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PURPOSE: 
To advise council of the results of the recent review to the rating system on councils 
Fujitsu financial system. 
 
 
CONTENT: 
On 25th September, Mr Ren Murphy, a rating consultant from Lo-Gov commenced a 
review of all rating categories, systems and processes which are a part of the 
councils Rating department.  Mr Murphy has extensive experience in this field and 
has completed similar reviews for Wentworth, Wellington and numerous other 
councils.  
 
Mr Murphy was here for two weeks and completed a comprehensive review on the 
rating system.  During this period he reviewed both the procedures and system 
information held on properties for correctness of category allocation and also the 
categories themselves.  He did comment on the Fujitsu system that while this 
functional at the moment the ability to provide reports was somewhat limited. 
 
Mr Murphy advised that the rating categories developed by our finance team were 
in actual fact the best fit for the properties in Brewarrina.  He also commended the 
rating department (Hilary Hertslet) as all of the necessary legislative requirements 
were all up to date as well as the day to day requirements.  This is apparently not 
true of other councils which is a pat on the back for this small council. 
 
In light of recent events, Golf Club rating category, it was suggested that a new 
sub-category of business be created. This was his only substantial comment. 
 
He suggested that the council join the NSW Rating Professionals online to enable 
council to keep up with ever changing legislation.  This also provides excellent 
online networking capabilities for rating staff for very little cost.  
  
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
 
GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS: 
The review of the councils rating system ensures that the correct information is 
recorded against each property and the categories of rating are applicable to the area 
and sufficient to meet our needs. 
 



 
CONCLUSION: 
The review of the councils rating system ensures that the correct information is 
recorded against each property and the categories of rating are applicable to the area 
and sufficient to meet our needs. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Rates System Review report be noted for information. 
 
 

 
 
______________________ 
           Lynn Moore 
Acting General Manager 
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