow up on Catholic Church when grants open. 

 
Heritage projects 
that contribute to 
local tourism 

Possible heritage tourism projects discussed with Council’s 
Tourism Manager. 
 
Action:  
• Start to develop a heritage tours itinerary and research 

information about each place. 
• Discuss progress at next visit. 

 
Other Met with Geraldine McHughes, Catholic Church representative, 

to discuss Barnsons report on the Catholic Church. Discussed 
options for how to proceed. Two big issues are lack of funds and 
that Geraldine has no helpers. 
 
Action: 
• Assist Geraldine by preparing a draft framework for 

how to move forward. 
 

Discussed the restoration of the war memorial at the Anglican 
Church with Margaret Giligan. Mailed Margaret an application 
form from the Department of Veterans Affairs and offered to help 
her with the application if she wishes. 



 
Action: 
• Follow up on application 

 
Met with Vivian Slack-Smith of the Brewarrina Historical Society 
to discuss how I can help with the management of the collection. 
Gave her an Australian Historical Society grant application form 
and discussed possible projects to make an application for. Also 
discussed the need to get the collection organised. Discussed 
ways the organization could proceed. 
 
Action: 
• Follow up on application 
• The Heritage Advisor during visits over the next year, 

to spend 3 hrs per visit helping the Society to organise 
the collection. 

 
 
Recommendation 6: Run a main street program. 
Outcome 6: Council, owners and the community actively participate in 
attractive and well-managed heritage main streets 
No action taken with regard to this outcome. 
 

 
Recommendation 7: Present educational and promotional programs. 
Outcome 7: Increased awareness and appreciation of heritage by Council, 
owners and the community in your area 
Heritage trail  See Recommendation 5 above. 

 
 
Recommendation 8: Set a good example to the community by properly 
managing places owned or operated by council 
Outcome 8: Increased community participation and proactive conservation 
and management of heritage in your area 
No action taken with regard to this outcome. 
 

 
Recommendation 9: Promote sustainable development as a tool for heritage 
conservation 
Outcome 9: Proactive heritage and sustainable development in your area 
No action taken with regard to this outcome. 
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