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PURPOSE: 
To advise Council of the proposed campaign for the referendum on the Constitutional 
Recognition of Local Government. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
The June 2013 Meeting resolved to support the referendum by undertaking a local 
campaign to encourage residents to support the recognition of local government at the 
upcoming Federal election.  
 
In the July edition of Bre News the issue of the Constitutional Referendum was 
introduced to residents through the General Managers’ column. 
 
Both the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) and Local Government NSW 
(LGNSW) are initiating actions to promote the issue across all communities. A recent 
Meeting of OROC also indicated that a media release will be issued on the matter and 
that “Flyer” summarising the issue was proposed. Information and material from those 
organisations will be finalised/ produced when confirmation is available on the election 
date. 
 
Advice from the Associations and the National Campaign Team is that any statements 
on the topic should be kept as simple as possible, and focus on how the referendum can 
ensure ongoing funding of vital community infrastructure and projects.  
 
With that in mind following is an outline of what is proposed in the Brewarrina Shire Area: 

- Continue to provide information on the issue in Bre News; the utilisation of a 
“feature” at the bottom of front page to provide information over a number of 
editions is proposed 

- Prepare a simple “flyer” that emphasises voting yes 
- Utilise information available from  ALGA, LGNSW, OROC  
- Distribute information to community groups/ organisations/ staff/ councillors so 

that they can assist in informing the community 
- Place information in Council Offices, the VIC and the like 
- Use of social media 
- Identify local projects that may not have been undertaken without direct funding 

from the Federal Government (to be used as examples to explain the need for 
support on the constitutional change) 

- Assess the availability of community members to hand material on polling day 
- Utilise other options/ opportunities that may become available 
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CONSULTATION: 
The processes undertaken will involve communicating information within the 
community. 
 
 
GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS: 
No specific funding allocation is required. 
 
 
CONCLUSION:  
The use of a campaign to promote support for the federal recognition of local 
government will need to be guided by information and material provided through 
ALGA and LGNSW. The distribution of that material will need to be done as widely as 
possible when it is made available. Accordingly, the campaign will need to evolve as 
time progresses and the outline of actions listed in this report will enable that to occur. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That: 

1. Council endorse the approach to the campaign outlined in this report. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

______________________ 
            Brian Wilkinson 
     Interim General Manager 
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