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Adoption Date:     16th December 2016 

 

Resolution:         277/16 

Amendments 

This Policy was last amended on January 2013  

Due for Review: 2015 

Who is responsible for implementing this Policy?  

Child care Manager/Director  

Document Owner  

Director of Corporate and Community Services 

Purpose 

Education and care of children is taking place in an environment where the impact of technology and media is 

continually growing and changing. Technology and interactive media have tremendous potential to nurture early 

learning and development, however clear guidelines are essential to ensure appropriate use and involvement of 

children in technology, the internet and social media to ensure their safety and wellbeing.  

Media 

Children's Services will abide by Brewarrina Shire Council’s Media Policy  

 

Brewarrina Shire Council Policy No. CORP 7-3 Media Policy  

 

 

mailto:childcare@brewarrina.nsw.gov.au
https://www.warringah.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/other/media-policy/media-policy.pdf


Social Media 

Children's Services will follow Brewarrina Shire Council's Social Media Guidelines. 

 

Brewarrina Shire Council Social Media Guidelines (in Draft January 2016) 

 

Educators will carefully consider their participation with families currently connected with the service/council 

on social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Technology 

Children are using technology and interactive media increasingly and from a very young age. The Australian 

government recommends limiting screen time for young children, including the watching TV and engaging with 

computers, other devices and video games.  

Use of technology 

The use of technology can encourage language stimulation; foster concepts of maths and literacy, stimulate eye/ 

hand coordination and skill development. Depending on the age/stage of the child and their needs and interests, 

technology can provide a means of fostering learning and participating in small group and or spontaneous 

experiences. They are a great interactive tool to promote social interactions either between individuals or as a 

group such as through turn taking and sharing of information and most importantly, having fun! 

 

Media classification 

Any television programs, computer programs or DVDs viewed by children must be rated G under the Australian 

Broadcasting guidelines and developmentally appropriate for all children viewing. School age children may 

watch or use media rated PG. 

 

DVDs/TV 

Television or DVDs can be an adjunct to children's play, however, Educators will ensure that viewing of DVDs 

is limited; i.e. will not be used regularly nor indiscriminately and will be actively involved with children who 

are watching DVDs or TV. 

Any DVDs shown to children must be of good audio and visual quality. 

 

iPads 

The centre may use applications - "apps" - on devices such as iPhone, iPad or iPod touch. Apps offer another 

tool to enhance experiences of children with inclusion support needs targeted apps available specific for use 

with children with limited verbal language. These tools enhance the interactions with all children as an alternate 

method for communicating. 

 

Computers  

Computers can be an adjunct to children’s play and be beneficial to children’s cognitive development. The 



quality of the play with a computer is mostly dependent on access open-ended software programs. 

 

TV/ You tube 

Educators will not show a YouTube clip or video to children unless it has been viewed to ensure there no 

inappropriate content.  

 

Photos 

Brewarrina Shire Council’s Educators frequently take photos/videos with digital cameras/iPads for the purpose 

of illustrating children’s activities and learning documentation. The photos/videos are stored on the service’s 

computers/iPads and cloud based servers and, at times are displayed as a slide show for the parents to watch at 

the end of the day. 

Taking photos of children 

Digital photographs and videos are taken of children and groups of children throughout the day as a means of 

documenting children's learning and activity.  

 

Educators will: 

• always acknowledge and protect each child's dignity, individuality and welfare  

• only take digital photos/videos of children in a respectful way - children who are 

sleeping, toileting, or are undressed, will not be photographed 

• only distribute photo/videos that have been deemed appropriate for distribution by 

Centre Directors 

Consent for sharing and distribution of photos/videos 

At the time of enrolment, parents provide consent or not for sharing/distribution of digital images of their child 

as part of the Child Care Agreement. This information is shared with Educators by Centre Directors.  

