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PURPOSE: 
To report to Council regarding Birrie Bridge repairs. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
Council at its meeting of 23 August 2013 resolved for Item 11: Roads to Recovery – 
Upgrade of Local Rural Roads, that: 

1. Council receive the report, at this juncture, which will be represented to the 
October 2013 Council meeting to enable formal adoption of the Programme of 
Works, and appropriated amendments to the Operation Plan 2013/14, the 
Delivery Plan 2013/17 and the Asset Management Plan for Transport;  

2. Defer repairs to the Birrie Bridge, if the order can be lifted, on the basis that 
Council has limited funding available; 

3. A load and speed limit be placed on the bridge; and  
4. A further report be brought back to Council.  

 
In relation to Item 2 
The proposed additional repairs to the bridge could not be halted as orders for the work 
had been placed and materials ordered. The contractor is on site as at 5th September 
2013.  
 
In relation to Item 3 
There was no need to place restricted load and speed limits on the bridge as the earlier 
extensive repairs had restored the structural integrity of the bridge and the deteriorated 
decking, pile and capwales did not significantly detract from the full load limit for the 
bridge.  
 
In relation to Item 4 
Background to reason for additional work and final report. 
 
There were two lots of additional work identified for Birrie Bridge.  
 
The first additional work valued at $39,500, involved essential structural repairs which 
had been hidden at the original inspection and were uncovered as the work progressed. 
This additional work along with a progress report was presented to Council at its meeting 
of 28 June 2012 and was subsequently adopted. The total expenditure of the major 
repairs plus the first additional work was reported as $460,862.  
 
The second lot of additional repairs were initially identified in the March 2012 study and 
consisted principally of new decking and secondly some minor structural pile and 
capwale repairs. The large scale completed repairs focused on the massive structural 



elements of the bridge and in the initial study the decking replacement was identified as 
being necessary - “in the next two to three years”. In reality, with the much closer 
scrutiny occurring during the large scale repairs it became obvious that the decking 
replacement was far more urgently needed and the pile and capwale repairs were 
similarly assessed. This second lot of repairs, quoted at $65,000, are as reported to 
Council at the 23 August 2013 meeting. Unfortunately and almost certainly due to the 
frequent changeover of Directors of Technical Services the background to the reason for 
the repairs was not clearly communicated. As reported above, this work is now 
underway. 
 
The final total expenditure at the completion of the current additional work is expected to 
be $525,867. At completion the bridge will be in an as new condition with a 44 T load 
limit and a 70 – 100 year life. 
 
Option of Sidetrack 
The option of a sealed side track was investigated by Council staff prior to the 
commencement of the extensive repairs in 2012 and was in fact the adopted preference 
of Council. An application for a permit to construct the sidetrack was made to NSW 
Government – Primary Industries, however, Council was advised that only a 12 month 
temporary approval would be granted for a pipe culvert side track with clause 14 of the 
permit stating: 
 
“This temporary pipe culvert sidetrack is to be removed upon replacement/upgrade of 
the Goodooga Bridge located at Lot 4969 DP 769199. Reason – “The installation and 
operation of instream structures and other mechanisms that alter the natural flow 
regimes of rivers and streams” is listed as a Key Threatening Process under the 
provisions of the Fisheries Management Act 1994. This approval has been granted on 
the basis that fish passage will be maintained within the Birrie River.”    
 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
 
GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS:  

 
 
CONCLUSION: 
As a result of this advice the plan to carry out the renovation the bridge is to continue. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That:  

1. Council note the Update On Birrie Bridge Repairs report; and 
2. As an interim measure the funding source for the additional repairs to the 

Birrie Bridge come   from the local roads maintenance vote with the funding 
source redirected to the Roads to Recovery program at the December 2013 
financial review 

 
 
 

_____________________ 
Lynn Moore 
Acting General Manager 
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