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PURPOSE: 
To inform Council of September economic and corporate development activities, 
and also actions that need to be endorsed by Council. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
 
Free Camping at Boat Ramp 
An investigation has followed after the August Council meeting. The investigation 
reveals the following; 

• No signage at the Boat ramp providing information / rules on where and where 
not to camp in Brewarrina 

• Old volumes of the caravan and camping book prior to 2010 advised campers of 
places to stay in Brewarrina that will not cost them. This information was 
provided to this magazine by Council staff to try and encourage caravan and 
campers to stay in Brewarrina (either at the caravan park or the 4 Mile). Note; at 
this time the caravan park was not operating with a permanent caretaker and 
there was no motel – accommodation options were lean and it was important to 
the business economy to have tourists “stop and stay” in Brewarrina and help 
businesses during the lean times of the drought. 

• Even when caravans and campers take advantage of free camping in the 
Brewarrina district (on the river, on someone’s property, at one of the designated 
24 hour rest stops or at the 4 Mile), businesses in Brewarrina benefit through the 
sale of goods and services that these visitors may need (newspapers, groceries, 
fuel, fast food, mechanical and trade services). It is important that we look after 
all our visitors as they are our best form of advertising in the future. A visitor that 
leaves Brewarrina and has a great experience will provide a positive referral to 
other visitors – good news travels fast, bad news travels even faster. 

 
Action taken 
Council has followed up on this and will be undertaking the following actions; 

• Discussed with Caravan Park Management the issue and asked them for input 
and suggestions on a viable solution.  

• Followed this conversation with conversation with Birrang General Manager to 
confirm situation and ask for support to implement action and agreed on a 2 
week time frame.  

• The Birrang General Manager was supportive and it was agreed that a solution 
be sought and a permanent sign erected at the boat ramp indicating that it was 
not a camp site and provide details of Councils web site with information on 
alternate camp sites i.e caravan park. 



• Provide details/information on the sign at the Boat Ramp of information about 
Council’s proposed Dump Point at the VIC (location, when available etc). 

• These actions are to be achieved by Council by Friday 27th September 2013. 
 
A counter suggestion was to have Council Staff patrol the area and ask campers to 
move on. This suggestion has been rejected for the immediate future until the sign is 
erected and monitoring of the site is undertaken.  
 
This situation will be monitored over the coming months. 
 
Caravan Park Management 
The Brewarrina Caravan Park is currently under contract with Birrang Enterprise 
Corporation on a 3x3x3year contract (currently into its second year). In the recent round 
of Federal Government Job Network contracts, Birrang did not have their contract 
renewed for Brewarrina.  
 
Birrang have indicated verbally that they are no longer able to continue with the 
management responsibility of the caravan park, however are willing to work with Council 
to;  

• Find a new Caravan Park Manager (either individual or organisation)  
• Ensure a smooth management transition that will not disrupt Caravan Park 

operations / relationships built with tourists. 
• Explore options for Birrang to subcontract to a third party or alternatively 

relinquish their agreement with Council, whichever is most consistent with a 
smooth transition. 

 
Birrang have indicated that they are talking to local individuals / organisations regarding 
new management arrangements and hope to have a proposed solution soon. 
 
Tour De OROC 
OROC members have organised a bike ride to raise funds to build an accommodation 
unit at Dubbo Base Hospital. The purpose of the accommodation unit is to provide a cost 
effective accommodation alternative for people (and their families) in the region that are 
having treatment at Dubbo Base Hospital (i.e waiting to deliver babies, chemotherapy, 
emergencies). The ride commences from Dubbo on Sunday 6th October and travels 
through the OROC region and is completed back in Dubbo on Saturday 12th October 
2013. Mayor of Dubbo, Cr Matthew Dickerson is the primary organiser and contact. 
 
Brewarrina Council have been asked to action the following; 

• Provider a rider to ride the Brewarrina Shire from border to border on the 
proposed bike ride 

• Host a lunch time event on Wednesday 9th October 2013 to welcome the bike 
riders to our shire 

• Raise $5,000 to go toward this worthwhile cause (People who live in Dubbo, 
Gilgandra and Narromine all live close enough to Dubbo and are less likely to 
need accommodation. It’s people who live in the communities of Warren, 
Coonamble, Walgett, Lightning Ridge, Brewarrina, Bourke, Cobar and that are 
more likely to need the accommodation unit in Dubbo). 

 
Acting Health and Building Manager, Kim Talbot has offered to ride on behalf of 
Brewarrina Shire Council. Kim has been practicing and closer to the date the community 
will be asked to sponsor Kim on a Kilometre basis. 
 
