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IPR REFERENCE 
Theme 1: A Growing Economy - E3.2.1 Support Network for Farmers with regular 
meetings, E3.2.2 Facilitate education and development opportunities for the Rural 
Industries. 
 

  
PURPOSE: 
To inform Council of the upcoming Hay Day event organised by Aussie Helpers, which 
will be taking place in Brewarrina later in the month. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council endorse the requests to provide the aforementioned assistance to 
Aussie Helpers during their visit. 

 
CONTENT: 
Volunteers from Aussie Helpers will be arriving in Brewarrina sometime in the next 
fortnight to visit local landholders for the purpose of distributing hay, supplementary 
feed and other donated goods in an effort to bolster morale of the farming community. 
 

 
CONSULTATION: 
Aussie Helpers was founded in 2002 to help fight poverty and lift the spirits of those 
severely affected by drought in the outback. Aussie Helpers have some 40 volunteers and 
mainly work via the “Bush Telegraph” to find farming families who are in desperate need of 
assistance. Aussie Helpers share whatever assistance they have available free of charge. 
Aussie Helpers raises all its own funding and is not aligned to any other charity or religious 
association. According to their website, “unlike government funded organisations, Aussie 
Helpers are all unpaid volunteers aiming making a real difference to the lives of real 
people.” 
 
Aussie Helpers will have some volunteers in Bre shire shortly who plan on visiting 
landholders face to face to assess their needs. 
 
All properties that are privately owned will be visited, however government or company 
properties do not fall under their offer of assistance. The Aussie Helper volunteers will then 
make a list of those who (in their opinion) are in need of assistance and a Hay Day will be 
held approx. two weeks after the start of visits to properties. The farmers that are invited to 
the Hay Day will each receive the same amount of hay plus supplementary stock feed 
products and dog feed. The costs of Aussie Helpers doing this sort of community work is 
around $40,000 per shire. The services of this group are highly sought after. 

 
 



CONCLUSION: 
Aussie Helpers will have some volunteers in Bre shire shortly and they have requested 
Council provide the following: 
1. Accommodation for at least two people in separate accommodation units, this is 

usually cabin type of accommodation in a caravan park or similar,   
2. Diesel fuel for two four-wheel drive vehicles used to visit farmer’s properties in the 

shire for face to face visits, 
3. Shire map showing the location of properties in Bre shire for volunteers to visit, 

three copies in A3 size, 
4. Shire to organise a local community group to put on a barbeque on a designated 

day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 

                Dan Simmons 
General Manager 
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