 

Requests for copies of photos/vidoes 

A request by a parent/guardian for digital copies of photos or videos taken at the centre be will considered with 

regard to the centre's and Educator's constraints and priorities. Parents and families should be aware that they 

will have access to photos and videos of their child through the ePortfolio tool – Qik kids ELYM 

 

Since photos/videos are of their child/ren participating in centre-based activities, there are often other children in 

these photos, parents and Educators are asked to consider consent for distribution of these digital photos/videos 

to other parents or Educators. 

 



Digital photographs/videos provided by Brewarrina Shire Council Children’s Services remain the property of 

that Service and are subject to the relevant policy guidelines and restrictions. 

 

 

 

In order to for copies of photos/videos to be released, the parent/guardian must:  

1. Sign the appropriate consent form agreeing to restrict unauthorised or inappropriate 

reproduction or distribution of images 

2. Make an appointment with the centre for supervised access to the digital storage 

device hosting the photos, during which time the parent can copy the photos onto their 

storage device 

3. Show the photos copied to the supervising Educator who will ensure that the selected 

photos only show children or Educators for whom consent has been given for 

distribution of their image in a photo or video 

Use of photos by Educators 

Educators will not: 

• take photos or make copies of photos of children for their personal use 

• remove centre cameras or iPads from the centre except for work related reasons that 

may include excursions, training, or centre social events 

• bring their own digital cameras to the centre 

• use Mobile phone cameras to video or photograph the children 

Website 

Brewarrina child care centre maintains a web page as part of Brewarrina Shire Council’s website. The web page 

provides general information for families seeking child care. 

 

Children's Services also provides online access to these policies via the Brewarrina Council website.  

 

The Nominated Supervisor will: 

• Ensure that no confidential information can be gained from the service’s website. 

Individuals and services are not obliged to give personal information through the 

website. However, if an individual chooses to provide information to service via 

email, that information will remain confidential  



• Ensure that information gained via email can only be used by administration staff or 

management to contact a person, offer or send information about the service and to 

request feedback on the website or the service  

• Ensure that information gained about users from the website will only be used for 

statistical research for the service to ascertain future development of the website. This 

information will not be available to any other organisations:  

• IP address, the date and time of the visit  

• Pages accessed and documents downloaded on this site  

• Search terms used  

• Previous site visited  

• Network providers name  

• Any cookies that the browser has presented to the server  

• The browser, operating system and various plugins that were used in 

visiting the site.  

• Encourage families and educators to give feedback on the website and how it can be 

improved to meet the needs of the community   

• Not disclose or publish any information related to educators, children or families 

without written consent from that individual or their family  

• Develop guidelines for educators regarding their participation with families currently 

connected with the education and care service on social media sites such as Facebook 

and Twitter  

Evaluation 

The service demonstrates appropriate use of technology and use of media within Children’s Services. Children's 

Services web pages provide relevant information and resources to current and prospective families as well as 

prospective Educators.  

Legislation and References 

• Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010  

• Education and Care Services National Regulations 2011: 177-184  

• Links to National Quality Standard: 2.3, 3.2, 4.2, 6.1, 7.3  

• Technology and play. Dockett and Fleer (1999) Sydney Harcourt Press 

• Office of the Australian Information Commissioner – www.privacy.gov.au (Accessed 

011/2015)  

• Community Child Care Co-operative – www.ccccnsw.org.au (Accessed 01/2013)  

• Guide to developing a Social Media Policy – www.inc.com/guides/2010/05/writing-a-

social-media-policy.html 

• ACECQA - Using digital touch technologies to support children’s learning  - 

wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2015/07/15/using-digital-touch-technologies-to-support-

childrens-learning/ 

http://www.privacy.gov.au/
http://www.ccccnsw.org.au/
http://www.inc.com/guides/2010/05/writing-a-social-media-policy.html
http://www.inc.com/guides/2010/05/writing-a-social-media-policy.html
http://http/wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2015/07/15/using-digital-touch-technologies-to-support-childrens-learning/
http://http/wehearyou.acecqa.gov.au/2015/07/15/using-digital-touch-technologies-to-support-childrens-learning/
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