The VIC Manager has been informed of the date to host a BBQ in the Park and is able to 
assist where ever possible. Council Staff are working to raise a minimum of $400 prior to 
the BBQ so a presentation can be made to the riders on behalf of Council Staff. This 
offer is also being made to other organisations / schools etc. 
 
Perhaps Councillors can also think of a way to support this ride? The riders will be 



stopping at the boat ramp on their way into town and any interested parties are welcome 
to join them and ride into town with them. A suggestion is that the Mayor and Councillors 
may wish to join them and show support or if this is not viable, perhaps support the ride 
by being available to flip a sausage on the BBQ. 
 
Council Staff are putting out the challenge to raise more money than their elected 
Council………..Get your thought together how Brewarrina Shire can raise $5.000 toward 
this great a-political cause – we hope no-one ever needs it but just in-case……. 
 
Action 
After the Mayoral election, photographs of the elected mayor are to be taken and 
forwarded to Cl Mathew Dickerson for promotional material in development. 
 
Dental Update 
Griffith University have withdrawn dental operations in Brewarrina as at 30 June 2013. 
On confirmation that Griffith were removing their service from Brewarrina, discussions 
commenced between Council, Charles Stuart University and the Royal Flying Doctors to 
ensure the community had access to oral health treatment. 
 
Council has received in the past 6 weeks many enquiries from public and private oral 
health providers interested in coming to Brewarrina to commence a dental business 
under the Australian Governments Dental Relocation and Infrastructure Support Scheme 
(DRISS). This funding closes in early October 2013. 
 
On Wednesday 11 September 2013 AGM and EDO met with GWAH’s representatives 
and a representative of another university. There was interest for the university to come 
to Brewarrina however on a much smaller scale (4-6 weeks / year), supervision may be 
an issue, accommodation and other logistical issues would need to be considered. 
 
GWAHS more inclined to support a public oral health provider that would be interested in 
looking after the needs of children and those that could not afford private health cover as 
these would be the largest areas of need in communities in the Brewarrina LGA. 
GWAHS also keen to work with Council to introduce fluoridation into the town filtered 
water. 
 
Council are meeting with a representative of RFDS on Friday 20 September 2013 and 
Bila Muuji on Monday 23rd September to discuss options for dental services to 
Brewarrina. 
 
Council is focused on finding a workable outcome to support local oral health providers 
in providing oral health solutions to the whole of the Brewarrina community. To achieve 
this, Council in the short-term may need to work with several stakeholders and 
encourage co-operation to find a viable solution to meet our community’s needs. 
 
Heritage Update 
Council’s Heritage advisor, Kate Higgins visited Brewarrina on the 6 September and 
undertook the following; 

• Met with Goodooga CWP to progress the ANZAC walk project and was to follow 
up with MPREC in Dubbo on her way back to Sydney – this project is reliant on 
external funding from the Federal Government. 

• Attended and held a presentation with Council’s Cemetery Committee 
• Assisted Anglican Church with application for Federal funding to maintain 

ANZAC Memorials – Memorial in Anglican Church yard 
• Assessment of Heritage Fund Applications - Council has received one 

application and the Heritage Advisor has been having discussions with a group 
that required further technical assistance. As timing has been a critical factor the 
Heritage Advisor will not have a recommendation to Council for the 2014 
Heritage Fund until the October meeting. 

 



Skills Recruitment  
Action from Premier and Cabinet Meeting - Council, Hospital and Central School to work 
together to develop a strategy to attract and recruit skilled staff to Brewarrina. The focus 
is initially with skilled staff associated with Council, health and education staff and once 
established this could be opened up to other government agencies and business but the 
emphasis is on skilled positions. 
 
It was decided that Council would host a page attached to our current web page that 
would be linked to the Hospital and Central School websites. The target market is for 
professionals who have recently completed education or professionals at the other end 
of the spectrum who are seeking retirement. This page would contain information on 
support services (shopping, health services and travel), information about the town, 
testimonials from other professionals and promote the benefits of coming to work in 
Brewarrina. The goal is to have first draft page operational by December 2013. 
 
Solar Update 
Iain McGregor from Smart Commercial Solar visited Brewarrina on Friday 13 September 
2013 to investigate areas owned by Council that maybe viable options for solar 
infrastructure. Once the proposal is complete, this will be distributed to Council for 
consideration prior to a MOU being signed and further progression.  
 
 
CONSULTATION: 
All issues aforementioned have included consultation with primary stakeholders. 
 
 
GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS: 
Nil 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Council to discuss involvement in Tour de OROC at Council meeting.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council:  

1. Note the Economic and Corporate Development report; and 
2. Endorse the action taken. 

 
 
 

_____________________ 
Lynn Moore 

Acting General Manager 
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